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August 11th, 2022 

 

City of Richmond Department of Planning and Development Review 

Commission of Architectural Review 

City Hall, 900 East Broad Street 

Richmond, VA 23219 

 

RE: Commission of Architectural Review: 100 West Leigh Street (N000-0153/020) 

 

Members of the Commission, 

 

 This memorandum shall serve as the applicant’s statement for an application to be 

reviewed by the Commission of Architectural Review (the “CAR”) for the proposed renovation and 

conversion from a single-family attached to a two-family attached dwelling on the property known 

as 100 W Leigh Street (the “Property”). 

 

The Property is located on the northern line of W Leigh Street at its intersection with Price 

Street and lies in Richmond’s Jackson Ward City Old and Historic District. The Jackson Ward historic 

district is known for its predominance of brick row houses and narrow lots with shallow setbacks. 

The 100 Block of W Leigh Street consists primarily of historic two- and three-story residential 

attached and detached dwellings. The western portion of the block is anchored by the historic Leigh 

Street Armory which currently houses the Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia. 

Residential dwellings range from single-family to multifamily and generally consist of masonry 

structures of an Italianate design. 

 

The Property owner is proposing to repair the existing structure which was damaged in a 

fire in May of 2022 and to convert it from a single-family dwelling to a two-family dwelling. Prior to 

the year 2000, the dwelling was used as a two-family dwelling but was subsequently converted to a 

single-family dwelling. The proposed renovation will allow for the repair of the structure from the 
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fire damage and its use as a two-family dwelling. The proposed conversion will retain the historic 

façade and character of the dwelling while allowing for the conversion of the interior to meet the 

needs of the modern market. The closure of the first-floor exterior patio is being proposed to 

facilitate a more appropriate floor plan for the proposed two-family dwelling. When complete, each 

unit will contain three bedrooms and two bathrooms with an open kitchen and living area. 

 

Figure 1: Fire damage at the rear of the dwelling 

Siting: 

The irregularly shaped Property is approximately 21 feet in width and contains roughly 

2,055 square feet of lot area. The Property currently contains one attached two-story dwelling on a 

lot with street frontage along W Leigh St. to the south, Price St. to the east, and Chamberlayne 

Pkwy to the north. No changes would be made to the current siting of the dwelling or to the front 

of the existing dwellings and the proposed changes would reflect all relevant City zoning 

requirements. 

 

Form: 

The proposed renovation has been designed to recognize the historic nature of the site. The 

National Register of Historic Places nomination form notes that the 100 block of West Leigh Street 

contains “a number of ante-bellum brick houses on the north side of this block, but most have been 

significantly altered.” The attached dwelling at 102 W Leigh, which mirrors the subject dwelling, is 

described as “Townhouse: pressed brick, two stories, three bays” though the dwelling at 100 W 

leigh is not listed as a contributing structure to the neighborhood. The applicant is proposing to 

retain the existing historic façade along W Leigh Street and the unpainted brick wall along Price 

Street.  
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Scale: 

As noted above, the proposed design of the alteration is consistent with the scale and 

character of the existing dwellings in the area and the existing form of the Property. The proposed 

alteration will increase the overall livability of the existing dwelling by allowing for the inclusion of 

features that are desirable in the modern market. The proposed alteration will allow for this historic 

dwelling to be renovated, without changing the existing streetscape of the Jackson Ward Old and 

Historic District. 

 

Height, Width, Proportion, & Massing 

Existing residential structures within the block are predominantly two to three stories and 

constructed with masonry exteriors. As no changes will be made to the height or width of the 

dwelling, it will retain its historic nature and compatibility with the surrounding properties. 

 

Exterior Cladding/Doors and Windows/Materials 

 Exterior cladding, doors and windows, foundation, and roofing are as noted on the attached 

plans. Cementitious siding was chosen for its durability and desirable aesthetics. Materials were 

selected to be consistent with CAR requirements and with other dwellings within the Jackson Ward 

Old and Historic District. The proposed exterior improvements will be consistent with the existing 

design of the dwelling. A finish schedule including doors and windows is provided for the dwelling.  

 

We thank you for the care and assistance in reviewing our application. Should you have any 

questions after reviewing this request, please feel free to contact me at 

markbaker@bakerdevelopmentresources.com or (804)874-6275. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark R. Baker 

Baker Development Resources, LLC 

mailto:markbaker@bakerdevelopmentresources.com


AREA CALCULATIONS
Heated Area
1st Floor Livable 1316 SF
2nd Floor Livable 1318 SF

2633 SF
Unheated Area
Front Porch 53 SF

53 SF
Total 2687 SF

COPYRIGHT NOTICE
APPROVAL SET

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

MEDVENE RESIDENCE

100 W. LEIGH ST
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NOTE:  
1.  ALL DIMENSIONS ARE FROM OUTSIDE EDGE OF EXTERIOR WALL   
     SHEATHING OR FACE OF STUD, U.N.O.
2.  ALL DOOR & WINDOW HEADERS IN EXTERIOR WALLS TO BE (2)     
2X8 U.N.O.
3.  ALL INTERIOR DOOR HEADERS TO BE (2) 2X4, U.N.O.
4.  PROVIDE PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER @ HOUSE BAND WHERE    
ALL DECK, PORCH & APPURTENANCES ARE CONNECTED. 
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EXISTING 1ST FLOOR1
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PROPOSED 1ST FLOOR PLAN2
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1.  ALL DIMENSIONS ARE FROM OUTSIDE EDGE OF EXTERIOR WALL   
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2.  ALL DOOR & WINDOW HEADERS IN EXTERIOR WALLS TO BE (2)     
2X8 U.N.O.
3.  ALL INTERIOR DOOR HEADERS TO BE (2) 2X4, U.N.O.
4.  PROVIDE PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER @ HOUSE BAND WHERE    
ALL DECK, PORCH & APPURTENANCES ARE CONNECTED. 
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EXISTING 2ND FLOOR PLAN1

WHEN PRINTED ON 11"x17" / ANSI B PAPER SIZE1/8" = 1'-0"A-2.60
2ND FLOOR PLAN2



FIRE DAMAGED AREA
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WHEN PRINTED ON 11"x17" / ANSI B PAPER SIZE1/8" = 1'-0"A-3.00
REAR VIEW2

WHEN PRINTED ON 11"x17" / ANSI B PAPER SIZE1/8" = 1'-0"A-3.00
RIGHT VIEW3
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FRONT VIEW1
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RIGHT VIEW3
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