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November 10, 2025
Re: Proposed Proactive Rental Inspection Program: Ord 2025-161
To: Richmond City Council

As the city’s public health professionals, we write to document our assessment of the potential impact
to public health and health equity of the proposal to establish a proactive rental inspection policy.

We find clear evidence for a positive impact to public health and health equity in our city as a result of
this praposal. The proposed ordinance has the important potential to identify and correct housing
issues that cause significant health problems. The positive impacts should be most significant in three
areas: childhood lead poisoning, in-home accidents, and asthma. The positive impacts should come both
from the violations that are corrected because of inspections and from the proactive steps many
landlords may take prior to inspections.

Specific background and analysis relevant to the health impacts of the proposed ordinance include:

» Childhood lead poisoning: In 2024, 113 Richmond children were poisoned by lead.! Almost all of
these were caused by lead paint dust and chipping, pealing and flaking paint.? VDH lists
Richmond children as being at “very high” risk of lead poisoning.? Children that are poisoned by
lead have mild to moderate intellectual development issues and reduced self-control.? These
impacts disproportionately impact people of color and the poor who have greater exposure to
lead and statistically significantly higher blood lead levels.® Prevention of lead exposure is the
optimal strategy for dealing with lead because of the irreversible effects of lead.® Prevention of
exposure to lead is effectively accomplished by eliminating the lead paint or by keeping the lead
paint well maintained to prevent lead dust, chips or flakes.” Repainting the interior of a home
will reduce lead poisoning as will fixing areas of peeling and chipping paint. Rental inspection
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program should result in reductions in lead poisonings as the city’s guidelines require that
peeling, chipping, flaking paint be repaired or removed.

In-home accidents: 18,000 deaths related to injuries occur annually in U.S. homes and 12
million nonfatal injuries occur annually in U.S. homes.® 1,051 Virginians died from falls in their
homes in 2022.° While some falls are not caused by rental unit quality issues, significant
numbers come from defects in the home, including from stairs that are faulty or have weak
handrails. Since inspections require stairs and handrails to be in good condition, a proactive
rental inspection can end these defects and reduce the number of injuries in properties subject
to inspection districts enabled by this ordinance. Inspectors ensuring that refrigerators are
working properly can reduce the incidence of food poisoning from spoiled food. A rental
inspection program can also result in more functioning smoke detectors and, when working
smoke alarms are present in the home, the risk of dying in a home fire is cut by 60 percent. A
study found that if every home in the US had a working smoke alarm, residential fire deaths
could drop by 36%.°

Asthma: 26,839 Richmonders (11.7% of the population), including 1,919 RPS students, have
asthma.!! 12 The Asthma and Allergy Foundation ranked Richmond as the 12" worst city in the
nation for asthma in 2024.1* Asthma sufferers have more doctor visits, more missed school and
work days and higher health care costs than non-asthma sufferers.! Asthma has a
disproportionate impact on people of color, as asthma-related hospitalization rates nationally
for blacks are six times higher than for whites,'® and black children in Virginia have twice the
asthma prevalence of white children.' Studies suggest that well maintained apartments cause
half the number of young children to develop asthma as badly maintained apartments.!’ Living
in a home in good repair reduces the number of missed school days by 27% and missed work by
37%.%® Inspections can cite apartments with pest harborages, water leaks, holes, and faulty
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ventilation systems, all of which can exacerbate or trigger events for those that suffer from
asthma. These inspections can result in apartments that are maintained better and will result in
fewer negative health impacts related to asthma.

Rental inspections programs in Virginia and across the country have been very successful. Residential
fires in Asheville, N.C. fell by 50% after proactive rental inspection.?® A proactive rental inspection
program contributed to an 83 percent decline in elevated blood lead levels among children in Monroe
County, NY between 1994 and 2011.%° In addition, RHHD reviewed similar programs in 13 Virginia
localities. All of those we had direct contact with recommended other cities set up a proactive rental
inspection program.*

In summation, the Health District finds that this proposed proactive rental inspection program can
improve health and health equity in the city by facilitating a means to identify and address some housing
conditions that negatively impact health. If the Council approves this ordinance, RHHD is happy to assist
with any of the engagement and outreach work associated with establishing inspection districts.

Thank you for your time,

Bob Becker

Bob Becker
Housing Equity Advisor
Richmond and Henrico Health Districts
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