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Abner Clay Park Renovations: Commission for Architectural Review Narrative

Purpose of the Project:
The purpose of this project is to revitalize Abner Clay Park and reenergize the surrounding Jackson
Ward neighborhood. As the park ages, the condition of the paving and landscape are declining

and the park has become underutilized for such a large city property in the heart of this historic
community.

Project Background

In 2011, the Historic Jackson Ward Association and the City of Richmond’s Department of Parks,
Recreation, and Community Facilities engaged the Community Design Assistance Center’s
(Blacksburg, VA) services in an effort to study the neighborhood and assess the needs for Abner
Clay Park, ultimately putting forth a conceptual master plan.

More recently, the Parks and Recreation Department hired the Timmons Group’s Landscape
Architects and Engineers to revisit the master plan and proceed with construction documents that
will go out to bid when funding goals are met.

Numerous stakeholder workshops as well as several Historic Jackson Ward Association meetings
have been held to assess the programming for the park. Schematic alternatives were presented
to these organizations and many concepts reviewed. Ultimately, the schematic plans were melded
into a final Master Plan that reflects current aspirations of the community, the Historic Jackson
Ward Association, compliments the Black History Museum renovations, and includes areas for
public art and sculpture.

The master plan that accompanies this submission is a result of numerous iterations, and has been
approved by the Jackson Ward Community Association, the City of Richmond’s Parks and
Recreation Department, and the Commission for Architectural Review conceptual process.

Description of Construction Program

The construction program will include minor utility improvements, sidewalk and plaza work,
athletic field and basketball court construction, small retaining wall and sitting wall work, a pergola
structure, and landscaping improvements.

Site Development | Residential | Infrastructure | Technology

[¥s]
o~
o~
mM
o~
<
>
o
o
9]
£
L
Yoo
Y -
— ©
o =
S 3
M A
& <
£ 9
(7]
£
2
<
—
o
£ 3
2 9
g o
©
2 &
3 &
9 <
Q5
'-O-CO
S g
- F
3
=3
v
@
c
]
£
E
=
3




€@
o © €

@ %
TIMMONS GROUP

YOUR VISION ACHIEVED THROUGH OURS.

Master Plan Program elements include:

Historic Jackson Ward Gateway — small seat wall and reflection area at the intersection of
Brook Rd. and Leigh St. where a historical marker commemorates the city of Richmond'’s
first African American police officers

Historic Walk - potential partnering with the Black History Museum for design and
implementation in the future

Two (2) Play Areas with age appropriate play equipment (ages 2-5 & 5-12)

One (1) Multi-use Field that meets requirements for football recreation league play

One (1) Basketball Court

Central Plaza & Water Feature

Formal Circular Lawn area with benches

Terraced lawn area & Pavilion

One (1) Pergola Structure designed by Baskervill

4’-5’ tall Retaining Wall along Brook Rd.

18” high Seat Walls at Plaza & Water Feature

Brick Sidewalks/Walking Trails

Landscaping

Black Fencing at Basketball Court

City Standard Site furnishings - benches, trash receptacles, bicycle racks

Period Style pedestrian lighting to reflect Greek Revival, Italianate, & Queen Anne style
Architecture

Existing water fountain and select trees to remain
Existing park sign relocated for better visibility
One (1) Dog Park divided into two sections for small and large dogs

Description of Construction Sequence

1.

2.
3.
4

o w

Demolition of aging park elements and trees

Construction of retaining wall and rough grading

Construction of utility infrastructure and sub-surface improvements

Construction of seat walls, brick and concrete paving, and playground and basketball court
surfaces

Installation of fencing, furnishings, play equipment, and landscaping

Final grading work and seeding

Projected Budget

While formal costing has yet to be completed, the anticipated construction cost for this project is
between 1.5 and 2 million dollars.
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Project Compliance with Design Review Guidelines for Richmond’s Old and Historic Districts
Abner Clay Park has existed for decades and is proudly situated amidst the Historic Jackson Ward
community. Jackson Ward has hosted the likes of Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, Duke Ellington,

Maggie Walker, and generations of African American who worked on the “Wall Street of Black
America.”

With such a great historic significance, the park’s renovation will be sensitive to preserving the
materials and integrity of the historic district.

Street lights will remain in place and interior park lighting will meet minimum safety
standards and will be coordinated with the City of Richmond Parks and Recreation
Department. These fixtures will be ornamental in nature and fit within the context of the
neighborhood.

City approved brick walks will define the major circulation throughout the park and will
meet all regulations for accessibility throughout. Brick walks will be herringbone
patterned with border courses to define the edges and transitions, in keeping with the
brick walkways seen throughout the neighborhood.

The pergola and retaining/seat walls will reflect period style for the Jackson Ward Historic
District. The pergola will be constructed of steel and wood, while the retaining wall will be
brick faced with a black steel handrail/ fence on top.

Site furnishings are selected to compliment the context of the neighborhood, utilizing
black finishes on period appropriate selections.

Black vinyl coated chain-link fencing will be used to surround the basketball court and
match the color of other furnishings within the park. The fence will be taller (12’-16)
around the ends of the court and lower (4’-6’) around the sides.

The plaza water feature will be incorporated into colored concrete paving with trench
drains to collect and recycle water.

Public Art and Sculpture will be pursued for installation within the park. The art selection,
location, fabrication, and installation will be coordinated with the Richmond Public Arts
Commission.

The playground will feature new and exciting equipment, with a simple color scheme as
not to detract from the historic nature of the park. Two separate play areas will host
children ages two to five and ages five to twelve.

Abner Clay Park will be revitalized and remain as a critical gathering place for the Jackson
Ward and surrounding communities. The “Down Home Family Reunion” and other groups
will continue to use the field and new pavilion space for large gatherings.

Site Development | Residential | Infrastructure | Technology

w0
~
o~
™
~
<
>
kel
<
o
£
<
N1
x-—.
—_ ©°
o =
ST
M n
g <«
£ g
172
5 £
3
-~
g o
a o
£ 9
T 8
3 &
e <
a5
6@
[
- F
E
6
v
@
[
S
£
£
-
2




e‘é&&&@ A

C @ %
TIMMONS GROUP

YOUR VISION ACHIEVED THROUGH CGURS.

Project Budget and Funding Sources

The City has allocated funding for the design of the park and paid for construction documents and
is pursuing other funding sources to establish a construction plan. Money has been set aside in
the city budget for a portion of this work but much more is needed before construction can
commence. CAR approval of this exciting project will release the design team into the next phase
in order to pursue Planning Commission Approvals, and will allow the city to continue to push
funding opportunities.

Estimated Construction Start Date

The construction start date depends entirely on obtaining project funding but it can be assumed
that the best case scenario for a construction start date will begin in Spring of 2017.
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