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INTRODUCED: June 11, 2018  

 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2018-177 

 

 

 

To designate the 3100 block of Hawthorne Avenue in honor of Clarence Lee Townes, Jr. 

   

 

Patron – President Hilbert 

   

 

Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 

   

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: JUNE 25 2018 AT 6 P.M. 

 

 

WHEREAS, Clarence Lee Townes, Jr., died on January 11, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, Clarence Lee Townes, Jr., was born in Richmond on January 21, 1928, 

educated in Richmond Public Schools, and graduated from Virginia Union University; and 

WHEREAS, Clarence Lee Townes, Jr., was active in civic, educational, business, and 

professional activities, including work with Richmond Renaissance, now Venture Richmond; the 

Metropolitan Richmond Convention and Visitors Bureau; Howard  University’s Joint Center for 

Political Affairs, providing guidance to newly-elected black officials; the Richmond Public 

Schools Board of Trustees; the Virginia Commonwealth University Board of Visitors; the 

Richmond Redevelopment and Housing Authority; and other governmental, educational, and 

private organizations; and 
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WHEREAS, the City desires to memorialize Clarence L. Townes, Jr.’s contributions to the 

civic well-being of the city of Richmond and beyond as an advocate for equal opportunity by 

designating the 3100 block of Hawthorne Avenue in his honor; and 

WHEREAS, because this designation is honorary only, the provisions of sections 8-7 

through 8-10 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2015), as amended, do not apply to the 

designation made hereby or to any signs erected pursuant to this ordinance; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. Designation of Street Block for Honorary Name.  The 3100 block of Hawthorne 

Avenue shall be designated in honor of Clarence Lee Townes, Jr., pursuant to this ordinance. 

§ 2. Effect of Designation.  The designation of the street block made pursuant to this 

ordinance shall be honorary only, shall not replace the existing name of the street, and shall have 

no effect on the address of any property with an address on the designated street block.  The sole 

effect of designation pursuant to this ordinance shall be to authorize the placement of 

commemorative signs in accordance with this ordinance memorializing the designation in honor 

of the named person. 

§ 3. Administration of Ordinance.  The Department of Public Works shall implement 

this ordinance by installing, as soon as practicable after the adoption of this ordinance, and 

maintaining commemorative signs in accordance with this section.  The commemorative signs 

shall be clearly distinct from the street signs used to identify the street block in question such that 

a reasonable person could not conclude that the commemorative signs reflect the actual name of 

the street.  The commemorative signs shall be affixed to the street sign for the street designated in 
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section 1 of this ordinance located at each end of the street block designated in section 1 of this 

ordinance and shall bear the name of the person set forth in section 1 of this ordinance. 

§ 4. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 








