
AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED: REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: April 24, 2023 

A RESOLUTION No. 2023-R023 

To overrule the decision of the City Planning Commission denying approval of the City’s 
application to relocate the Department of Fire and Emergency Services training facility to the 
Hickory Hill Community Center located at 3000 East Belt Boulevard. 

Patrons – Ms. Trammell and Mayor Stoney 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING: MAY 8 2023  AT 6 P.M. 

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2023, the City submitted an application for review by the 

Urban Design Committee to the Department of Planning and Development Review for general 

location, character, and extent approval concerning the City’s proposal to relocate the 

Department of Fire and Emergency Services training facility to the Hickory Hill Community 

Center located at 3000 East Belt Boulevard; and 

WHEREAS, on April 3, 2023 and following a public hearing on the application by the 

Urban Design Committee, the City Planning Commission disapproved the City’s application and 

communicated such denial to the Council in accordance with City Charter section 17.07 and 

section 15.2-2232(B) of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, on <INSERT DATE>; and 

8 0

MAY 8 2023

1



2 

WHEREAS, in accordance with section 15.2-2232(B) of the Code of Virginia (1950), as 

amended, the City, as the owner of the Hickory Hill Community Center located at 3000 East Belt 

Boulevard, appealed the aforementioned decision of the City Planning Commission to the 

Council on April 13, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, in response to the City’s appeal and in accordance with section 15.2-

2232(B) of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, the Council believes that it is in the best 

interest of the citizens of the City of Richmond that the Council overrule the action of the City 

Planning Commission to deny approval of the City’s general location, character, and extent 

application concerning relocation of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services’ training 

facility to the Hickory Hill Community Center located at 3000 East Belt Boulevard and approve 

the general location, character, and extent of a Department of Fire and Emergency Services 

training facility at the Hickory Hill Community Center located at 3000 East Belt Boulevard as 

proposed in the City’s application; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

That, in response to the City’s appeal and in accordance with section 15.2-2232(B) of the 

Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, the Council hereby overrules the action of the City 

Planning Commission to deny approval of the City’s general location, character, and extent 

application concerning relocation of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services training 

facility to the Hickory Hill Community Center located at 3000 East Belt Boulevard and approves 

the general location, character, and extent of a Department of Fire and Emergency Services’ 

training facility at the Hickory Hill Community Center located at 3000 East Belt Boulevard as 

proposed in the City’s application. 
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Council Ordinance/Resolution Request 
TO Tabrica Rentz, Deputy City Attorney 

THROUGH LaTesha Holmes, Council Chief of Staff 

FROM Steven Taylor, Council Policy Analyst 

COPY Reva Trammell, 18th District Council Member 
Rick Bishop, 8th Council Liaison 

DATE April 18, 2023 

PAGE/s 1 of 1 

TITLE Reject Planning Commission Recommendation & Approve Application to 
construct Fire Training Facility   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This is a request for the drafting of an       Ordinance         Resolution  

REQUESTING COUNCILMEMBER/PATRON   SUGGESTED STANDING COMMITTEE 

R. Trammell Public Safety Committee 

ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION SUMMARY 

Patron requests that legislation be drafted for Council’s consideration rejecting the recommendation 

of the Planning Commission regarding the City Administration’s application to re-locate the City’s Fire 

Training Facility from its current aged structure located in Henrico County to City owned property at 

3000 Belt Boulevard to City-owned property currently in the Rec & Parks Department’s portfolio. The 

patron would like to have the legislation introduced at Council’s April 24th meeting.  

BACKGROUND 
The Planning Commission denied application of the City Administration to relocate the City’s Fire 

training to City owned property at 3000 Belt Boulevard. The City’s current training facility is located in 

Henrico County near the Richmond International Airport and is outdated and in need of 

replacement. The proposed new site is City-owned property controlled by the Rec & Parks 

Department. Note the following:  

 Plans for this new facility are designed to provide landscaping to protect the beauty of the

area.

 Plans for a modern and updated fire training facility will allow fire personnel to train and

maintain necessary skills to protect the public safety.

 The Fire Department also plans to use the proposed facility to train the public in life saving

techniques such as CPR and first aid at the facility, thereby enhancing public safety in the

City.

 Plans for use of the property insure that the public’s safety and comfort of area residents is

protected.

 Plans for use the proposed training facility insure the natural environment is protected.

 The Rec & Parks Department intends to transfer current recreational uses of the proposed Fire

Training Facility site to another playing field on the 19 acre property.
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 Control of the proposed site will be transferred from the Rec & Parks Department portfolio to

the Fire Department’s portfolio.

 The Administration has a number of petitions demonstrating community support for installation

of the Fire Training Facilities at this location.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Attachment/s    Yes   No  Petitions 

Fiscal Impact Yes  No 

Budget Amendment Required Yes   No 

Estimated Cost or Revenue Impact $   Costs of mailing 
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