As a student majoring in Environmental Studies and Sociology, | first want to highlight
how the Israeli assauilt on Gaza affects us globally, even here in Richmond.

in addition to the immense suffering of Gazans, Israel's bombardment is amplifying the
global climate emergency. Planet-warming emissions generated during the first two
months of the attack on Gaza were greater than the annual carbon footprint of more
than 20 of the world's most climate-vulnerable nations. Over 99% of the 281,000 metric
tonnes of CO? estimated to have been generated in the first 60 days can be attributed to
Israel’s aerial bombardment and ground invasion of Gaza. To give you an idea, these
greenhouse gas emissions are roughly equivalent to the emissions of 75 coal-fired

power plants operating for a whole year.

| will now share the experiences of a Palestinian in Gaza, the brother of a PhD student

studying here in Richmond:

“Qur daily life in Gaza has become a battle for survival, marked by acute shortages of
resources such as food, water, and medicine. My cousin, who lived in the north, had
tanks surround his home. He went 12 days with less than 1 liter of water and a few bites
of bread per day to stay alive, until the humanitarian pause when he was able to
evacuate south. Limited access to water due to disruptions caused by the
bombardments and invasions has led to a weekly 6 hour wait at a desalination plant,
with reduced access to once every 8 days. Rafah has transformed into the most
densely populated place in the world, full of people living in tents who have been
displaced several times. Overflowing sewage plagues the area, increasing health risks
and further and worsening already dire living conditions. Living close to Khan Younis
exposes us to 24/7 bombardment. The destruction of schools, including my brother's
high school, has disrupted education for countless children in Gaza. Hospitals are
overwhelmed, and the scarcity of medicine puts individuals with chronic ilinesses at
heightened risk. The lack of electricity and internet makes basic communication a
luxury, and the absence of these services hinders our ability to work and study, and

isolates us from the rest of the world. The visible destruction of our surroundings is a
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Tents surrounding their heme in Rafah

Satellite photo showing the sea of tents
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