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October 11, 2023 

  

 

Mr. Matthew Ebinger, AICP 

Planning and Development Review  

900 East Broad Street, Room 511 

Richmond, VA 23219 

 

RE:  1001 E. Main Street, Tax Map Number E0000080001 (the “Property) 

 

Dear Mr. Ebinger: 

 

This letter shall serve as the applicant’s report accompanying the application for a special 

use permit ("SUP") in order to permit a self-storage facility on the ground and lower level of the 

Property. The Property is located at 1001 East Main Street on the corner of South 10th Street and 

East Main Street, in the Central Business District.   The Property is located directly across 10th 

Street from the Truist Building.  The Property is unique with its significant slope along the 10th 

Street frontage from Main Street to the rear alley heading south to Cary Street. The existing 

building uses the grade with the doors to the commercial space along the 10th Street frontage 

located partially below street grade, creating a condition where only a portion of the space is 

visible from the street level and those at grade having a varied street level elevation.   

 

The self-storage use is permitted as an accessory use to the tenants of the Property; 

however, the owner is requesting the special use permit to be able to serve the public. In 

connection with the request for the special use to offer storage service to the public, the owner 

proposes to improve the pedestrian experience along 10th Street with the addition of improved 

exterior lighting.   

 

The Property is zoned as B-4, and it is surrounded by commercial and mixed-use 

buildings also primarily zoned B-4.  The Property is identified in the Richmond300 as 

Downtown Mixed-Use and is located in the Downtown Core priority growth node.  The 

proposed use is consistent with Richmond300 designation and the need to provide storage 

services both to the building tenants and the users from the surrounding area in a convenient 

downtown location.  This is an appropriate use of the space with its unique frontage on 10th 

Street which is the secondary commercial frontage.   In addition, the additional storage options 

that the use permits will help retain tenants and owners downtown who need additional space, 

with multiple sizes of units and plan durations available to meet those needs.   

 

 The following are factors included in Section 17.11 of the Charter and Section 30-1050.1 

of the Zoning Ordinance relative to the approval of special use permits by City Council.  The 

proposed special use permit will not: 

• Be detrimental to the safety, health, morals and general welfare of the community 

involved. 
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• Tend to create congestion in streets, roads, alleys and other public ways and places 

in the area involved. 

• Create hazards from fire, panic or other dangers.    

• Tend to overcrowding of land and cause an undue concentration of population. 

• Adversely affect or interfere with public or private schools, parks, playgrounds, 

water supplies, sewage disposal, transportation or other public requirements, 

conveniences and improvements. 

• Interfere with adequate light and air. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

       
      Jennifer D. Mullen 
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October 11, 2023 

  

 

Mr. Matthew Ebinger, AICP 

Planning and Development Review  

900 East Broad Street, Room 511 

Richmond, VA 23219 

 

RE:  1001 E. Main Street, Tax Map Number E0000080001 (the “Property) 

 

Dear Mr. Ebinger: 

 

This letter shall serve as the applicant’s report accompanying the application for a special 

use permit ("SUP") in order to permit a self-storage facility on the ground and lower level of the 

Property. The Property is located at 1001 East Main Street on the corner of South 10th Street and 

East Main Street, in the Central Business District.   The Property is located directly across 10th 

Street from the Truist Building.  The Property is unique with its significant slope along the 10th 

Street frontage from Main Street to the rear alley heading south to Cary Street. The existing 

building uses the grade with the doors to the commercial space along the 10th Street frontage 

located partially below street grade, creating a condition where only a portion of the space is 

visible from the street level and those at grade having a varied street level elevation.   

 

The self-storage use is permitted as an accessory use to the tenants of the Property; 

however, the owner is requesting the special use permit to be able to serve the public, which will 

only increase the pedestrian interaction with the street.  

 

The Property is zoned as B-4, and it is surrounded by commercial and mixed-use 

buildings also primarily zoned B-4.  The Property is identified in the Richmond300 as 

Downtown Mixed-Use and is located in the Downtown Core priority growth node.  The 

proposed use is consistent with Richmond300 designation and the need to provide storage 

services both to the building tenants and the users from the surrounding area in a convenient 

downtown location.  This is an appropriate use of the space with its unique frontage on 10th 

Street which is the secondary commercial frontage.   In addition, the additional storage options 

that the use permits will help retain tenants and owners downtown who need additional space, 

with multiple sizes of units and plan durations available to meet those needs.   

 

 The following are factors included in Section 17.11 of the Charter and Section 30-1050.1 

of the Zoning Ordinance relative to the approval of special use permits by City Council.  The 

proposed special use permit will not: 

• Be detrimental to the safety, health, morals and general welfare of the community 

involved. 

• Tend to create congestion in streets, roads, alleys and other public ways and places 

in the area involved. 
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• Create hazards from fire, panic or other dangers.    

• Tend to overcrowding of land and cause an undue concentration of population. 

• Adversely affect or interfere with public or private schools, parks, playgrounds, 

water supplies, sewage disposal, transportation or other public requirements, 

conveniences and improvements. 

• Interfere with adequate light and air. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

       
      Jennifer D. Mullen 

 

 



1001 E. Main Street

Street Level Retail Area 

Red outlined area is street-level and accessible from 10th Street 
exterior doors.
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1001 E. Main Street

Basement Level

Public access to the basement level is available via 10th Street door. Stairs and 

wheelchair elevator lift will be accessible from inside of 10th Street entrance. 

Location of stairs 
& wheelchair lift






