
AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED: REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: October 7, 2024 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2024-264 

To declare a public necessity for and to authorize (i) the acquisition of the real property known as 
4700 Trenton Avenue and a portion of 2001 Walmsley Boulevard and (ii) the grant and acceptance 
of certain easements relating to the acquisition of such real property, for the purpose of creating a 
City park, constructing a right-of-way for the extension of Walmsley Boulevard from Commerce 
Road to Richmond Highway, and developing an economic development site for commercial and 
civic growth with a workforce development component.  

Patron – Mayor Stoney 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING: NOV 12 2024 AT 6 P.M. 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Council of the City of Richmond, a public necessity 

exists for (i) the acquisition of the real property known as 4700 Trenton Avenue and a portion of 

2001 Walmsley Boulevard to be consolidated with 4700 Trenton Avenue pursuant to a proposed 

boundary line adjustment, identified as Tax Parcel Nos. S009-0387/001 and S009-0310/019, 

respectively, in the 2024 records of the City Assessor, shown together approximately as depicted 

as “Parcel B Consolidated Parcel,” containing a total of approximately 95.93 acres, more or less, 

on the plat entitled “Operations Center Combined Parcel Exhibit, 2001 Walmsley Boulevard – 
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October 1, 2024,” prepared by Timmons Group, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of 

this ordinance, and (ii) the grant and acceptance of certain easements relating to the acquisition of 

such real property, including, without limitation, those depicted in the approximate locations on 

the plat entitled “Semi-Works Parcel Strategies,” prepared by Timmons Group, a copy of which 

is attached to and made a part of this ordinance, for the purpose of creating a City park, 

constructing a right-of-way for the extension of Walmsley Boulevard from Commerce Road to 

Richmond Highway, and developing an economic development site for commercial and civic 

growth with a workforce development component; and  

WHEREAS, for the avoidance of doubt, pursuant to the proposed boundary line 

adjustment, Philip Morris USA Inc., formerly known as Philip Morris Incorporated, shall retain 

that certain portion of 2100 Walmsley Boulevard, identified as Tax Parcel No. S009-0310/019 in 

the 2024 records of the City Assessor, approximately identified as “Parcel A Proposed Parcel” on 

the plat entitled “Operations Center Combined Parcel Exhibit, 2001 Walmsley Boulevard – 

October 1, 2024,” prepared by Timmons Group, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of 

this ordinance, containing approximately 11.04 acres, more or less; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That a public necessity exists for (i) the acquisition of the real property known as

4700 Trenton Avenue and a portion of 2001 Walmsley Boulevard to be consolidated with 4700 

Trenton Avenue pursuant to a proposed boundary line adjustment, identified as Tax Parcel Nos. 

S009-0387/001 and S009-0310/019, respectively, in the 2024 records of the City Assessor, which 

real property is shown together approximately as depicted as “Parcel B Consolidated Parcel,” 

containing a total of approximately 95.93 acres, more or less, on the plat entitled “Operations 
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Center Combined Parcel Exhibit, 2001 Walmsley Boulevard – October 1, 2024,” prepared by 

Timmons Group, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of this ordinance, and (ii) the 

grant and acceptance of certain easements relating to the acquisition of such real property, 

including, without limitation, those depicted in the approximate locations on the plat entitled 

“Semi-Works Parcel Strategies,” prepared by Timmons Group, a copy of which is attached to and 

made a part of this ordinance, for the purpose of creating a City park, constructing a right-of-way 

for the extension of Walmsley Boulevard from Commerce Road to Richmond Highway, and 

developing an economic development site for commercial and civic growth with a workforce 

development component.  

§ 2. That the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond,

be and is hereby authorized (i) to acquire the real property described in section 1 of this ordinance 

from Philip Morris USA Inc., formerly known as Philip Morris Incorporated, (ii) to grant and 

accept certain easements relating to the acquisition of such real property and (iii) to execute the 

deeds and such other documents necessary to complete the acquisition and acceptance of such real 

property and the grant and acceptance of such easements relating to such real property in such 

locations as the Chief Administrative Officer may approve, together with all appurtenances 

belonging thereto, and subject to all valid encumbrances thereof, provided that all such deeds and 

other documents have first been approved as to form by the City Attorney. 

§ 3. That, for the avoidance of doubt, pursuant to the proposed boundary line

adjustment, Philip Morris USA, Inc., formerly known as Philip Morris Inc., shall retain that certain 

portion of 2100 Walmsley Boulevard, identified as Tax Parcel No. S009-0310/019 in the 2024 

records of the City Assessor, approximately identified as “Parcel A Proposed Parcel” on the plat 

entitled “Operations Center Combined Parcel Exhibit, 2001 Walmsley Boulevard – October 1, 



2024," prepared by Timmons Group, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of this 

ordinance, containing approximately 11.04 acres, more or less. 

§ 4. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

��1,:,.et...--ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
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Text of Legislative File Admin-2024-1282

City of Richmond
Intracity Correspondence

O&R Transmittal 

DATE: October 3, 2024 EDITION: 1

TO: The Honorable Members of City Council 

THROUGH:  The Honorable Levar M. Stoney, Mayor 

THROUGH: J.E. Lincoln Saunders, Chief Administrative Officer 

THROUGH: Sharon Ebert, DCAO Planning & Economic Development Portfolio

THROUGH: Sabrina Joy-Hogg, DCAO Finance and Administration

THROUGH: Sheila White, Director of Finance 

THROUGH: Meghan Brown, Director or Budget & Strategic Planning 

FROM:  Chris Nizamis, Real Estate Manager - Real Estate Strategies/DED-DGS

Matt Welch, Acting Director, Economic Development and EDA

RE:   Acquisition of properties located at 2001 Walmsley Boulevard identified as Tax Parcel 

No. S0090310019 and 4700 Trenton Avenue, identified as Tax Parcel No. 

S0090387001

ORD. OR RES. No.

PURPOSE:  To declare a public necessity for and to authorize (i) the acquisition of the real property 

known as 4700 Trenton Avenue and a portion of 2001 Walmsley Boulevard and (ii) the grant and 

acceptance of certain easements relating to the acquisition of such real property, for the purpose of 

creating a City park, constructing a right-of-way for the extension of Walmsley Boulevard from 

Commerce Road to Richmond Highway, and developing an economic development site for 

commercial and civic growth with a workforce development component.

BACKGROUND: The Philip Morris site is located at 2001 Walmsley Boulevard and 4700 Trenton 

Avenue on the I-95 corridor five miles south of the City of Richmond’s central business district with 

easy access to major interstate highway systems including I-64 and I-85 and is located in one of the 

City of Richmond’s Enterprise Zones.  The two properties are industrially zoned (M-2 Heavy 
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Industrial) and the Walmsley Boulevard property is improved by a vacant office/laboratory building 

containing 463,786± square feet.  The building has four levels, two above grade and two below grade.  

The property is within Council District #8. 

The acquisition land parcel area at 2001 Walmsley Boulevard is 37.758± acres /Parcel ID# 

S0090310019 (total parcel is 48.798± acres, however, the offering excludes the Semi-Works property 

@ 11.04± acres after subdivision, which still in use by Altria) and the 4700 Trenton Avenue is 58.172± 

acre parcel/Parcel ID# S0090387001. The two parcels combined are approximately 95.93± acres, 

however due to wetlands there is approximately 45± acres that are not suitable for development. 

This O&R Request supports a component of the overall Richmond 300: A Guide for Growth strategy 

to meet the economic development needs of the southside of the city, as well as the need for additional 

park and green space for residents living in Southside. A significant benefit to this acquisition is also 

acquiring the land needed to extend Walmsley Boulevard from Commerce Road westward toward 

Richmond Highway, thus improving traffic connectivity for 

Ownership of this site is an investment for the City.  The building is currently vacant and the City intends 

to demolish the vacant operations building and create a viable economic development site to attract new 

private investment to this part of the city that will bring activity and good paying jobs. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:  This request is a continuation of on-going community outreach 

and engagement during the Richmond 300 master plan efforts, as well as meetings and conversations 

during the planning for the resort casino that would have been developed on this same tract of land.

STRATEGIC INITATIVES AND OTHER GOVERNMENTAL:  Richmond 300: A Guide for 

Growth - Objective 17.1 Increase the percentage of Richmonders within a 10-minute walk to quality 

open space to 100 percent; and the Strategic Plan for Equitable Economic Development - Initiative 1.5 

Real Estate Development Position Richmond for quality redevelopment citywide and aggressively 

pursue new commercial, industrial and mixed-use development in Priority Growth Nodes and in 

corridors that have not attracted transformational redevelopment. 

FISCAL IMPACT: $5,500,000. Note: the allocated funding has already been appropriated and is 

within the 2025-26 Capital Improvement Plan and supports continued economic development projects 

for the Southside areas of the City. 

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon adoption

REQUESTED INTRODUCTION DATE:   October 7, 2024

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  October 15, 2024

  

REQUESTED AGENDA:  Consent Agenda

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL COMMITTEE:  Finance & Economic Development 
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AFFECTED AGENCIES:  Economic Development, Planning and Development Review, Public 

Works, Public Utilities, Office of Sustainability, Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORD. OR RES.:  None 

ATTACHMENTS:  

2001 Walmsley Boulevard and 4700 Trenton Avenue Property Profile   

STAFF:  

Gail Johnson, Deputy Director - DPW & Acting Director - DGS

Chris Nizamis, Real Estate Manager - Real Estate Strategies/DED-DGS
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