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Richmond Planning & 
Development Review 

Public Art Commission 

Write legislation/ordinance 
number here. 

Meeting Date: 4/23/2026 

Applicant/Petitioner Monica Kinsey, Planner/Secretary, Public Art Commission 

Project Description Shakirah Jones of Virginia Community Voice is seeking approval to install two murals on 
City streets in the Oak Grove neighborhood. The sites are the intersections of Davee and 
Ruffin Roads by T.B. Smith Community Center, and East 22nd Street and Gordon Avenue 
by Oak Grove Playground.  
 
VACV surveyed the community on locations for the project and designs and has received 
support from residents for the intended street murals. The aim of the street art, titled Art 
for Safer Streets, is to slow down traffic at these intersections, providing safer pedestrian 
access to T.B. Smith Community Center and Oak Grove Playground. The street murals will 
also serve to enhance community-building and placemaking in the neighborhood.  

 
The mural designs are by artist Hamilton Glass. The artist will adhere to guidelines 
outlined in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, using anti-slip paint and 
selecting paint colors that align with the requirements outlined there.  

 

 

Davee & Ruffin Road 

East 22nd & Gordon Avenue 

Virginia Community Voice 

Council District(s): ☐1  ☐2 
☐3 ☐4 ☐5 ☐6 ☐7 ☒8 ☐9 
☐City-Wide 
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RATIONALE FOR PLACING ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 
The street mural installations outside T.B. Smith Community Center and Oak Grove Playground will slow down 
vehicular traffic, increase pedestrian safety, and enhance a sense of community around busy gathering sites that 
provide integral amenities to the children and families of the surrounding neighborhoods. The street murals, which 
feature the word unity surrounded by outstretched hands, reflect Richmond's core values and serve as a reminder of 
the city's commitment to inclusivity and community support. 

 
MAINTENANCE 

The intersection murals will be painted with anti-slip paint for asphalt art that typically lasts last 2-5 years. 
Depending on the traffic volume of the street, there is a possibility that the ground mural may need to be touched 
up during that time. VACV plan to raise funds of approximately $2,000 for the maintenance of this mural in the next 
2-5 years. 

 
ARTIST BIO 

Hamilton Glass started his art career as an architect, and after working in the field for seven years discovered his 
true passion was painting. His paintings, however, are reminiscent of his past as an architect through technique and 
style. He often utilizes geometric shapes, line, and color to create bold, graphic murals that work with the existing 
architecture or landscape to create site-specific works of art. Glass is honored to be a frequent collaborator with 
organizations who are focused on community growth and outreach. This part of his practice offers him the 
opportunity to give back to the community through his art and is a huge inspiration in itself. 

Glass is a founder of Mending Walls, whose mission is to advance social justice by connecting community members 
from different backgrounds in conversation to foster empathy, understanding, and healing using art as a major 
vehicle. Mending Walls was featured in an Emmy award-winning documentary on PBS. Glass has completed street 
murals on City property in the past, including street murals for the Bon Secours Richmond Community Hospital as 
part of its Community Today, Community Tomorrow: Pathway to Wellness in the East End strategy. 

CORRELATION TO THE PUBLIC ART MASTER PLAN 
 

Distribute Public Art Equitably (p. 55) 
. . . To engender interest and enthusiasm about public art in the city, the program must be active in neighborhoods 
outside of the downtown core to engage more citizens. Smaller-scale projects created by artists that interact with 
neighborhood residents can contribute to the texture and identity of an area and help provide a sense of community 
by adding landmarks, touchstones, and a unique character. 

Local Artists and Projects (p.58) 
This plan strongly recommends that the Public Art Program . . . support high quality public art projects by local 
artists. 

Priority Sites & Projects (p. 63-69) 
Community Gathering Sites 

CORRELATION TO RICHMOND 300 MASTER PLAN 
 

Goal 4: Urban Design (p. 99) 

PAC Recommendation Approval, with Conditions 

Staff Contact Monica Kinsey, Planner/Secretary, Public Art Commission, (804) 646-3303, 
monica.kinsey@rva.gov 
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Public art is critical to showcase a place’s uniqueness, culture, and history. . . . Future public art projects and 
improved streetscapes in all parts of the city set the tone for high-quality development and create pride for 
residents as they look forward to the future prosperity of their neighborhood and their personal household. 
 
Objective 4.2 (p. 102) 
Integrate public art into the built environment to acknowledge Richmond’s unique history and neighborhood 
identity, and engage the creative community, focusing public art efforts in areas that do not have public art today. 

 
ATTACHMENT(S) 

Mural designs, Gift of Art Form, letters of support 
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PUBLIC ART COMMISSION  
CITY OF RICHMOND   

DONATING GIFTS OF ART TO THE CITY  

DONOR INFORMATION CHECKLIST  

Anyone wishing to donate art for public display to the City of Richmond must follow the  City’s 
policies and procedures for “Gifts of Works of Art.” The gift will be reviewed in  accordance with 
uniform criteria used for all art in the City’s Public Art Collection. This  criteria includes:  

1) Artistic merit and context in the City’s art collection  
2) Site appropriateness  
3) Fabrication, handling, and installation  
4) Oversight responsibility  
5) City liability and maintenance requirements  
6) Community endorsement  
7) Budget and guarantee of funding source  
8) Educational, cultural, and historical value; and contribution to the identity of a  

neighborhood or district  

All art offered to any agency, department or office of the City shall be referred to the Public  Art 
Commission (PAC) for consideration.  

For art valued at less than $2000, the PAC will review the work according to the criteria  listed 
above and make a recommendation to the Planning Commission for final approval.  

For art valued above $2000, the PAC will appoint a “Gift Review Team” (GRT) to review  the art 
according to that same criteria. The GRT shall consist of:  

1) a representative of the community,  
2) a representative of the City’s user agency responsible for the artwork’s care,  

placement or disposition, and   
3) at least one member of the PAC.  

The GRT will prepare a report for the full PAC who in turn will forward their  recommendation to 
the Planning Commission. Following their assessment, a final  recommendation will be 
presented to City Council for a vote if the value of the artwork is  over $25,000. The Office of the 
Chief Administrative Officer will inform the donor of the  art’s final acceptance or rejection.  

Attached are a set of forms (A-C) that must be completed in full and submitted along with a  written 
request for consideration of the donated art to the PAC. Send to  (monica.kinsey@rva.gov). Please 
indicate if the donor will pay for relocation costs for the work and be sure to attach all requested 
additional materials to the forms (if applicable).  These forms are necessary to provide full 
documentation of the gift and pertinent  information necessary for its care in the future. Your 
cooperation with these procedures is  appreciated. 
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PUBLIC ART COMMISSION  

CITY OF RICHMOND   

      DONATING GIFTS OF ART TO THE CITY  

                              FORM A  
ARTIST INFORMATION  

Artist’s Name - Hamilton Glass 

Address: P.O. BOX 38631 

Henrico VA 23231 

Phone: (862) 452-6604 

Email: ham.glass@gmail.com 

Dealer or Agent’s Name  

Address: N/A 

Phone: N/A 

Email: N/A 

In addition, please provide the following information:  

Artist’s website and/or other social media platforms 

Website: www.whosham.com 

Instagram: @hamglass 
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FORM B  

WORK OF ART SPECIFICATIONS  

Identification  

Title of Work:  Arts for Safer Streets 

Date Executed: September - October 2026 

Location and Description of Signature and Edition Markings:   

The location of this project is the intersection of Davee Road and Ruffin Road, at the T.B. Smith 
Community Center (2009 Ruffin Road, Richmond, VA 23234) and the intersection of East 22nd 
Street and Gordon Avenue. This proposal aims to slow down traffic to provide safer intersections 
for pedestrians. Slower traffic decreases the rate of crashes with pedestrians, cyclists and other 
vehicles. Creating the mural will build a stronger community of trust by giving residents a chance 
to collaborate with others on a design and an opportunity to express themselves in ways they 
would not otherwise. 

Specifications  

Dimensions (without pedestal):  

Height (in inches): Width (in inches): Depth (in inches): Weight (in pounds):  

Pedestal Dimensions:  

Height (in inches): Width (in inches): Depth (in inches): Weigh (in pounds):  

Material  

List each type of fabrication material used (including welding or joining materials if applicable).  

●​ Anti-Slip Paint 
●​ Paint Brushes 
●​ Cups 
●​ Painters Tape 

Fabrication (if applicable)  

Name of Fabricator(s): N/A 

Address: N/A 



Phone: N/A 

Primary Construction Technique(s):N/A 
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Maintenance  

If the work was designed to include the weathering process as a part of its overall visual impact,  
please describe the type of environment for which the work was designed. 

    The intersection mural is being painted with special ground paint that is meant to last 2-5 
years depending on the traffic volume of the street. There is a possibility that the ground mural 
can be touched up after it has worn and past its expiration date. 

Is the donor planning to establish a maintenance fund for the future care of the art? If so, please  
indicate the amount of funding to be provided and whether it is a one-time or annual contribution.  

    Virginia Community Voice is planning on raising funds for the maintenance of this mural in the 
next 2-5 years. We expect funding for this process to be up to $2,000 dollars. 

Additional Archival Information  

Please indicate all notable public viewings, exhibitions and/or collections in which this work has  
been included.  

N/A 

 

If this work is a limited edition, please indicate the locations of other editions.  

N/A 

Please provide bibliographic information on any publications that have either reproduced or  
carried articles pertaining to this work.  

N/A 

If there is any other relevant information about the work that you feel should be presented to the  
Art Commission during its review, please attach it to this form.  

N/A 

 

Site Selection  

If the donor has a preferred City-owned property site in which to place this work, please identify  
the proposed site, describe the reasons why the site was selected, and how the site will be  
improved or enhanced by the installation of this work.  

The proposed site is at the intersection of East 22nd Street and Gordon Avenue and the 
intersection of Davee Road and Ruffin Road (in front of the little T.B. Smith building). We 
selected these sites because of the work that has been done by Virginia Community Voice, 
which includes gardens curated by Virginia Community Voice in both the Oak Grove and Davee 
Garden neighborhoods, as well as continued work in these neighborhoods with community 
engagement, surveying the community on locations for the project and designs, and monthly 



meetings with neighbors from these communities in our Housing Working Group, Greening 
Working Group, Steering Committee, Healing Hub Design Team and Leadership Academy. 
These sites will be enhanced by the installation of this work as this proposal aims to slow down 
traffic to provide safer intersections for pedestrians. Slower traffic decreases the rate of crashes 
with pedestrians, cyclists and other vehicles.C reating the mural will build a stronger community 
of trust by giving residents a chance to collaborate with others on a design and an opportunity 
to express themselves in ways they would not otherwise 

List two alternate sites that would be acceptable to the donor. (The Public Art Commission  
cannot guarantee that any suggested sites will receive final approval from the City.) 

​ ​ ​  
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FORM C  
DONOR PROFILE  

Donor or Donor Organization  

Name: Virginia Community Voice 

Address: P.O. Box 26972, Richmond, VA 23261 

 

Phone: (804) 223-0004 

Email: admin@vacommunityvoice.org 

Donor Liaison (if applicable)  

Name: N/A 

Address: N/A 

Phone: N/A 

Email: N/A 

Please describe the circumstances under which the gift is being proposed:  

Valuation  

Appraised value: No appraisal has been done but the material on this project are around $2,000 

Date of appraisal:  

Appraiser’s Name:  

Address:  

Phone:  

Email:  

Please attached the appraiser’s report if available. 
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February 25th, 2026 
 
To: Richmond Public Art Commission 
Re: Support for the Arts for Safer Streets Mural 
 
Dear Members of the Richmond Public Art Commission, 
 
As a resident of Oak Grove, I am writing to express my full support for the placement of the 
proposed Art for Safer Streets Mural by Virginia Community Voice to be installed at the 
intersection of 22nd Street and Gordon Avenue.  
 
I believe that this project will greatly benefit our community in many ways, such as improving 
traffic safety, as this will create a “moment of pause” for oncoming drivers in the neighborhood 
and increasing community interaction, as this will be a community wide mural installation. The 
design(s) (which are included below) reflects our community’s culture and values, and I am 
excited to see this investment in our community.  
 
This project has the potential to make a meaningful difference in our daily lives by transforming 
a physical space into a social and cultural asset that promotes community connection, enhances 
perceptions of safety and cultivates local pride. Beyond its aesthetic contribution, it functions as 
a visual anchor of neighborhood identity and a strategic catylist for community revitalization. 
 
I support the efforts of Virginia Community Voice in organizing this project, and I look forward 
to the project’s installation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Proposed Arts for Safer Streets Mural Designs: 
































































































