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Robby Poblete 

On September 21, 2014, Robby Poblete was killed by gun violence in broad

daylight at a busy intersection in Vallejo, Ca. He was 23 years old. At the time

he was killed, Robby was working at a biotech company where he was also

learning how to weld. He was on the verge of becoming a full-time employee

and was already making plans to build his own weld shop.

The firearm used to end his life was obtained illegally, and then resold on the

streets. One illegal gun has the potential to be used by countless people,

committing countless crimes, impacting countless lives.

By turning in unwanted guns, people can prevent those firearms from being

stolen and used for crime, or being accidentally used by a child in the home.

Though it does not solve the problem on its own, it can play a part in overall

efforts to curb gun violence. We propose an annual gun buyback program to

sustain and strengthen these efforts to get unwanted and potentially

dangerous guns out of circulation. Using the materials from the melted guns,

we propose the implementation of two community programs that will

offer hope and opportunity to the people of our communities.

EVENT HISTORY



EVENT HISTORY
Pati Navalta with the California-based Robby Poblete Foundation was instrumental in assisting the Richmond Police

Department in hosting this event. She has hosted numerous gun buybacks across the country. “What I know without a doubt is

the probability of a gun taking someone’s life drops to zero when they turn it in,” Navalta said. Together they created

Richmond’s first drive-thru gun buyback program where people drove up with their unloaded guns in their trunks for officials to

evaluate. Liberation Church, located at 5501 Midlothian Turnpike, graciously allowed the Richmond Police Department and the

Poblete Foundation to use their parking lot as a drive-thru for those wanting to turn over weapons.

Pati Navalta

Liberation Church
5501 Midlothian 

Turnpike 

$250 for an assault weapon

$200 for a handgun

$150 for a rifle

$25 for an inoperable gun



GUN BUYBACK RESULTS

Liberation Church
5501 Midlothian 

Turnpike Richmond, 
VA

$67,500 in gift cards handed out

“People started lining up more than an hour before the event 

started. And throughout the morning, the line of cars 

overflowed onto Midlothian Turnpike and backed up parts of 

the busy road at times because of the turnout.” (CBS6 NEWS)
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