
AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED: REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: September 26, 2022 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2022-272 

To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to accept funds in the amount of $480,000.00 from 
the Virginia Department of Fire Programs and to appropriate the increase to the Fiscal Year 2022-
2023 Special Fund Budget by increasing estimated revenues and the amount appropriated to the 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services by $480,000.00 for the purpose of the construction 
of the City’s burn building to enhance the safety of fire service personnel while conducting live 
fire training. 

Patron – Mayor Stoney 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING:  OCT 10 2022  AT 6 P.M. 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond,

is authorized to accept funds in the amount of $480,000.00 from the Virginia Department of Fire 

Programs for the purpose of the construction of the City’s burn building to enhance the safety of 

fire service personnel while conducting live fire training. 

§ 2. That the funds received are hereby appropriated to the Special Fund Budget for the

fiscal year commencing July 1, 2022, and ending June 30, 2023, by increasing estimated revenues 

by $480,000.00, increasing the amount appropriated for expenditures by $480,000.00 and allotting 

9 0

OCT 10 2022



2 

to the Department of Fire and Emergency Services the sum of $480,000.00 for the purpose of the 

construction of the City’s burn building used to enhance the safety of fire service personnel while 

conducting live fire training. 

§ 3. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption.
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
 

Virginia Department of Fire Programs 
 

 

 

July 1, 2022 

 

 

Melvin Carter 

City of Richmond, Fire Chief 

201 East Franklin Street 

Richmond, VA 23219 

 

Dear Chief Carter: 

 

On behalf of the Virginia Fire Services Board, we are pleased to advise Richmond City, 

Virginia of a grant award of up to $450,000 for the new construction of a burn 

building as a prop to assist in training the fire service for its jurisdiction.  As outlined in 

the Virginia Department of Fire Programs Live Fire Structure Grant policy, the grant 

award is allocated as up to $450,000 for the new construction and up to $30,000 for 

architect and/or engineering services, totaling $480,000. 

 

According to the application submitted, the City has elected to construct a Prototype II, 

Class A burn building (metal container model).  

 

This award is effective:  July 1, 2022: FY2023 

 

Accordingly, the City has until July 1, 2023 to submit a valid building permit and 

begin construction consistent with the terms and conditions of the mutually executed 

Disbursement Agreement.  Following such date, the City will have an additional twelve 

(12) months to complete construction and collect the balance of their award.  The project 

expiration date is marked as July 1, 2024.   

 

Be advised that all documents are available on our website at www.vafire.com under the 

Grants and Local Aid: Burn Building link, including the VFSB Live Fire Structure Grant 

Policy which is effective as of February 2022.  The City is required to review these 

documents very carefully in order to progress with its project in compliance with the 

terms and conditions of this grant award and the Policy that governs the Live Fire 

Structure Grant Program. 

 

 
Brook Pittinger 

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF ADMINISTRATION  
AND RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

 
 

 
Brad Creasy 

 Executive Director 
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In accordance with the Live Fire Structure Grant Policy, the City will be required to 

attend an Orientation Meeting at one of VDFP’s Division Offices within thirty (30) days 

of award effective date.  The purpose of this meeting is to introduce VDFP staff to new 

grants recipients, provide an overview of the grant program, and offer an opportunity for 

grants recipients to ask questions about the grants process.  The City must schedule the 

Orientation Meeting by August 1, 2022. 
 

Two originals of the Burn Building Disbursement Agreement are included.  The City 

Administrator must sign both originals and have them sent to my attention.  Both 

originals will be counter signed by the Virginia Department of Fire Programs.  One 

original will be returned to the City for Local file retention.  No funds disbursements 

will be authorized or released without the executed disbursement Agreement. 

 

Funds disbursement for new construction projects will be made in five (5) installments 

upon notification by the jurisdiction to the Agency.  Once a valid building permit has 

been submitted and an executed Agreement is on file, the jurisdiction is eligible to draw 

the first 25% of the construction grant. Once A/E services are complete, jurisdictions may 

also request reimbursement for such services up to the amount awarded by the VFSB not 

to exceed $30,000. Remaining funds disbursements for the construction grant will be 

made upon jurisdiction request on the percentage of completion method at 50%, 75% and 

100% completion.  In order to be eligible for final payment, the prop must be placed in 

operation.  It is the responsibility of the jurisdiction to maintain all such records subject to 

audit by this Agency or its assignees for a period of five (5) years following the date of 

the last transfer of award funds to the grant recipient. 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at my office 804/249-1958, or via email 

at Theresa.Hunter@vdfp.virginia.gov.   

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Theresa Hunter 

Budget and Grants Manager 

 

 

 

Enclosure 

 
c: Scott Garber, Chair, Virginia Fire Services Board 

Betty Reeves-Noble, Chair, Burn Building Subcommittee 

 John Fugman, Division Chief, Virginia Department of Fire Program 
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