


THE NEW COMMUNITY SCHOOL  
REQUEST FOR CONCEPTUAL APPROVAL 

 

Mission of the School 

For more than half a century, The New Community School (TNCS) has transformed the lives of thousands 
of students with dyslexia and related learning differences. At TNCS, students discover how they learn best 
in a community that empowers them to recognize their strengths, nurture their talents, and realize their 
potential. Students are taught through customized instruction and meaningful relationships with teachers 
who help them build confidence, advocate for themselves, and create their own successful path forward. 
Families find not only support and understanding, but a school where their children are truly known and 
inspired. 

  

A Transformative Space: The New Academic Building 

TNCS has grown from a few borrowed classrooms in a church basement to serving more than 200 students 
annually on a vibrant 14-acre campus with over a dozen buildings.  TNCS seeks to enhance its intentional, 
student-centered program with a new academic building. Current classrooms are primarily in renovated 
dwellings with only one purposed-built academic building on campus. A new academic building will 
provide a needed expansion of space with intentionally designed instructional environments where 
students can learn in the specialized, collaborative ways that support their education. 

The new 20,000-square-foot, two-story academic building will include 16 modern, flexible classrooms 
designed for student-centered instruction. These spaces will integrate technology, accessibility, creativity, 
and innovation. Plans include modern chemistry and science classrooms, learning fundamental (LF) 
classrooms, and support spaces that respond to the critical needs of the students. 

 

Context and Architectural Character 

As part of the proposed site development, the project will shape the adjacent green space (Figure 1) into 
an organized quad with large trees, outdoor gathering spaces, and an improved pick-up zone for students.  
The project will also result in a safer and more efficient system of vehicular circulation.  The new building 
will strengthen the western edge of the quad and will be connected to the adjacent buildings by a series 
of walkways.   

The proposed building will be two stories in height and will have characteristics similar to adjacent 
buildings such as Massey Hall and Founder’s Hall.  Massey Hall (Figure 2) is a large two-story Italian 
Renaissance style house, which currently contains the school’s executive offices and some classrooms.  
Founder’s Hall (Figure 3), completed in 2016, is a two-story building that serves as a central hub with 
assembly spaces, classrooms and offices.  The proposed academic building (Attachments 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8) 
will have traditional forms and materials similar to these buildings to create a more consistent character 



 

Fig. 1 – View of Greenspace from Southwest 

 

 
Fig. 2 – Massey Hall          Fig. 3 – Founder’s Hall 

 

for the campus.  It will feature forms with sloped roofs, yellow brick, cast stone, and sash windows.  The 
building will be broken into a series of forms with hipped and gable roofs with large overhangs.  Massing, 
form and scale will be complementary to the existing buildings and will provide much needed visual 
cohesion on the campus.             
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