
  

 

Application for URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE Review 
 

Department of Planning and Development Review 
Planning & Preservation Division 

900 E. Broad Street, Room 510 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(804) 646-6335 
http://www.richmondgov.com/CommitteeUrbanDesign 

Applicant Information 
(on all applications other than encroachments, a City agency representative must be the applicant) 
 
Name: __________________________________ Email: ____________________________________ 

City Agency: __________________________________________ Phone: _______________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Main Contact (if different from Applicant): _________________________________________________ 

Company: ____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Application Type         Review Type 
__ Addition/Alteration to Existing Structure  __ Encroachment  __ Conceptual 
__ New Construction     __ Master Plan  __ Final 
__ Streetscape     __ Sign 
__ Site Amenity     __ Other  
 
Project Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Project Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Project Description (this is not a replacement for the required detailed narrative) :______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

last revised 10-15-2014 

Filing 
Applications can be mailed or delivered to the attention of  “Urban Design Committee” at the address 
listed at the top of this page. It is important that the applicant discuss the proposal with appropriate City 
agencies, Zoning Administration staff, and area civic associations and residents prior to filing 
the application with the UDC. 

Submittal Deadlines 
All applications and support materials must be filed no later than 21 days prior to the scheduled meeting 
of the Urban Design Committee (UDC). Please see the schedule on page 3 as actual deadlines are ad-
justed due to City holidays. Late or incomplete submissions will be deferred to the next meeting.  

UDC Background 
The UDC is a ten member committee created by City Council in 1968 whose purpose is to advise the 
City Planning Commission on the design of projects on City property or right-of-way. The UDC provides 
advice of an aesthetic nature in connection with the performance of the duties of the Commission under 
Sections 17.05, 17.06 and 17.07 of the City Charter. The UDC also advises the Department of Public 
Works in regards to private encroachments in the public right-of-way. 



Canal Street and Virginia Street Streetscape Project, Phases 1 and 2 (UPC 102658) 

Project Narrative for Richmond UDC Final Review Meeting – Submitted February 12, 2015 

 

Project Purpose 

The purpose of this project is to implement streetscape infrastructure improvements along East 

Canal Street and Virginia Street in the Shockoe Slip area of the City of Richmond.  The project is 

divided into two phases.  Phase 1 is East Canal Street from Virginia Street to South 13th Street.  

Phase 2 is East Canal Street from South 13th Street to South 12th Street, and also on Virginia 

Street from East Canal Street to East Cary Street.  At the present time, only Phase 1 is funded 

with an estimated construction start date in Spring 2015 and completion date of August 15, 

2015.  Phase 2 is not funded but funds have been requested in the FY 2016-2020 CIP budget.  

No project construction is proposed during the Richmond 2015 UCI Road World Championships 

to be held September 19-27, 2015. 

The streetscape improvements along East Canal Street (Phase 1 and Canal portion of Phase 2) 

include full depth replacement of cobblestone street surface (granite spall), replacement of 

concrete sidewalks with brick paver sidewalks, replacement of damaged brick sidewalk, a 

stamped pavement crosswalk to match brick pattern at east side of Canal Street and 12th Street 

intersection, ornamental pedestrian streetlights (Charleston style poles), ADA-compliant curb 

ramps at intersections, pavement markings, traffic sign relocations, street trees in sidewalk, and 

tree wells for proposed and existing trees.  The proposed improvements along East Canal Street 

maintain the existing roadway width, travel lanes, and number of parking and loading zones. 

The streetscape improvements on Virginia Street (in Phase 2) include widening of the west 

sidewalk from approximately 6’ to 12’ wide.  The west sidewalk will be entirely replaced with 

new brick paver sidewalk, relocated ornamental pedestrian streetlights (Charleston style poles), 

ADA-compliant curb ramps at intersections, traffic sign relocations, a new tree in the sidewalk 

and affiliated tree well.  New granite curb will be set at the new curb location.  The 

improvements on Virginia Street results in a loss of four (4) on-street parking spaces along the 

west side of Virginia Street.  The proposed street width of Virginia Street is 26’ wide, or one 13’ 

wide travel lane in each direction. 

For Phases 1 and 2, the type and style of streetscape improvements will match the existing 

types of streetscaping amenities found in Shockoe Slip.  In particular, the segment of East Canal 

Street between Virginia Street and 14th Street has already been improved and this project will 

model this segment for consistency of material color, style, and texture. 
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Preceding Phase 1 of this project, the City of Richmond Department of Public Utilities is 

performing a water line replacement project along Canal Street.  Construction for the water line 

replacement is estimated to take 3-4 weeks with an estimated completion date in March 2015.  

This DPU water line replacement project is unrelated to this streetscape project in terms of 

funding and project management. 

 

Project Background  

The project is located in the Shockoe Slip neighborhood of the City of Richmond.  Phase 1 

project limits are East Canal Street from the west side of Virginia Street to the west side of 

South 13th Street.  Phase 2 project limits are 1) East Canal Street from the west side of South 

13th Street to the east side of South 12th Street, and 2) the west side of Virginia Street from the 

north side of East Canal Street to the south side of East Cary Street. 

This is a City of Richmond Department of Public Works project managed by Kevin T. Newcomb, 

P.E. (City Project Manager – Engineer III).  As part of their on-call engineering services contract 

with the City, RK&K was hired in Fall 2014 to provide engineering design services. 

 

Project Budget / Funding Sources 

The design fees for Phases 1 and 2 are $60,000.  The preliminary engineering cost estimates for 

construction are $440,000 for Phase 1, and $600,000 for Phase 2. 

Funding sources include: 

 Phase 1:  $500,000 (Richmond CIP funding, FY 2015 – Approved) 

 Phase 2: $600,000 (CIP funding requested in FY 2016-2020 – Not funded)  

 

Description of Construction / Proposed Modifications 

Proposed construction and modifications for the project include the following (see the 

corresponding engineering plans for additional details): 

 On Canal Street, full depth replacement of cobblestone street surface.  Granite spall 

(cobblestone) pavers will sit on a 2” sand/cement base, 8” reinforced concrete base, and 4” 

no. 21A stone base.  The street section will also include an underdrain to provide for proper 

drainage and reduce risk of movement during freeze/thaw cycles. 

 On Canal Street, replace existing concrete sidewalk and existing damaged brick sidewalk 

with new brick paver sidewalk.  Sidewalk width will be maximized up to right-of-way to 
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provide widest pedestrian path possible throughout project limits.  Brick pavers will sit on a 

0.5” mortar setting bed, 4” concrete base, and compacted subgrade.  Brick paver sidewalks 

will be installed in a running bond pattern. 

 On Canal Street, Charleston style (Philips 1229 or equivalent) black streetlights will be 

installed at a 30’ +/- interval and placed 24 ” from face of curb on a 24”x24” concrete pole 

foundation.  Some ornamental lights of this type are already in place along this corridor.  

For Canal Street Phase 1, two (2) streetlights are proposed on the north side of Canal Street, 

and seven (7) streetlights are proposed on the south side of Canal Street.  For Canal Street 

Phase 2, nine (9) streetlights are proposed on the south side of Canal Street, and nine (9) 

streetlights are proposed on the north side of Canal Street. 

 On Canal Street, a small concrete retaining wall / planter box is proposed near the 

southwest corner of Canal Street and Virginia Street to remove a sidewalk drop-off / 

tripping hazard behind the existing sidewalk. 

 On Canal Street, tree wells are proposed for existing and proposed street trees.  For Phase 

1, four (4) tree wells are proposed for existing trees.  For Phase 2, nine (9) tree wells are 

proposed for eight existing trees and one proposed tree.  The proposed tree location is on 

the north side of Canal Street roughly midblock between 13th Street and 12th Street.  The 

proposed tree type shall be consistent with existing trees in this block segment. 

 On Canal Street, ADA-compliant curb ramps will be installed on the northwest and 

northeast corners of Canal Street at 13th Street, and also along the east side of the 

intersection of Canal Street at 12th Street.  At all curb ramps along the project corridor, 

truncated domes will be colonial red / maroon color (Federal color no. 20109).  Any existing 

yellow truncated domes at ADA-compliant ramps will also be replaced with colonial red for 

color consistency. 

 Canal Street project limits end at the east side of 12th Street.  The pavement section 

transitions to standard asphalt.  The crosswalk from the southeast corner of Canal Street at 

12th Street to the triangular splitter island will be a white painted ladder bar crosswalk.  The 

crosswalk from this same island to the northeast corner is proposed as a stamped concrete 

crosswalk (herringbone brick pattern) to match adjacent brick paver sidewalks and will 

include a 12” concrete trim bulkhead to provide a construction edge for the cobblestone 

section.  This crosswalk type was selected due to the cobblestone-to-asphalt transition. 

 On Virginia Street, the existing west sidewalk will be widened from approximately 6’ to 12’ 

into the existing roadway width.  The improvements on Virginia Street results in a loss of 

four (4) on-street parking spaces along the west side of Virginia Street.  Post construction, 

the proposed street width of Virginia Street is 26’ wide (one 13’ wide travel lane in each 

direction).   

 On Virginia Street, a new granite curb will be set at the proposed west side curb line. 



City of Richmond UDC Final Review – Project Narrative, Submitted February 12, 2015 
Canal Street and Virginia Street Streetscape Project, Phases 1 and 2 (UPC 102658) 

4 | P a g e  
 

 On Virginia Street, existing brick sidewalk will be removed and new brick paver sidewalk 

installed for new widened sidewalk width.  Brick pavers will sit on a 0.5” mortar setting bed, 

4” concrete base, and compacted subgrade.  Brick paver sidewalks will be installed in a 

running bond pattern. 

 On Virginia Street, three (3) existing streetlights will be relocated to standard offset from 

face of curb.  One (1) new proposed streetlight will be installed roughly midblock between 

Canal Street and Cary Street. 

 On Virginia Street, one (1) proposed tree and tree well will be installed roughly midblock 

between Canal Street and Cary Street.  The proposed tree type shall be consistent with 

existing trees in this block segment. 

 On Virginia Street, ADA-compliant curb ramps will be installed on the southwest corner of 

Virginia Street and Cary Street and northwest corner of Virginia Street and Canal Street.  At 

all curb ramps, truncated domes will be colonial red / maroon color (Federal color no. 

20109).  Any existing yellow truncated domes at ADA-compliant ramps will also be replaced 

for color consistency within project limits. 

 On Virginia Street, sidewalk ground mounted traffic signs will be removed or relocated, as 

needed. 

 On Virginia Street, the parking deck entrance will be modified to accommodate the new 

sidewalk width to a VDOT standard CG-9D. 

 

Project Schedule 

 Project scoping meeting      December 2, 2014 

 RK&K submitted 60% complete plans to City   January 20, 2015 

 City 60% plan review meeting     February 2, 2015 

 RK&K UDC final review submittal package   February 12, 2015 

 City preparing MBE goal and RFQ waiver    February 2015 

 UDC final review meeting      March 5, 2015 

 Planning Commission final review meeting   March 16, 2015 

 RK&K 100% complete plan, quantities & cost estimate  March 31, 2015 

 City 100% complete plan final review meeting   April 1-10, 2015 

 Final submittal to City Procurement    Mid-April 2015   

 

Application Attachments 

Canal Street and Virginia Street Streetscape, Phases 1 and 2 – 100% Review Engineering Plans, 

dated February 2015 
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