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[Your Company Slogan] 

     

 

To:   Urban Design Committee 
 
Project:  Gorman-Love & Sullivan Residence – Netherwood’s General Store 
 2525 O Street 
 
Proposed:  Restore original 1874 Cellar door at 2525 O Street  
 
 
Heirloom Restorations proposes the restoration of the historic original 1874 cellar door structure that 
accessed the basement of the General Store. 
 
The original opening and staircase were uncovered during our restoration of 2525 O Street this spring. 
The steps lead to an original opening built into the granite bock foundation wall. That opening was bricked 
up prior to the staircase being filled with soil and paved over with brick. 
 
The original staircase and perimeter brick walls of the staircase are in pristine condition. 
 
Heirloom proposes to: 
 

Rebuild the cellar door foundation above grade using a circa 1950’s photograph, the original brick 
staircase opening and the holes in the granite header that one held the pins used to lock the 
doors in place as a guide in the reconstruction.  
 
Noting these historic elements we propose a brick foundation wall sloping up from 4’’ facing O 
Street to 13” to the granite header above the staircase opening. 
 
This opening will be covered with two wooden doors held in place by heavy duty cast iron strap 
hinges secured to the brick foundation. Examples of restored opening found in Colonial 
Williamsburg are enclosed in submission. 
 
 

We feel that the restoration of this historic architectural element is an important feature in the restoration 
of a rare, surviving piece of Richmond’s working class history; an intact and completely restored 1874 City 
block of “working man’s houses” and General Store.  
 
As a whole, the restoration of the cellar door contributes to the history of Richmond and the story of the 
people who lived and worked on the 2500 block of O Street and the surrounding neighborhood; the 
people that worked and built the City of Richmond. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Lewis 
President 

 
 

Restorations with a Designer’s Eye 
804-467-9333 



Jeff Eastman
Senior Planner, Planning & Preservation Division
Secretary to the Urban Design Committee
Dept. of Planning and Development Review
Richmond, VA

Jeff,

As owners of 2525 O Street, my partner, Jade Sullivan, and I believe the 
restoration of the cellar door leading to our basement is crucial to the preservation of the 
block’s history. If the goal of restoring the block is to make things how they used to be, 
then all elements that are original should remain. Sure, the rounded archway in the 
center of the row houses is quite unique, especially to Richmond, but just because you 
don’t often see things like that here doesn’t mean it should be bricked in. If that’s not 
being masked, then why would our cellar door? It’s the small details such as the 
rounded archway and the cellar door that paint the picture of the 25 hundred block of O 
Street.

As I’m sure you know, James Netherwood was in the granite business. He 
owned a general store at the end of the block, and built houses for his employees on 
the rest of the block. That old general store is now our home. On the day we moved in, 
an older gentleman walked by our home and told us he remembered coming into the old 
general store for candy when he was young. As you enter the house, on the left there 
are several holes in the mortar. This is where the shelves for the general store used to 
be. Another historical component of this structure. Did we fill in the mortar and mask the 
story? No. We kept it there because it makes the story complete. And it’s how it used to 
be. 

So we ask you to please consider the restoration of our cellar door. The cavity is 
there, it’s supposed to be there, and we would love for it to be completed. Because 
that’s how it should be. 

Thank you for your time,

Hannah Gormanlove and Jade Sullivan
Proud first time home owners of 2525 O Street
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