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HISTORIC LANDMARKS
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FLOODPLAIN
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Richmond, from Church Hill, 
April 1865 by Andrew J. Russell. 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT
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HISTORIC CONTEXT

Richmond, from Church Hill, April 
1865 by Andrew J. Russell,  modified 

for Richmond Slave Trail Markers.
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EXISTING SITE PHOTOS
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DESIGN LANGUAGE
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DESIGN
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FORM AND CONSTRAINTS
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GROUND LEVEL FLOOR PLAN
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EXCAVATION LEVEL FLOOR PLAN

72’ -3”

9
4’

-2
”

8
5’

-1
0

”

1/16” = 1’-0”  |  GROSS AREA = 6510 SF



JUNE 2026 UDC SUBMISSION FOR FINAL REVIEW LUMPKIN’S SLAVE JAIL PAVILION  |  13

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DEPOSITS

LUMPKIN’S 
KITCHEN

OUT BUILDING

SLAVE
JAIL

BRICK 
RETAINING 

WALL

OUT BUILDING



1/32” = 1’-0” 
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SECTION
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DESIGN LANGUAGE
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FINISHES
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NOT TO SCALE
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FRONT ELEVATION
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NORTH ELEVATION
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SOUTH ELEVATION



The integrated illustrations and art on the facade are intended to convey the purpose of the pavilion by incorporating primary source quotes that are accompanied by contemporary artistic interpretations based on those quotes. The 
thematic order from left to right is (1) Witnessing the Trade, (2) In this place, (3) Imprisoned here, and (4) A child remembers. 

The text in bold is intended to be the highlighted quote in each section with it’s narrative text and source noted below.
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EXTERIOR INTERPRETATION

Decades after emancipation, formerly enslaved 
people recorded their memories through 
the Federal Writers’ Project, preserving their 
experiences.

“Yes ma’am, I was sold from Richmond, 
Virginia... Put me up on the block and 
sold me too. I was bout three years 
old.”

— Nely Gray, c. 1937
Source: Federal Writers’ Project, Slave Narratives: 
A Folk History of Slavery in the United States, 
interview with Nely Gray, 1937.

INTERPRETATION OF EYRE 
CROWE’S OBSERVATION OF 

“SLAVES WAITING FOR SALE” IN 
RICHMOND, 1861

INTERPRETATION OF  CHARLES EMERY 
STEVENS’S DESCRIPTION OF THE THIRD 

FLOOR (ATTIC) OF LUMPKIN’S SLAVE JAIL, 
WHERE ANTHONY BURNS WAS HELD

INTERPRETATION OF THE 
FACE OF A THREE-YEAR OLD 

ENSLAVED CHILD

This site was the location of Lumpkin’s Jail. Enslaved men, 
women, and children were confined here before being sold and 
transported throughout the American South.
The archaeological remains of the jail lie approximately 12 to 16 
feet below where you are standing.

“In another jail she saw a room where the slaves 
of both sexes were flogged. There were the iron 
rings in the floor to which they were beaten....”

— Fredrika Bremer during her 1851 visit to Richmond
Source: Frederic Bancroft, Slave-Trading in the Old South, 1931.

In 1853, English artist Eyre Crowe visited Richmond and 
documented what he encountered in the city’s slave-trading 
district. 

“The sale was announced by hanging out a small 
red flag on a pole from the doorway. On each of 
these was pinned a manuscript notice of the lot 
to be sold. Thus I read:—”Fifteen likely negroes 
to be disposed of between half-past nine and 
twelve—five men, six women, two boys, and 
two girls.” “

— Eyre Crowe, 1853
Source: Eyre Crowe, With Thackeray in America, 1893.

1
2

3 4

1 2 Among those imprisoned here was Anthony Burns. Arrested in Boston under 
the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, Burns was returned to Virginia in 1854 and 
held at Lumpkin’s Jail before being sold. His story became a national symbol 
of resistance to slavery, but it also illuminates the ordinary realities of a 
system built on human bondage.

“The place of his confinement was a room only six or 
eight feet square, in the upper story of the jail, which was 
accessible only through a trap-door. He was allowed neither 
bed nor air; a rude bench fastened against the wall and a 
single coarse blanket were the only means of repose. After 
entering his cell, the handcuffs were not removed...”

— Charles Emery Stevens, 1856
Source: Charles Emery Stevens,  Anthony Burns: A History, 1856.

3 4

MAP OF LUMPKIN’S SLAVE-
TRADING COMPLEX



Designed by Tré Seals, one of the few Black type designers in the United States, this 
custom font, unique to The Shockoe Project, will be used for all major text on the 
pavilion and future phases of the masterplan.

Drawing inspiration from an illustration in The Richmond Planet’s December 6, 1919 
issue, highlighting the economic power of Black Americans, the flare serif font honors 
the strength, resilience, and self-determination of Richmond’s Black community.
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FONT
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