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Project Summary: 
 

As a local coffee roasting company desiring to have an established presence within the Richmond 
community, Reviresco Coffee is seeking to transform the existing building located at 710 Lafayette 
Street into an establishment for a small café, retail sales of coffee and baked goods, and the 
company’s coffee roasting operations.  The extents of the existing building are to remain, with no 
expansions or additions planned to be made.  Additionally, no modifications are proposed to be 
made to the exterior of the building.   

 
The front portion of the interior of the building will contain a small seating area for customers, 
including a sales counter for the sale of Reviresco coffee and baked goods.  A public restroom will 
also be provided within the café and retail sales area.  The rear of the building will contain the coffee 
roaster and associated equipment for the roasting operation and ancillary supply storage.  An 
existing toilet room at the rear of the building is to remain for staff. 

 
Outdoor seating along the building storefront, as indicated on the proposed site plan, is desired and 
proposed for additional seating for patrons.   
 
Up to four (4) employees are anticipated.  The proposed days of operation are Monday thru 
Saturday.  Employee hours range from 6:00 AM – 8:00 PM.  Initial hours open to the public are from 
7:00 AM – 2:00 PM, which may be reconsidered and adjusted gradually pending customer demand. 

 
A.  It is the hope of Reviresco Coffee to be a positive addition to the community, and seeks to be a 

helpful in serving the community through providing a desired service to this neighborhood.  
Discussions with local residents indicate enthusiasm and a desire for a local coffee roastery and 
café. 
 

B. Given the existing square footage of the space, the café and sales area are intended to serve a 
limited number of customers at a time.  Within this block of Lafayette Street, this is the only 
building facing Lafayette Street.  As such, the surrounding area has ample opportunities for 
street parking, and it is not anticipated to overburden available parking spaces along the street.  
The outdoor seating area is also intended to only serve a select number of customers at a time, 
and will not overcrowd the sidewalk from passersby.   

 
C. The roaster being used is a small, commercial roaster with a capacity of roasting about 13 

pounds of coffee at a time.  In operation, the roaster functions similar to a gas oven, and does 
not have any open flames.  As such, the roasting operation and other intended uses of the 
building pose little risk of hazards to the public and customers to the space.  The building 
contains adequate exits in the case of an emergency. 

 
 



D. No proposed additions or expansions to the existing building are proposed.  Therefore, the 
existing lot coverage is to remain, and will not impact the existing lot or amount of open space 
provided.  Additionally, no permanent residents will be located at this building, and the 
proposed used will not affect the concentration of the population. 

 
E. The proposed use and project do not include permanent residents.  The increased load to public 

schools, transportation, parks, and other public amenities is therefore not applicable.  The water 
usage and trash requirements proposed would be in-kind to previous uses of the building, and is 
in similar capacity to the residential neighborhood in which it is located, and would not cause 
increased or undue capacity on public utilities. 

 
F. No proposed additions or expansions to the existing building are proposed.  The proposed use 

will therefore not result in any changes to the existing percent of open space and light 
emittance to the lot.  The coffee roaster utilizes a self-contained exhaust system and possesses a 
stove pipe chimney.  The chimney is intended to be installed on the alley-side of the building, 
extend upward past the building’s roof and exhaust above the roof line and not toward 
neighboring properties.   


