


 
 

 
530 East Main Street, Suite 600, Richmond, VA 23219 • (804) 874-6275 • markbaker@bakerdevelopmentresources.com     

 

April 4, 2025 
 
City of Richmond Department of Planning and Development Review 
Commission of Architectural Review 
City Hall, 900 East Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
RE: Commission of Architectural Review: 815, 819 & 821 Mosby Street (E0000-370/028, 
E0000-370/030 & E0000-370/031) 
 
Members of the Commission, 
 
 This memorandum shall serve as the applicant’s statement for the final review of the 
application, which was conceptually reviewed on April 22, 2025 and is to be reviewed by the 
Commission of Architectural Review (the “CAR”) for the proposed construction of a new three-
story multifamily dwelling on the parcels known as 815, 819 & 821 Street (the “Property”). 
 

The Property is located on the eastern line of Mosby Street between O and Carrington 
Streets, is currently vacant, and lies in Richmond’s Union Hill City Old and Historic District. 
Existing structures in the district are known for a variety of architectural styles and materials as 
well as a range of land uses. This block consists of a range of dwellings including single-family, 
two-family, multifamily and mixed-use buildings. Historic dwellings in the area tend to be of a 
range of forms and heights. 

 
The Property owner is proposing to construct a three-story, multifamily dwelling on the 

Property. The dwelling would contain a total of nine dwellings and accessory parking located at 
the rear of the Property and accessible from the rear alley. The dwelling design recognizes the 
previously CAR approved plans at on the Property and would remain compatible with existing 
homes in the block and based on materials, design, and use. 

 
Based on the Staff Report and Commissioner comments from the conceptual review of 

the project at the February 25, 2025 CAR meeting, the following changes were initially made to 
the design: 



 

• The first-floor brick on the southern elevation has been extended towards the 
rear of the building, now extending past the rear-most window on that 
elevation. 

• The Italianate trim along the top of the building has been altered to provide a 
gap between the trim and the third-floor windows and no longer extends around 
the rear of the building.  

• Additional information on HVAC screening has been provided. 
• Additional information regarding the screening around the parking area has 

been provided. 
 
The above changes were submitted with the intention of the project being reviewed at 

the March 25 CAR meeting. However, upon receiving the Staff Report which suggested 
additional changes and a recommendation of “deferral’ from Staff, the applicant chose to defer 
the case to the April meeting and make additional changes to the plans base on Staff’s 
comments. Those changes include: 

• Adding front stairs to the three first-floor units fronting Mosby Street which will 
then connect via a common sidewalk on the parcel to the existing staircase 
which accesses the public sidewalk. 

• Adding vertically aligned windows to the north elevation. 
• Updating the height of the buildings (+/- 180’) to reflect the correct height of the 

buildings where the initial revision showed them at +/- 190’. 
• The cornice line was extended the length of the entire southern elevation. 
• Additional detailing was provided on the rear elevations and access to the rear of 

the building. 
• The HVAC was specified as being located behind the building and screened from 

view of the ROW. 
• Additional screening has been shown along the parking area. Further, the 

proposed project will be constructed by-right and would be subject to all 
underlying zoning requirements for parking screen as required by the zoning 
code. 

 
The proposed design would be compatible with the historical fabric of the block as it 

recognizes the siting, scale, form, and massing of the existing structures on the block and 
reflects new construction recently reviewed and approved by the CAR within the block. The 
proposed dwelling is consistent with the fabric of the historic district while offering a variety of 
housing opportunities within the area. Furthermore, many of the design elements of the 
proposed dwelling can be found on historically significant dwellings throughout the Union Hill 
district. 



 

 
I thank you for the care and assistance in reviewing this application. Should you have 

any questions after reviewing this request, please feel free to contact me at 
will@bakerdevelopmentresources.com or (864)377-9140. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Will Gillette, AICP 
Baker Development Resources, LLC 

mailto:will@bakerdevelopmentresources.com
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MOSBY STREET PERSPECTIVE - FRONT ELEVATION
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PERSPECTIVE - BUILDING CORNER
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PERSPECTIVE - BUILDING REAR
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NORTH ELEVATION
SCALE: 3/32” = 1’-0”
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