INTRODUCED: May 24, 2021

A RESOLUTION No. 2021-R033

To express the Council’s intent, to the extent permitted by law, to support improved homeless
services with funds received pursuant to the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 by
appropriations to the Greater Richmond Continuum of Care and other such grantees of the City
who provide homeless services, including shelter and homeless prevention programs.

Patrons — Ms. Lynch, Vice President Robertson, Ms. Lambert and Ms. Jordan

Approved as to form and legality
by the City Attorney

PUBLIC HEARING: JUN 14 2021 AT 6 P.M.

WHEREAS, upon information and belief of the Council, the City anticipates receiving
funds pursuant to the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, H.R. 1319, 117" Cong., 1°! Sess.
(2021-2022) (the “Act”); and

WHEREAS, the Council believes that it is in the best interests of the City of Richmond
that a portion of the funds received pursuant to the Act be used to support improved homeless
services, including shelter and homeless prevention programs provided by the Greater Richmond
Continuum of Care and other such grantees of the City and fund the priorities outlined in the

City of Richmond Strategic Plan to End Homelessness 2020-2030, adopted by Resolution No.

AYES: 9 NOES: 0 ABSTAIN:
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2020-R031, adopted May 11, 2020, for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021, and ending
June 30, 2022;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND:

That, should the Act and any regulations or rules made pursuant thereto authorize the use
of funds received pursuant to the Act to support improved homeless services and should the
Mayor propose an amendment to the annual budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021,
and ending June 30, 2022, to appropriate such funds for such purpose, the Council intends to
appropriate funds received pursuant to the Act and intends that such funds, to the extent
permitted by law, be used to support improved homeless services, including shelter and homeless
prevention programs provided by the Greater Richmond Continuum of Care and other such City
grantees for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2022.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That it is the intent of the Council that funds received by the City pursuant to the Act, in
addition to funds received by the City from the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development, including any HOME Investment Partnerships Program funds, be appropriated to
support improved homeless services, including shelter and homeless prevention programs and
fund the priorities set forth in the City of Richmond Strategic Plan to End Homelessness 2020-
2030, adopted by Resolution No. 2020-R031, adopted May 11, 2020.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Council supports the use of funds received by the City pursuant to the Act for

providers that include homelessness assistance and supportive services programs and hereby



requests that the Mayor propose an annual budget or such budget amendments as may be
necessary to provide for the following, to the extent permitted by law:

1. Funding from HOME Investment Partnerships Program monies for a high-quality,
year-round emergency housing shelter that provides for multi-stakeholder collaboration across
agencies and localities;

2. Funding from HOME Investment Partnerships Program monies to help accelerate
existing homeless service provider projects to include expansion of existing emergency shelter
bed programs;

3. Portable, rental subsidies through a comprehensive permanent supportive housing
program funded with HOME Investment Partnerships Program monies, and supplemented by
any available funds from the Reserve for Contingencies — COVID-19 created by Ordinance No.
2020-049, adopted May 11, 2020 and, on an ongoing, annual basis, funds appropriated for Non-
Departmental programs in the General Fund Budget;

4, Acquisition and development of non-congregate shelter units, which may be
converted to permanent housing or permanent affordable housing, used as emergency shelter, or
left as non-congregate emergency shelter;

5. Except for funds used specifically for administration, funding for homeless
services through such date as authorized by the Act; and

6. Funding for homeless services distributed through the HOME program formula;
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This is a request for the draftingofan ~ Ordinance []  Resolution [X]

REQUESTING COUNCILMEMBER/PATRON SUGGESTED STANDING COMMITTEE
Lynch EHS Committee

ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION SUMMARY

The patron request legislation expressing Council’s support for spending priorities of funds
from federal authorities via the American Recovery Program authorities targeted at
providing homeless services in the City and greater Richmond region.

The patron requests that legislation express Council support of priorities, as laid out in the
homelessness strategic plan and Mayor’s Homelessness Advisory Council that will help
guide regional planning for the HUD HOME Grant funds and American Rescue Plan funds.

The intention is to 1) give the administration a formal recommendation from Council on
where it feels its HOME resources will be best spent as well as its existing GF Reserve
monies of approximately $875,000 for homeless services.
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Council supports use of HOME Grant terms for providers that include Homelessness
Assistance and Supportive Services Programs providing the following:

¢ tenant-based rental assistance;
the development and support of affordable housing;

» supportive services to qualifying individuals, including housing counseling and
homeless prevention services;

* acquisition and development of non-congregate shelter units, which may be
converted to permanent housing or permanent affordable housing, used as emergency
shelter, or left as non-congregate emergency shelter;

o except for funds used specifically for administration, these funds would be available
through September of 2025;

+ funding should be distributed through the HOME program formula;
[ ]

funding for a high-quality, year-round emergency housing shelter that contains multi-
stakeholder collaboration across agencies and localities; and

o funding to help accelerate existing homeless service provider projects to include
expansion of existing emergency shelter bed programs.

BACKGROUND

The intent of the resolution(s) is to/are to express Council’s desire to support improved
homeless services with the federal dollars expected to come to the City and Greater
Richmond Continuum of Care and grantees receiving monies from the City to provide
shelter, homeless prevention, and homeless services.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Fiscal Impact Yes [ ] No[¥
Budget Amendment Required Yes[] No[X

Estimated Cost or Revenue Impact S N/A

Note:

Attachment/s Yes ] No
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