Commission of Architectural Review
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City of Richmond, Room 510 — City Hall
900 East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219
PHONE: (804) 646-6335 FAX: (804) 646-5789

12 COPIES OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ARE REQUIRED FOR PROCESSING YOUR SUBMISSION

LOCATION OF WORK: 2401 E-BRoap ST DATE: Q/ 28| 14
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REQUEST FOR CONCEPTUAL REVIEW

D | hereby request Conceptual Review under the provisions of Chapter 114, Article IX, Division 4, Section 114-930.6(d) of the
Richmond City Code for the proposal outlined below in accordance with materials accompanying this application. |
understand that conceptual review is advisory only.

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

1 hereby make application for the issuance of a certificate under the provisions of Chapter 114, Article IX, Division 4 (Old and
Historic Districts) of the Richmond City Code for the proposal outlined below in accordance with plans and specifications
accompanying this application.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK (Required):
STATE HOW THE DESIGN REVIEW GUIDELINES INFORM THE DESIGN OF THE WORK

PROPOSED. (Include additional sheets of description if necessary, and 12 copies of artwork helpful in describing
the project. The 12 copies are not required if the project is being reviewed for an administrative approval. See
instruction sheet for requirements.)

Signature of Owner or Authorized Agent: X (‘7@/ ;J %Sf ¢ Vi Kfc

N4
Name of Owner or Authorized Agent (please print legibly): / Lm’ re_ D. l nsceoe- thw
L4

{Space below for staff use only)

Received by Commission Secretary APPLICATION NO.
DATE 8/ 27 / 2014 SCHEDULED FOR

Note: CAR reviews all applications on a case-by-case basis.

Revised 04-16-2013



St. Johns Church
2319 E Broad St
23220

Application Materials List

Signed submission application for Certificate of Appropriateness

Detailed description of proposed work

Recommendations from Architectural Conservation Assessment and Historic Structures Report
Letters of support from field professionals

Support images

Material sample - standing seam copper



St. John’s Church is applying for a certificate of appropriateness to rehabilitate the roof of the church building
and parish hall at 2401 E. Broad Street. The current (not original} Hendrick’s tile roof material on the church is
failing in several places and is in need of replacement. The parish hall, built in 1876 and clad in standing seam
metal, will be replaced with standing seam copper. This application will detail the need to replace the
Hendrick’s tile with standing seam copper. Standing seam metal was used on the building from 1898 to 1964.

St. John's Church, built as Henrico Parish in 1741, was originally roofed in cedar shingle. There were a total of
four additions made to the church. The two earlier additions (dated in 1772 and 1830) were shingled. The latter
two additions of 1905 were both standing seam metal.

It is well documented in vestry notes that the congregation struggled financially as early as the 1830s. The
building was decidedly in need of repairs, and additional framing was added at this time. Itis with that
information that we presume the shingles were already beginning to fail. Due to financial constraints, it was not
possible for the church congregation to replace the roof with the superior metal material.

Again in the 1870s after the city was recovering from the civil war, the parish added ‘new, strong timbers to the
roof structure, which was weakened by dry rot.’

in September of 1896, a hurricane dealt significant damage to the church and newer steeple, including the

shingled roof. The shingles were replaced with standing seam metal. All later additions and repairs were made
in standing seam.

in 1963, a roofing contractor was hired to inspect the roof and make a recommendation for replacement. At
that time, the contractor recommended replacing the standing seam with Hendrick’s concrete tile as well as
installing a steel structural system including seven metal tie rods in the interior. The tie rods became necessary
due to the excessive weight of the concrete tiles.

The tile weight was addressed in the 2007 Historic Structures Report — which stated that ‘the use of the tile
probably resulted in otherwise unnecessary loss of much of the 1741 roof structure.” The report goes on to state
that the tiles {in 2007} were in reasonable condition and had a long life expectancy. The Foundation is currently
consulting with John Matteo of MC1200 Architectural Engineers to determine the structural implications of the
tiles” weight over the last 50+ years.

Throughout the years, the roof and the plaster ceiling and walls have been repaired many times. Arecent
inspection of the roof shows many cracks and broken tile corners. The tile has reached the end of its life. The
church, which owns the structure, retains a modest maintenance fund has made numerous repairs throughout

- recent years —to both the plaster and the roof. The rector, vestry and the St. John’s Church Foundation staff are
concerned about going through another winter with the failing tile in place and have raised the funds for
replacement.

By removing the Hendrick’s tile and replacing it with standing seam, the visible tension rods can conceivably be
removed — based on the results of the architectural engineer’s findings, taking the church back to its original
appearance.
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“THAT THE FUTURE MAY LEARN FROM THE PAST”

June 19, 2014

Sarah Whiting

Executive Director

St. John’s Church Foundation
2319 East Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23223

Dear Sarah:

I am writing this letter to support the St. John’s Church Foundation in its proposal to replace
the present roof with a standing seam copper roof. I understand that the present Henricks concrete
tiles have reached the end of their usefulness, necessitating their removal. Because of the weight that
these tiles have placed on a roof frame that was never intended to carry such a load, alterations had to
be made to the church including the installation of a metal tie rods, which precipitated the lowering
of the original ceiling level inside the building. This turned out to be a misguided effort to make the
appearance of the exterior of the church match an earlier period, which inadvertently created
structural problems that threaten the integrity of the original fabric.

By installing a metal roof, the load on the framing members will lessen considerably. There
is precedent for installing a copper roof since an earlier one was put on the church in 1898. I endorse
this effort that takes into consideration the long-term conservation of this important historic structure
over a purely aesthetic decision made previously that has a detrimental effect. I wish you the best of
luck.

Singerely,

' Carl Lounsbury !
( ’ Senior Architectural Hls;n/an

/

ARCHITECTURAL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT
P.O. Box 1776, Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-1776, Telephone: (757) 220-7650 Fax: (757) 565-8224
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June 18, 2014

Amy N. Swartz

Programs and Preservation Director
St. John's Church Foundation

2319 East Broad Street

Richmond, VA 23223

Dear Ms. Swartz:

We are writing to express renewed support of the replacement of the existing Hendricks
Tile roofing on St. John’s Church with standing seam copper.

In 2005, Commonwealth Architects completed an Architectural Conservation
Assessment Survey Report on St. John's Church. Among our recommendations was
the removal of the existing 1964 Hendricks Tile roofing material and the replacement of it
with a standing seam copper roof. Not only has the tile roofing reached the end of its
serviceable life, but the structural roof framing system was originally designed for a
lighter metal roof. The additional weight of the tiles has required the introduction of
visually intrusive steel bracing on the interior to help support the weight. By replacing
the Hendricks Tiles with a traditionally detailed standing seam copper roof, the building
will receive a necessary new roof of a historically compatible design which permits the
removal of non-historic bracing.

This was the opinion of Commonwealth Architects in 2005 and continues to be our
opinion today.

Sincerely,

Robert S. Mills, AlA
Principal

ARCHITECTURE @ HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE © INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE ¢ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ® PLANNING ® VISUALIZATION
101 Snockoe Sup, Triro FLOOR, RICHMOND, VA 23219 © 804.648.5040  Fax 804.225.0320 * WwwW.COMARCHS.COM
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