
AYES: 7 NOES:  0 ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED: JUL 24 2023 REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: June 26, 2023 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2023-195 

To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to 
execute a My Life Coach Academy Grant Contract between the City of Richmond and Rings vs. 
Rent Scholarship Foundation for the purpose of funding the implementation of a summer youth 
leadership development program for Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School students. 

Patron – Mayor Stoney 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING:  JUL 24 2023 AT 6 P.M. 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond,

be and is hereby authorized to execute a My Life Coach Academy Grant Contract between the 

City of Richmond and Rings vs. Rent Scholarship Foundation for the purpose of funding the 

implementation of a summer youth leadership development program for Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Middle School students. The My Life Coach Academy Grant Contract shall be approved as to 

form by the City Attorney and shall be substantially in the form of the document attached to this 

ordinance. 

§ 2. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption.
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Approval History

Action DateVersion Seq # Due DateActionApprover

2 Reginald E. Gordon 1 6/5/20236/5/2023 Approve

Notes: Reviewed and approved

2 Jason May 2 6/5/2023 Delegated

Notes: Delegated: Out Of Office

2 Meghan Brown 3 6/7/20236/6/2023 Approve

Notes: Had a discussion with the City Attorney's Office and they are okay with moving forward with this grant agreement due to two 

other situations handled the same way but moving forward in FY24 all reserve funds in Non-Departmental will need to have a 

budget amendment for the expenditure of the funds.

2 Sheila White 4 6/7/20236/7/2023 Approve

2 Sabrina Joy-Hogg 5 6/9/20236/7/2023 Approve

Notes: Approved SJH

2 Lincoln Saunders 6 6/16/20236/8/2023 Approve

2 Mayor Stoney 7 6/28/20236/21/2023 Approve
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Text of Legislative File Admin-2023-0466

City of Richmond

Intracity Correspondence

O&R REQUEST

DATE: May 26, 2023 EDITION: 1

TO:  The Honorable Members of City Council

THROUGH: The Honorable Levar M. Stoney, Mayor

THROUGH: J.E. Lincoln Saunders, Chief Administrative Officer

THROUGH: Sabrina Joy-Hogg, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer for Finance and Admin-istration

THROUGH: Sheila White, Director of Finance

THROUGH: Jason May, Director of Budget and Strategic Planning

THROUGH: Reginald E. Gordon, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer for Human Services

FROM: Eva Colen, Office of Children and Families

RE: FY23 Reserve for Children’s Fund Grant Contract for My Life Coach Academy

ORD. OR RES. No.

PURPOSE:  To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to execute a grant contract between the City 

of Richmond and Rings vs. Rent Scholarship Foundation for the purpose of providing a summer 

leadership development program for students enrolled in Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School

REASON:  An ordinance is required to authorize the CAO to sign the grant contract on behalf of the 

City

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval is recommended by City Administration

BACKGROUND:  My Life Coach Academy is an initiative of the Rings vs. Rent Scholarship Foundation, 

a charitable organization authorized to conduct business in Virginia. My Life Coach Academy has a 

partnership agreement with Richmond Public Schools to engage 6th and 7th graders at Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Middle School. According to the partnership agreement, My Life Coach Academy provides: 

“engagement strategies that foster self-care and a career-focused life-style for continuous life 

learning and success planning strategies for at-risk youth.” MLCA aligns its activities with 

school-wide initiatives and partners closely with the school principal to establish and track goals, 

which have been focused on student attendance and behavior. 

Across Richmond, school-aged children are facing unprecedented challenges. Two significant and 

interconnected root causes of these challenges are: 

1. Due to prolonged virtual learning and other pandemic-related public health measures like social 

distancing, children experienced extended disconnection from school and social networks during 

critical developmental years; and

2. Significant trauma due to surging community violence and COVID deaths, borne 
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disproportionately by our lowest-income children whose families and communities are at greater 

risk of injury and death by both.

These are evident in astronomically high rates of chronic absenteeism as well as higher-than-usual 

numbers of youth involved with community violence and other antisocial behaviors. 

My Life Coach Academy engages students identified due to behavioral and/or attendance challenges 

in activities that build protective factors against youth violence, as delineated by the Centers for 

Disease Control, and increase school engagement. However, in part due to the organization’s 

inexperience with nonprofit fund development, Rings vs. Rent Scholarship Foundation has struggled 

to secure adequate financial support to maintain and grow their program to meet the needs of their 

target population. 

There are similar initiatives and organizations across Richmond that are doing important work to 

support the positive youth development of Richmond adolescents during some of their most critical 

developmental years. Like My Life Coach Academy, many of these initiatives and organizations have 

strong school-level relationships but lack the experience to navigate philanthropic and 

governmental grantmaking processes. 

Thus, the grant will serve two purposes:

1. To fund the summer programming of My Life Coach Academy and, in so doing, demonstrate the 

impact of consistent, pro-social engagement with vulnerable students both during and in between 

school years; and

2. To provide the City of Richmond’s Office of Children and Families the opportunity to determine 

the appropriate method by which the City will provide financial support to small, hyperlocal 

organizations with strong stakeholder support, especially those that pro-vide in-school services like 

My Life Coach Academy. Organizations in this category are not well-suited for non-departmental 

grants due to the lack of capacity of City staff to provide appropriate monitoring and support, 

particularly since very small organizations typically do not undergo annual audits or submit full 990 

reports to the IRS; audits and 990s are important resources for review by City staff to determine 

potential risk. Additionally, small, grassroots organizations often need funding more quickly than 

City processes allow.

The grant contract (attached) lays out pertinent details about the summer program. Additional points 

of context:

- The summer program will engage 10 students in a six-week program, Monday-Thursday;

- The primary activity is golf, coupled with leadership development and life coaching; 

- Payment will be made once all required documentation is submitted to and approved by the 

City; 

- One document to be submitted and approved before payment is made is an itemized project 

budget, which will be reviewed by Office of Children and Families, Human Services, and 

Department of Budget & Strategic Planning staff to ensure all indicated costs are eligible for 

City funding.

FISCAL IMPACT / COST:  $50,000

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:  This will reduce the Reserve for Children’s Fund appropriation in the FY23 

Non-Departmental budget category by $50,000
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BUDGET AMENDMENT NECESSARY: No

REVENUE TO CITY:  None

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon adoption

REQUESTED INTRODUCTION DATE:  June 26, 2023

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  July 24, 2023

REQUESTED AGENDA:  Consent

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL COMMITTEE:  Education and Human Services Standing Committee

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES:  N/A

AFFECTED AGENCIES:  N/A

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORD. OR RES.:  Ord. No. 2022-055

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAM(S):  N/A

ATTACHMENTS:  Grant contract; RPS partnership agreement

STAFF:  Eva Colen, Office of Children and Families, x5454, Eva.Colen@rva.gov
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 MY LIFE COACH ACADEMY GRANT  CONTRACT 
 
THIS GRANT CONTRACT is made this ___ day of _____, 2022 between the City of 
Richmond, a municipal corporation and political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
(the "City'') and Rings vs. Rent Scholarship Foundation, a Virginia non-stock corporation, 
authorized to transact business in the Commonwealth of Virginia (the "Recipient"). 

 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 
A. Section 15.2-953(A) Code of Virginia authorizes the City to make gifts and donations 

to any charitable institution or association, located within their respective limits or 
outside their limits if such institutions or association provides services to residents of 
the locality. 

 
B. By Ordinance No. 2022-055 the City Council of the City of Richmond, Virginia, adopted 

the General Fund Budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2022 and ending July 30, 
2023 and appropriated funds in the amount of $500,000 to the “Reserve for Children’s 
Fund” (“Children’s Fund”) in the Non-Departmental agency. 

 
C. Ordinance No. <INSERT ORDINANCE NUMBER> adopted <INSERT DATE OF 

ADOPTION> further authorizes the City to enter into this Grant Contract providing funds 
in the amount of $50,000 from the Children’s Fund (“Grant Funds”) for the purposes set 
forth herein to support the implementation of My Life Coach Academy’s Summer 
Upward Down Program, a summer youth leadership development program (“Program”) 
for Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School students. 

 
The City and the Recipient, intending to be legally bound, agree as 
follows: 

 
1. Contact Information. 

A. The City's point of contact for purposes of this Contract is: 
 
Eva Colen 
Senior Policy Advisor and Manager, Office of Children & Families 
900 E. Broad Street, Suite 501 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
Eva.Colen@rva.gov  
804.646.5454 

 
This point of contact is responsible for monitoring the Recipient's 
compliance with this Contract. 
 

B. Recipient’s point of contact for purposes of this Contract is: 
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Queen Bailey 
Chief of Staff 
My Life Coach Academy 
7372 Patriots Landing Place 
Quinton, VA 23141 
804-307-3112 
stoneharrisonhouse@gmail.com 

 
C. Any party may change the contact information set forth in 

this section by submitting a written statement that the party is 
making such a change and setting forth the contact 
information of the party's new point of contact to the other 
parties’ points of contact. 

 
2. Payment of Grant Funds. 

 
A. Payment of the Grant Funds to the Recipient shall be made in one lump sum as 

soon as practicable following full execution of this Contract and the receipt by the 
City’s point of contact of the following documents: 

 
i. Itemized, descriptive budget; 

 
ii. Executed partnership agreement with Richmond Public Schools that 

reflects the summer program; 
 

iii. Executed facilities use agreement with Richmond Public Schools that 
reflects the summer program; and 

 
iv. Policies and procedures manual or the equivalent. 

 
B. The Recipient shall return to the City all of the Grant Funds received by the 

Recipient if the requirements set forth in Section 3 below are not fulfilled. 
 

3. Scope of Services. In consideration of the City's grant of the Grant Funds to the 
Recipient, the Recipient shall: 
 
A. Engage 10 students from Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School in a six-week 

summer camp in summer 2023; 
 
B. Support participants to strengthen one or more protective factors against youth 

violence as identified by the Centers for Disease Control;  
 

C. Track participant progress over the course of the Program;  
 



Children’s Fund – My Life Coach Academy Grant Contract 
Page 3 of 4 

  

D. Refer participants to qualified mental and behavioral health providers, as needed; 
 

E. Engage participants’ parents/caregivers through regular communication;  
 

F. Partner with the City of Richmond to connect participants and their families to 
services, benefits and programs, as needed. 

 
 
 

4. Performance Measures. The City will use the following performance measure to 
evaluate whether the Recipient has performed the services required by this Contract 
in a manner that achieves the City's purpose in providing the Grant Funds to the 
Recipient:  
 
Did the Recipient implement and perform the services set forth in Section 3 of this 
Agreement? 

 
 

5. Reporting. Recipient shall collect the data necessary for reporting and 
compliance monitoring pursuant to this Contract.  The Recipient shall furnish 
the City's point of contact with a written report on the use of the Grant Funds as well 
as applicable receipts, invoices and proofs of payment upon the expenditure of all of 
the Grant Funds. 
 

6. Acknowledgement of Donation.  The Recipient shall, in connection with any programs, 
events, or other matters funded in whole or in part with the Grant Funds, acknowledge the 
City of Richmond as a donor, contributor, or sponsor.  This acknowledgement must be 
included on any promotional materials, brochures, publications, websites, or other visible 
locations.  The City has the right, upon request, to review and approve any such 
acknowledgement.  Further, the City has the right, in its sole discretion, to require the 
removal of its name from any such promotional materials, brochures, publications, 
websites, or other visible locations. 

 
7. Compliance Monitoring. The City's point of contact shall monitor the Recipient's 

compliance with this Contract. In addition to the reports required by Section 5, 
the Recipient shall furnish the City's point of contact with any information 
reasonably requested by the City's point of contact in order to enable the City's point 
of contact to determine whether the Recipient is meeting or has met the 
performance measures set forth in this Contract. 

 
  8. Recipient's Representations and Warranties. The Recipient represents and 

warrants as follows: 
 

A. The Recipient is and will be for the duration of this Contract a charitable 
institution or association as detailed in Section 15.2-953(A) of the Code of 
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Virginia. 
 

B. The Recipient's signatory below is duly authorized by the Recipient to enter 
into this Contract and thereby bind the Recipient to this Contract's terms and 
conditions. This Grant Contract is signed when a party’s signature is delivered by 
facsimile, email, or other electronic medium. These signatures must be treated in 
all respects as having the same force and effect as original signatures. 

 
C. The Recipient possesses a lease, license, memorandum of understanding, or other 

contract or legal right allowing Recipient’s use of space at River City Middle 
School or any community center owned or operated by the School Board of the 
City of Richmond, Virginia for the purposes of this Contract. 

 
9.  Audit.  Pursuant to Section 2-187 of the Code of the City of Richmond, the 

Recipient shall, as a condition of receiving monies from the City, be subject to 
periodic audits of its finances and expenditures of such City monies by the City 
Auditor on demand and without notice. 

 
 
Effective as of the date first written above. 
 
RECIPIENT: CITY: 
By: ________________________________  By:   
 Michael Bailey J. E. Lincoln Saunders  
 Chief Executive Officer Chief Administrative Officer  
 Rings vs. Rent Scholarship Foundation 
 
 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
        Deputy City Attorney  
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