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Virginia Union University
Vision

Virginia Union University is a premier liberal arts urban
institution of higher education and center of excellence for the
preparation of students and the development of leaders for
tomorrow’s world.

Mission

Virginia Union University is nourished by its African American

heritage and energized by a commitment to excellence and

diversity. Its mission 1s to:

1. Provide a nurturing intellectually challenging and spiritually
enriching environment for learning;

2.  Empower students to develop strong moral values for
success; and

3. Develop scholars, leaders, and lifelong learners of a global
society.

To accomplish this mission, Virginia Union University offers a

broad range of educational opportunities that advances liberal

arts education, teaching, research, science, technology, continuing

education, civic engagement, and international experiences

VIRGINIA UNION

U N I

VEE RS Y



The Belgian Friendship

Building

The Belgian Pavilion 1s a four-part
complex constructed for the 1939
New York World’s Fair showcasing
technology and innovation.

Instead of having the building return
to a University in Belgtum. The
Belgium government offered the
building to any US college or
university.

After competing with 27 other
Universities, VUU was awarded the
recipient of the Belgian Pavilion in
1941.

John M. Ellison, 4" President of
VUU, worked with the community to

raise $500,000 to relocate the building

from New York to VUU.
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The Belgian Friendship
Building

* The Pavilion was designated as a multi-
use educational space, classroom, library,
performing arts center, and gymnasium.

The building was used as a processing
center for the United States Department

of Selective Services for draftees
entering World War I1.

From 1943 until 1947, 161,000
individuals from eastern Virginia were
inducted.

(Richmond News Leader, Feb. 4, 1943, p.3 and July 24, 1947 p. 23, Ellison
letter Jan. 14, 1944, VUU Archives)
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International Architectural
Significance & Style

Methodology of lighting (i.c., install,
design, and means in which signs are
affixed to the building are »os
inappropriate for the building and are »of
incompatible with its historic feature and
international style.

According to Fletcher (1963) Belgium N S
architecture can be described as wild, —Tre—— ' '
licentious, and picturesque, while sobriety
amounting to dullness.

VIRGINIA UNION
UNIVERSITY



Consistent with Modern
Architecture (1925-1950)

Modern architecture, or modernist
architecture, new and innovative

e NEl cchnologies of construction,
glass, steel, and reinforced

concrete.
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Symbols of Change

Richmond, Virginia

. . Robert E. Lee Monument
The Belglan Pavilion, Tower Marius Jean Antonin Mercié

New York, NY Lee Circle, Monument Avenue J ean'AntOine Mercie, Sculptor
World’s Fair 1939 (May 29, 1890) Lee Circle, Monument Avenue
July 22, 2020

Robert I.. Vann Memorial Tower
Belgian Friendship Building
Future of RVA

Robert E. LLee Monument




~vity, Rickmond, Ua,

Request: Is that the sign stays and the four wall
signs upon the Vann Tower on the campus of
Virginia Union University be illuminated.
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