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530 East Main Street, Suite 730, Richmond, VA 23219 • (804) 874-6275 • markbaker@bakerdevelopmentresources.com     

 

September 29, 2021 

Revised for Resubmission: October 8, 2021 

 

City of Richmond Department of Planning and Development Review 

Commission of Architectural Review 

City Hall, 900 East Broad Street 

Richmond, VA 23219 

 

RE: Commission of Architectural Review: 509 N 28th Street (E0000-528/025) 

 

Members of the Commission, 

 

 I represent the property owner in an application for review by the Commission of 

Architectural Review of the proposed construction of a new single-family detached dwelling on the 

property known as 509 N 28th Street (the “Property”). 

 

The Property is located on the east side of N 28th Street between E Leigh and E Clay Streets 

and lies in the Church Hill North Old and Historic District. Development in the neighborhood began 

in the early nineteenth-century and it is known for a variety of building styles and materials as well 

as a range of land uses. 

 

Located mid-block between E Leigh and E Clay Streets, the Property is currently vacant with 

access provided at the rear by a north-south alley. The buildings on this block consist primarily of 

single-family attached and detached dwellings. At 3,872 square feet in lot area, the Property is 

comparable with other lots in the block in terms of area which range in area from 2,020 to 4,311 

square feet.  

 

The Property owner is proposing to construct a two-story single-family detached dwelling 

on the Property. The dwelling will be of a traditional row-house design with a full-width front porch 

and front mansard roof to remain compatible with the character of the existing dwellings in the 

neighborhood. Consisting of 2,576 square feet of floor area, the dwelling would contain 3 bedrooms 

and 2 ½ baths. A modern and desirable floor plan is proposed including open living areas and a 

master bedroom with en suite bathroom. Quality building materials, including cementitious lap 

siding, are proposed. Care has been taken in the design and siting of the dwelling to ensure 

consistency with the existing dwellings in the block. 

 



 

The Property owner is also proposing to construct a modest garage at the rear of the 

Property. This detached garage will respect the siting and massing of existing outbuildings in the 

neighborhood and use the same construction materials and a compatible design to the proposed 

dwelling. It will be a single-story garage which will allow for desirable covered parking while its 

small size and location emphasizes its use as a secondary structure. 

 

Revisions Following Conceptual Review 

 

Following conceptual review by Staff and Members of the Commission of Architectural 

Review the applicant has submitted revised plans which address the comments regarding the 

proposed design of the dwelling at 509 N 28th Street. At the request of Staff, the HVAC location has 

been shown on the included site plan for the new dwelling. Staff also requested the removal of the 

decorative hardware on the garage door which was consistent with comments from the Members 

of the Commission who specifically noted their desire to see more modern designs and avoid any 

faux historicism. Noting these comments, the applicant has removed the decorative hardware from 

the garage door and has moved to one-over-one windows, as recommended by the Commission. 

While Staff recommended end battens and coping on the mansard roof, the applicant has chosen to 

exclude these from the revised plans in order to better differentiate the new dwelling from the 

historical home at 513 N 28th Street which is of a similar design and contains those features. This 

design choice was made to allow for a dwelling which acknowledges the historic nature of the area 

while also addressing the comments of Staff and the Commission which recommend against false 

historicism.  

 

The proposed design of the dwelling would be compatible with the historical fabric of the 

block as it recognizes the siting, scale, form, and massing of the contributing structures while also 

utilizing modern design features and avoiding an attempt to replicate the historic homes in the 

area. The traditional urban single-family detached design of the dwelling is intended to be 

consistent with the historic character of the neighborhood which consists primarily of single-family 

attached and detached dwellings.  

 

We thank you for the care and assistance in reviewing our application. Should you have any 

questions after reviewing this request, please feel free to contact me at 

markbaker@bakerdevelopmentresources.com or (804)874-6275. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark R. Baker 

Baker Development Resources, LLC 

mailto:markbaker@bakerdevelopmentresources.com
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