
AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED: REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: September 9, 2024 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2024-220

To declare a public necessity for and to authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to acquire by 
gift, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise certain fee simple interests, temporary construction 
easements, permanent drainage easements, and permanent utility easements, for the transportation 
improvements as part of James River Branch Trail Project from 49th street to its intersection with 
Hopkins Road.  

Patron – Mayor Stoney 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING: SEP 23 2024 AT 6 P.M. 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Council of the City of Richmond, a public necessity 

exists for the acquisition of certain fee simple interests, temporary construction easements, 

permanent drainage easements, and permanent utility easements, on the properties identified as 

Parcel Nos. 023, 073, 097, 099, 122, 123, and 124 on “James River Branch - Rail to Trail 

Greenway Project, Preliminary Right of Way Data Sheet,” and more particularly described and 

shown on sheets 1 through 8 of drawing No. B-29111 entitled “Proposed Acquisitions of Right of 

Way and/or Easements for James River Branch Trail Improvements from Westover Hills Blvd. to 

Hopkins Road,” prepared by H&B Surveying and Mapping, LLC, with sheets 1 through 3 and 6 
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through 8, dated June 14, 2024, and last revised June 28, 2024, and sheets 4 through 5 dated May 

3, 2024, and last revised June 14, 2024, copies of which are attached to and made a part of this 

ordinance, for the purpose of constructing transportation improvements as part of the James River 

Branch Trail Project from 49th street to its intersection with Hopkins Road; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That a public necessity exists for the acquisition of certain fee simple interests,

temporary construction easements, permanent drainage easements, and permanent utility 

easements, on properties identified as Parcel Nos. 023, 073, 097, 099, 122, 123, and 124, on 

“James River Branch - Rail to Trail Greenway Project, Preliminary Right of Way Data Sheet,” 

and more particularly described and shown on sheets 1 through 8 of drawing No. B-29111 entitled 

“Proposed Acquisitions of Right of Way and/or Easements for James River Branch Trail 

Improvements from Westover Hills Blvd. to Hopkins Road,” prepared by H&B Surveying and 

Mapping, LLC, with sheets 1 through 3 and 6 through 8, dated June 14, 2024, and last revised 

June 28, 2024, and sheets 4 through 5 dated May 3, 2024, and last revised June 14, 2024, copies 

of which are attached to and made a part of this ordinance, and hereinafter referred to, collectively, 

as “the Property,” for the purpose of constructing transportation improvements as part of the James 

River Branch Trail Project from 49th street to its intersection with Hopkins Road.  

§ 2. That the lump sum of the total funds necessary to compensate the owners of the

Property is $35,600.00, as more particularly set forth on the “Preliminary Right of Way Data 

Sheet” attached to and made a part of this ordinance. Such funds shall be deposited with the Clerk 

of the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond upon adoption of this ordinance. 

§ 3. That the Chief Administrative Officer or the designee thereof, for and on behalf of



3 

the City of Richmond, be and is hereby authorized and directed to, within the constraints imposed 

by this ordinance, (i) acquire, by gift, purchase, condemnation or otherwise, the aforementioned 

Property (ii) act for and on behalf of the City of Richmond in agreeing or disagreeing with the 

owners of the Property upon the compensation to be paid therefor, and (iii) to execute the deeds 

and other documents necessary to complete the acquisition and acceptance of such Property 

provided that all such deeds and other documents first must be approved as to form by the City 

Attorney. 

§ 4. The authority conferred in section 3 of this ordinance to acquire the Property by

undertaking appropriate condemnation proceedings shall be exercised in the manner prescribed by 

Section 18.03 of the Charter of the City of Richmond, for the purpose of constructing transportation 

improvements as part of the James River Branch Trail Project from 49th street to its intersection 

with Hopkins Road. 

§ 5. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption.

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
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Approval History

Action DateVersion Seq # Due DateActionApprover

1 M.S. Khara 1 7/5/20247/3/2024 Disapprove

Notes: Ord needs formatting

No Plat attachment but Lamont's email??

Have Lamont as reviewer on Granicus, if not approval, prior to my review

Resubmit addressing comments

Thanks.

1 Lamont Benjamin   - FYI 2 7/17/2024 Notified - FYI

1 M.S. Khara 3 7/19/20247/18/2024 Approve

1 Gail Johnson   - FYI 4 7/18/2024 Notified - FYI

1 Bobby Vincent 5 7/22/20247/19/2024 Approve

1 Robert Steidel   - FYI 6 7/19/2024 Notified - FYI

1 Jeff Gray 7 7/25/20247/30/2024 Approve

1 Lincoln Saunders 8 8/8/20248/21/2024 Approve

1 Mayor Stoney 9 9/6/20248/30/2024 Approve

History of Legislative File     

Action:  Result: Return 

Date:  

Due Date: Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  Ver-

sion: 
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Text of Legislative File Admin-2024-0748

DATE: June 27, 2024 

TO:  The Honorable Members of City Council

THROUGH: The Honorable Levar M. Stoney, Mayor

THROUGH: J.E. Lincoln Saunders, Chief Administrative Officer

THROUGH:  Jeff Gray, CAO SR. Policy Advisor 

THROUGH: Bobby Vincent Jr.; Director of Public Works

FROM:  M.S. Khara, P.E.; City Engineer

RE:                             TO DECLARE THAT A PUBLIC NECESSITY EXISTS AND TO 

AUTHORIZE THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER (CAO) OR 

DESIGNEE THEREOF, TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN FEE SIMPLE 

INTRESTS AND EASEMENTS, BY VOLUNTARY CONVEYANCE, 

PURCHASE OR BY CONDEMNATION OF SEVEN PROPERTIES 

FOR THE JAMES RIVER BRANCH TRAIL PROJECT FROM 

49TH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH HOPKINS RD  

ORD. OR RES. No.

PURPOSE:  To declare that a public necessity exists and to authorize the Chief Administrative Officer 

(CAO) or designee thereof to acquire certain fee simple interests and easements, by voluntary 

conveyance, purchase or by condemnation proceedings of SEVEN properties for the construction of 

the James River Branch Trail from 49th Street to its intersection with Hopkins Rd as shown in drawings 

prepared by Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP designated as DPW Drawing No. O-29054 

BACKGROUND:  The City of Richmond developed the concept for the James River Branch 

Rail-Trail more than a decade ago. The initial plan called for construction of a shared-use path and 

greenway along the abandoned James River Branch Railroad corridor, located in Council Districts 

5 and 8, in Southside Richmond. The JRBT will be a paved, shared-use path for bicyclists and 

pedestrians, extending from 49th Street to Hopkins Road. Future extensions are conceived 

contingent upon availability of additional segments of the abandoned railroad corridor and funding.

The JRBT will connect to and provide access to multiple neighborhoods along the corridor. The path 

and greenway will serve pedestrians, including those with mobility impairments, bicyclists, and other 
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Master Continued (Admin-2024-0748)

non-motorized users as both an active-transportation and recreational facility, linking several 

underserved communities and providing needed greenspace. Further, this facility would link to the 

expanding network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities being developed by the City, including the Fall 

Line Trail which is receiving significant funding from the Commonwealth.

 

Design is anticipated to be completed by Late Summer 2024.  The design and construction of this 

Project are performed using American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) federal funds. The project is 

anticipated to be advertised for construction in early Fall 2024.  Total Project Design, Right of way and 

Constructing Budget is $ 9 Million.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: This project held a Public Information Meeting (PIM) at 

Southside Community Center on 3/25/24, then was recommended for initial and final approval by 

Urban Design Committee (UDC) on 4/4/24. Finally, it was approved by City Planning Commission 

(CPC) on 04/16/24. Additional public engagement will be through the City Council Land Use 

Committee meeting on this Ordinance.  

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES AND OTHER GOVERNMENTAL:  This project conforms to 

Goal 8-Equitable Transportation in the Richmond 300 master plan by expanding and improving walking 

and biking infrastructure

FISCAL IMPACT:  None. The City received $ 3.7 million in state funds to acquire 2 CSX parcels 

needed to build this trail as well as $ 9 million in federal ARPA funds to design and construct the trail. 

The costs for acquiring right of way is included in the project budget. The actual acquisition cost is to be 

negotiated with the property owner. This right of way fee take is necessary to complete the construction 

of this project 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NECESSARY: No.

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon Adoption.

REQUESTED INTRODUCTION DATE:  September 9, 2024

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  September 23, 2024

REQUESTED AGENDA:  Consent Agenda.

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL COMMITTEE:  Land Use, Housing and Transportation Standing 

Committee.

AFFECTED AGENCIES:  Department of Public Works; Law Department; Planning and 

Development; Economic and Community Development; Department of Public Utilities; Finance 

Department; Budget and Strategic Planning; Copies also sent to: City Mayor (Levar M. Stoney); Chief 

Administrative Officer (J.E. Lincoln Saunders); Deputy Chief Administrative Officer of Operation 
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(Robert Steidel); and City Attorney (2).

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORD. OR RES.:  None.

ATTACHMENTS:  Drawing No O-29054 Sheets and plats       

STAFF:  Lamont L. Benjamin, P.E.; Capital Projects Administrator 804-646-6339.

Adel Edward, P.E.; Project Manager 804-646-6584
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RIGHT OF WAY DATA SHEET

NTS

PARCEL

NO.
LANDOWNER

SHEET

NO.
TOTAL

PERMANENT TEMPORARY

PROFFERS

YES / NO

UTILITY

ACRES OR SQUARE FEET

FEE TAKING FEE REMAINDER

ACRES OR

SQ. FEET

ACRES OR

SQ. FEET

HECTARES/ HECTARES/

OR OR

EASEMENTS

ACRES OR

SQ. FEET

HECTARES/

OR
ACRES OR

SQ. FEET

HECTARES/

OR
ACRES OR

SQ. FEET

HECTARES/

OR

SQ. METERS

PRELIMINARY 

RIGHT OF WAY DATA SHEET

SQ. METERS SQ. METERS SQ. METERS SQ. METERS

PRESCRIPTIVE

R/W

ACRES OR 
HECTARES/

SQ. METERS

OR
SQ. FEET

City Project No.: 107839

City/County: City of Richmond

TEMPORARY(ENTRANCES)

ACRES OR

SQ. FEET

HECTARES/

OR

SQ. METERS

AREA (Areas greater than or equal to 1 acre will be shown in acres to 3 decimal places (x.xxx).  Areas less than 1 acre will be shown to square feet (x,xxx).)

073

023

122

123

124

3, 4

10

15

15

15

28.043 AC

0.690 AC

1.177 AC

0.411 AC

0.360 AC

CITY OF RICHMOND SCHOOL BOARD

PRAVISHA INFOTECH, LLC

JR., CHINAE MASSENBERG
HERMAN I. MASSENBERG, HERMAN I. MASSENBERG

H.I. MASSENBERG

J. COLEMAN MANAGEMENT GROUP LLC.

1,067 SF

106 SF 379 SF

603 SF

330 SF

0.358 AC

0.377 AC

1.080 AC

0.690 AC

28.019 AC

097 ALFRED B. DIXON, EVA V. DIXON 11, 12 0.514 AC 0.514 AC 863 SF

973 SF

798 SF

490 SF

565 SF

099
NO. 23, FREE AND ACCEPTED MAAONS
AS TRUSTEES FOR THE USE OF HUBSON LODGE
ANDREW BAGBY,  WILLIAM E. BRADLEY, ET AL.

1.342 AC12 1.342 AC 386 SF

1,494 SF

4,213 SF

BL: XX NW, NE, SW, SE
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