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James River Branch Trail



Trail Purpose & Location
• Connect neighborhoods, schools, & businesses
• Located in abandoned CSX railway bed



• 10-ft wide paved 
multi-use trail
– 2-foot graded 

shoulders
• Approx. 2 miles long

– Westover Hills 
Boulevard to Hopkins 
Road 

• Primarily follows 
existing topography

Trail Design Information

Cannon Creek Trail intersection



Trail Typical Section



Trail Plan & Existing Conditions
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Trail Plan & Existing Conditions



Trail Design Features

• Intersection Safety
– Trail signing
– Clear intersection sight triangles
– Proposed street lighting at intersections
– Connections to existing adjacent sidewalks
– Pedestrian crossing evaluation



Trail Design Features
• Pedestrian Roadway Crossings

– Two Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB)
– Three Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons (PHB)
– Other traffic calming features: raised crosswalk, lane reduction on 

Midlothian Turnpike

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon at Grove Ave and Somerset Ave



Trail Design Features
• Landscaping & Trail Amenities

– Plantings at trail and roadway 
intersections

– Benches, trash cans, and bike 
racks at trail entry points

– Tree protection
– Root barriers along trail



Trail Design Features
• Tree Impact

– Site assessment of existing 
trees

– Tree removal minimized with 
trail alignment and tree 
protection fence

• Center of corridor where 
trail is mostly located is 
clear of existing trees

• Tree removal primarily at 
intersections & Hopkins 
Road terminus

• Alignment adjustments to 
save mature trees where 
possible



Trail Design Features
• Proposed Landscaping

– Native species
– Installing 34 shade trees, 90 ornamental trees, 70 evergreen trees

• 194 total trees
• 176” total caliper

– City Urban Forestry reviewed and accepts the proposed landscaping



• Streams & Wetlands
– Avoidance and minimization efforts
– Alignment & drainage design adjustments to avoid impacts where 

feasible 
• Voluntary Remediation Program 

– Project enrolled in Virginia DEQ Voluntary Remediation Program (VRP)
– Due diligence to ensure no current or future environmental concerns

Environmental Considerations

On-site wetlands



Public Involvement
• Public Information Meeting 3/25/2024

– Feedback included:
• Inclusion of native landscaping
• Intersection safety
• Nighttime safety
• Inclusion of trail amenities



Public Involvement
• Urban Design Committee Meeting held on 4/4/2024
• UDC recommends that the City Planning Commission grant approval with 

the following considerations:

 Staff recommends that outdoor lighting be sensitive to light pollution or dark-skies compliant.  
Proposed lighting will be mounted on both DPU and Dominion poles, and the specifications for each 
are dark-sky compliant.

 Staff recommends the Applicant show in the FINAL Plan, a minimum 5ft width for sidewalks 
crossing the proposed path at street crossings. All sidewalks connecting to the proposed trail are 
updated to be 5-ft wide at the intersection with the trail.

 Staff recommends the Applicant show in the FINAL Plan, locations for future signage that labels for 
drivers the trail crossing, and for trail users the upcoming cross street. Plans are updated with 
notation to install future wayfinding signs to the project, which will be coordinated by DPR. 

 Staff recommends the Applicant show in the FINAL Plan, space for future small scale landscaping, 
such as flower and shrubs, at intersections. Plans are updated to show locations at intersections 
for future small-scale landscaping, which will be coordinated by DPR.

 Staff recommends the Applicant provide in the FINAL application, a letter from the Department of 
Public Works stating an intent to repave and otherwise provide necessary minimum improvements 
to sections of the street where the path branches off. DPW has provided UDC with notice of intent to 
improve neighborhood street connections which will coordinate with future paving schedule.

 Concerns pertaining to impact to existing trees and proposed replacement. Visual site assessment 
conducted on 4/9/24 by DPW & design consultant. Design adjustments where feasible to avoid 
impact to several larger mature trees. Urban Forestry reviewed landscape plan and accepts 
proposed native species and installation plan.



Project Budget & Impact
• ARPA funded
• Total budget of $9M

– Preliminary Engineering: $1,100,000
– Right of Way: $200,000
– Construction: $7,700,000

• Property Impacts
– 6 parcels impacted

• At intersections and Hopkins Road terminus
– Primarily easements to be acquired



Project Schedule

July 2023

CSX Parcel 
Acquisition, Survey, & 

Preliminary Design

June 2024

Begin Utility 
Relocations & Right of 

Way Acquisition

Winter 2024

Construction Begin

Feb. 2024

Detailed Design March 2024

Begin Environmental 
Permitting Process, 
Public Info Meeting

April 2024

UDC & Planning 
Commission Meetings

Aug. 2024

Final Design & 
Advertise Project

Summer 2026

Construction Complete



Questions
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Landscape & Grading Plan
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