
 

 
AYES: 9  NOES: 0  ABSTAIN:  
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INTRODUCED: December 13, 2021 

 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2021-341 

 

 

 

To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to accept funds in the amount of $61,990.00 from 

the United States Department of Agriculture, to amend the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Special Fund 

Budget by creating a new special fund for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community 

Facilities called the Richmond Compost Initiative Special Fund, and to appropriate the increase 

to the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Special Fund Budget by increasing estimated revenues and the 

amount appropriated to the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities’ 

Richmond Compost Initiative Special Fund by $61,990.00 for the purpose of funding a food 

waste diversion and community gardening compost program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

in the city of Richmond. 

   

 

Patron – Mayor Stoney and Ms. Lambert 

   

 

Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 

   

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  JAN 10 2022 AT 6 P.M. 

 

 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That the Chief Administrative Officer is authorized to accept funds in the amount 

of $61,990.00 from the United States Department of Agriculture for the purpose of funding a 

food waste diversion and community gardening compost program to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions in the city of Richmond.  
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§ 2. That Ordinance No. 2021-041, adopted May 24, 2021, which adopted a Special 

Fund Budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2022, and made 

appropriations pursuant thereto, be and is hereby amended by creating a new special fund for the 

Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities called the Richmond Compost 

Initiative Special Fund for the purpose of funding a food waste diversion and community 

gardening compost program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the city of Richmond. 

§ 3. That the funds received from the United States Department of Agriculture are 

hereby appropriated to the Special Fund Budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021, and 

ending June 30, 2022, by increasing estimated revenues by $61,990.00, increasing the amount 

appropriated for expenditures by $61,990.00, and allotting to the Department of Parks, 

Recreation and Community Facilities’ Richmond Compost Initiative Special Fund the sum of 

$61,990.00 for the purpose of funding a food waste diversion and community gardening compost 

program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the city of Richmond. 

 § 4. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 
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City of Richmo�d 
Intracity Correspondence 

DATE: November 15, 2021 

TO: The Honorable Members of City Council 

THROUGH: The Honorable Levar M. Stoney, Mayor 

THROUGH: J.E. Lincoln Saunders, Chief Administrative Officer 

THROUGH: Sheila White, Director of Finance 

EDITION: 1 

THROUGH: Jason May, Director of Budget and Strategic Plannirr ('J/l

THROUGH: Reginald E. Gordon, DCAO for Human Services \JI" J

FROM: 

RE: 

Christopher E. Frelke, Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Facili&

Acceptance and appropriation of grant funds in the amount of$61,990 from the 
Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Natural Resource Conservation Service) to be used to fund the 
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community Facilities' Community 
Compost and Food Waste Reduction Project (CCFWR). 

ORD. OR RES. No. ______________________ _ 

PURPOSE: To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to accept a grant in the amount of 
$61,990 from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (OUAIP) and to 
appropriate $61,990 of the grant funds to the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Special Fund Budget by 
creating a new special fund for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities 
called "Richmond Compost Initiative" and increasing estimated revenues and the amount 
appropriated to the new "Richmond Compost Initiative" special fund by $61,990. The program 
will span two fiscal years, thus, the remaining $28,010 will be appropriated in the Fiscal Year 
2022-2023 Special Fund Budget. 

REASON: The City of Richmond's Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities 
(DPRCF) is seeking approval to accept the grant amount of $61,990 from the Office of Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production {U.S. Department of Agriculture's Natural Resource 
Conservation Service). The CCFWR Pilot Project entitled "Richmond Compost Initiative" is Jed 
by the City of Richmond and its Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community Facilities' 
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community garden program, Richmond Grows Gardens. Through this pilot project, the City will 
establish a network of food scrap drop-off stations across the City of Richmond, collaborating with 
community gardens, libraries, businesses, and community organizations to learn how to best grow 
this community garden composting program across the City. The success of the pilot will lay the 
groundwork for a culture of composting and carbon capture in a major American city. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval is recommended by the City Administration. 

BACKGROUND: Richmond is the capital of the Commonwealth of Virginia and is in the central 
part of the state. The city's diverse population of over 230,436 is comprised of nearly 48% Black 
or African American, 40% White, 7% Hispanic/Latino, 2% Asian, and 3% mixed-race residents. 
Median household income was $45,117 in 2018, with a per capita income of $31,635. Richmond's 
poverty rate is 24.5%. The City provides a robust municipal waste program, as well as curbside 
mixed materials recycling. Richmond does not currently offer municipal composting. The City's 
Office of Sustainability developed the RV A Green 2050 plan in 2018, its equity-centered guide to 
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 80% from its 2008 baseline by 2050. In 2020, the City 
Council voted to create a new goal of net zero emissions by 2050. Net zero modeling has recently 
been completed. A zero-waste plan is being developed as part of this effort, with community 
composting playing a lead role in helping the City achieve net zero GHG emissions and diverting 
waste, including all food waste, from municipal landfills. To reach zero food waste, the City must 
develop a comprehensive food waste diversion and composting program. While some composting 
efforts are underway throughout the City, they are small and localized in nature. The 14 gardens 
participating in Richmond Grows Gardens have compost bins and accept food scraps from nearby 
neighbors and some businesses, as well as yard waste from their sites. A current challenge of the 
program is the lack of capacity to tend the compost, so it actually breaks down into usable compost. 

FISCAL IMPACT/ COST: These funds will increase the FY22 Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Community Facilities Special Fund Budget by $61,990. $28,010 will be appropriated in the 
FY23 Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities Special Fund Budget. The 
anticipated Federal share is $90,000 and the non-Federal share is $135,300, for a total of$225,300. 
The non-Federal share of $135,300 is composed of equipment and staff time from Parks, 
Recreation and Community Facilities and the Department of Public Works. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: NIA

BUDGET AMENDMENT NECESSARY: Yes, amend Special Fund Ordinance #2021-041. 

REVENUE TO CITY: $61,990 

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon Adoption 

REQUESTED INTRODUCTION DATE: December 13, 2021 

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DATE: January 10, 2022 





Natural Resources Conservation Service 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

September 2, 2021 

City of Richmond Parks, Recreation and Community 
900 E Broad Street  
Richmond, VA 23219-1907

SUBJECT: Funding Opportunity USDA-NRCS-NHQ-CCFWR-21-NOFO0001112, Community 
Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) Pilot Projects 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Congratulations! The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has selected your 
GRANT13427041 application for the above referenced funding opportunity for award.  The 
anticipated Federal share is $90,000.00 and the non-Federal share is $135,300.00, for a total of  
$225,300.00. 

This letter is not an authorization to begin performance or to incur costs prior to an award 
being fully executed.  The Notice of Grant and Agreement Award (form NRCS-ADS-093), 
when signed by an authorized NRCS official, is the authorizing and fully executed document. 
Any pre-award costs not approved by NRCS will not be reimbursed and are incurred at your 
organization’s own risk.    

The next step in the process will be to discuss the details associated with the development of a 
potential agreement for your proposal. Someone from my Office will be in contact with you 
shortly to provide next steps along with teleconference options for consideration. 

NRCS anticipates putting out a press release to announce the organizations that are selected for 
CCFWR awards on September 30, 2021. Please treat this information as confidential and do not 
share it with others outside your organization prior to the official announcement. If you have any 
questions, please contact UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov.  

I look forward to working with your organization on this project. 

Sincerely, 

Rafael Guerrero 
Acting Director, Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 

mailto:UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov
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