
 

 

 

AYES: 9  NOES:  0 ABSTAIN:  

      

ADOPTED: NOV 13 2018  REJECTED:  STRICKEN:  

 

 

INTRODUCED: October 8, 2018  

 

 

 

A RESOLUTION No. 2018-R094 

 

 

 

To establish a policy of the Council that the Council will pursue legal action on behalf of the 

City against drug manufacturers and distributors.  

   

 

Patron – All Members of Council 

   

 

Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 

   

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: NOV 13 2018 AT 6 P.M. 

 

 

WHEREAS, drug manufacturers and distributors, knowing of the serious risks and 

adverse outcomes related to the highly addictive nature of opioid products, nevertheless set out 

in the 1990’s and 2000’s to persuade health care providers, regulators, and patients that opioids 

were safe and effective in treating chronic non-cancer-related pain; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the successful persuasive efforts of drug manufacturers and 

distributors to increase the use of opioid products, the United States and the Commonwealth of 

Virginia are now experiencing, as stated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, an 

opioid-induced public health epidemic and an increasing number of opioid overdose deaths; and 
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WHEREAS, in 2015, nearly 12,500,000 Americans used prescription painkillers for non-

medical uses, with more than 15,000 deaths attributed to the use of the prescription opioids; and 

WHEREAS, opioid pain relievers, including oxycodone, hydrocodone, fentanyl, and 

hydromorphone, are responsible for three-fourths of all prescription overdose deaths; and 

WHEREAS, in 2016, nearly 215,000,000 prescriptions for opioids were filled in the 

United States, with the prescribing rate for opioids in the Commonwealth of Virginia at 44 

prescriptions for every 100 persons in the city of Richmond; and 

WHEREAS, in 2016, 1,268 residents of the Commonwealth of Virginia, including 87 

residents of the city of Richmond, died from overdosing on prescription opioids including 

fenanyl and non-prescription opioids including heroin; and 

WHEREAS, in 2016, hospital emergency rooms in the city of Richmond reported 10,111 

visits for opioid overdose treatments and the Richmond Ambulance Authority reported 4,076 

uses of naloxone, an overdose reversal drug; and 

WHEREAS, hospital emergency rooms can provide local health departments with data to 

identify increases in opioid overdoses which local health departments can then use in 

coordination with hospitals, law enforcement, health and mental health providers, and 

community-based organizations to develop and implement strategies to combat opioid misuse; 

and 

WHEREAS, to further combat opioid misuse, at least 18 states, many localities, and even 

individuals, have commenced litigation against manufacturers and distributors of opioids; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Richmond has the authority to bring suit under a variety of legal 

theories; and 
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WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Richmond believes that it is in the best interests 

of the citizens of the City of Richmond that the Council now adopt a policy that it shall pursue 

legal action against drug manufacturers and distributors and commence such action by December 

31, 2018. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

That it is the policy of the Council that the Council will pursue legal action against drug 

manufacturers and distributors of opioids and it intends to commence such action by December 

31, 2018. 

 










