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Property description, current conditions and any prior alterations/additions 

 
The house is a two-story Frame Victorian house in the Saint John’s Historic 

district built sometime before 1876 with an English Basement and rear sleeping porch.  
The house was built in three phases, the first addition was a framed two story addition 
which also added to the sleeping porch, and the second addition was a two story brick 
servants quarters built before 1905.  The house is largely original though some work 
was done to the rear roofs and the sleeping porch.   We have an approved Part II with 
the VA Dept. of Historic resources and are presently waiting for written approval for 
our part II amendment, which includes the porch enclosure.  We have consulted on 
multiple occasions with DHR (tax credit open houses) about the design of casement 
windows we will use to enclose this sleeping porch.   

 
 
Proposed work: 

 
We propose to enclose both the pre-1876 and post-1876 sleeping porch 

 primarily with casement windows.  
  

Current building material conditions: 
 

The porch railing consists of rectangular balusters which appear quite old,  
though the top rails are modern 2x4’s and the bottom rails appear to be more modern 
Richmond rails.  Most of the floorboards appear to be original 5/4” thick pine but they 
are mixed with less sturdy ¾” pine floorboards.   
  
Proposed new material description 
 

Attached plans detail the proposed construction and a two page general  
description of the Jeld-Wen Siteline Clad casement windows is attached as well as two 
pages of our quote for the windows from ‘Custom View’. 
 

One of our  objectives has been to let in as much light and air as possible to help  
the sleeping porch retain its feel and function.  All casement windows will be operable, 
though the two small awning windows on the south side facing the neighbors windows 
(Photo #3) will be fixed.   
 

The older part of the sleeping porch was built with thicker columns (7” square) 
 and the columns on the newer part are 3.5”.  The thinner columns will be encased with 
Boral TruExterior trim for durability but will remain thinner to differentiate the newer 
part of the sleeping porch from the old.   
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Basement Plan
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