
 
 
AYES: 9 NOES: 0 ABSTAIN:  
      

ADOPTED: NOV 10 2025 REJECTED:  STRICKEN:  

 

 
INTRODUCED: October 14, 2025  

 
 

       A RESOLUTION No. 2025-R044  
 
 
 

To reverse in part the decision of the Commission of Architectural Review partially denying an 
application for a retroactive certificate of appropriateness for the property located at 510 West 20th 
Street in the city of Richmond, regarding replacement of main and front porch roofs, by fully 
approving such application. 

   
 

Patron – Ms. Lynch 
   

 
Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 
   

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: NOV 10 2025 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 

WHEREAS, on May 27, 2025, the Commission of Architectural Review partially denied 

an application, identified as Certificate of Appropriateness Application No. COA-164459-2025, 

for retroactive approval of the replacement of main and front porch roofs on the property located 

at 510 West 20th Street, which is situated within the Springhill Old and Historic District, by 

deciding that replacement of standing seam metal with asphalt shingles on the main roof was an 

inappropriate choice for the historic structure in question; and 

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2025, pursuant to section 30-930.8 of the Code of the City of 

Richmond (2020), as amended, the owner of the property located at 510 West 20th Street filed an 

appeal with the City Clerk asking that the Council reverse the Commission of Architectural 
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Review’s decision partially denying approval of the application identified as Certificate of 

Appropriateness Application No. COA-164459-2025 to instead grant full approval of Certificate 

of Appropriateness Application No. COA-164459-2025; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 30-930.8 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2020), as 

amended, the Council may reverse or modify the decision appealed, in whole or in part, by 

resolution when it is satisfied that the decision of the Commission of Architectural Review is in 

error; and 

WHEREAS, the Council, in accordance with Chapter 30, Article IX, Division 4 of the 

Code of the City of Richmond (2020), as amended, is satisfied, in consideration of the evidence 

before it and contrary to the decision of the Commission of Architectural Review, that the 

aforementioned replacement of the main roof on the property located at 510 West 20th Street is 

architecturally compatible with the buildings, structures, sites and general character of the 

Springhill Old and Historic District; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND: 

That the Council hereby reverses in part the decision of the Commission of Architectural 

Review partially denying Certificate of Appropriateness Application No. COA-164459-2025, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, for retroactive approval of the replacement of main and 

front porch roofs at the property located at 510 West 20th Street, by reversing the Commission of 

Architectural Review’s denial of the request to replace standing seam metal with asphalt shingles 

on the main roof and thereby fully approving such application. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
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That the Council hereby directs that a Certificate of Appropriateness sufficient to show the 

Council’s full approval of Certificate of Appropriateness Application No. COA-164459-2025 be 

issued to the owner of the property located at 510 West 20th Street. 
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DATE:  October 3, 2025         

TO:   The Honorable Members of City Council 

THROUGH: Stephanie Lynch, 5th District Councilmember 

THROUGH: RJ Warren, Council Chief of Staff 

THROUGH: Will Perkins, Senior Legislative Services Manager 

FROM: Steven Taylor, Council Policy Analyst 

RE: Reversing the Decision of the Commission of Architectural Review – regarding 
the property at 510 W 20th Street (CAR Application No. COA-164459-2025).  

 

CNL - 2025 - 0045  

 
PURPOSE:  
 
Reversing the May 27, 2025, decision by the Commission of Architectural Review (CAR) to deny a 
certificate of appropriateness for the property at 510 W 20th Street for the installation of a roof made 
of asphalt shingles on a detached, single-family dwelling unit.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The owners of the property at 510 W 20th Street, has filed an appeal with City Council requesting 
that the denial of their request for a retroactive certificate of appropriateness to install asphalt roof 
shingles, by CAR be reversed. A timely appeal, with all necessary fees, was filed with the City 
Clerk on June 10, 2025. Appellant states that they relied on their contractor to obtain necessary 
permits for the roof repair only to learned after work had begun and a notice of violation was 
received informing them that their asphalt roof replacement may be a violation of CAR Guidelines. 
Appellants contend that there are several roofs in the neighborhood that have asphalt shingle roofs 
and that a replacement roof is cost prohibitive.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: None. 

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon adoption 

REQUESTED INTRODUCTION DATE:  October 14, 2025 

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  November 10, 2025 

REQUESTED AGENDA:  Consent 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL COMMITTEE:  Land Use, Housing, and Transportation 

AFFECTED AGENCIES:  City Council, PDR. CAR 

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORD. OR RES.:  None 

ATTACHMENTS: CAR Decision, Appeal of Applicant 

STAFF:  Steven Taylor, Council Policy Analyst, (804) 646-2780 
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Commission of Architectural Review 

 

Staff Analysis 

Guideline 
Reference 

Reference Text Analysis 

Standards for 
Rehabilitation, 
Residential 

Retain original metal features such as cast 
iron porches and steps, metal cornices, 
roofs, roof cresting, window sash, 

The building originally featured a hand-seamed metal 
main roof, and a porch roof that was likely a terne coated 

8. COA-164459-2025  Final Review  Meeting Date: 5/27/2025 

Applicant/Petitioner Austin Farrell  

Project Description Result of a violation: Replace original, deteriorated roofing with a new 
material. 

Project Location 

 

Address: 510 West 20th Street 

Historic District: Springhill  

High-Level Details:  

The applicant requests retroactive approval to 
replace an original hand-seamed metal roof with 
asphalt shingles, and a front porch roof with a 
standing-seam metal roof.  

The existing building is a frame, Colonial Revival, 
American Foursquare with a hipped roof, full-
width front porch, and bb-siding ca. 1925.  

This work was completed without first obtaining a 
Certificate of Appropriateness and a building 
permit.  

Staff Recommendation Denial 

Staff Contact  Alex Dandridge, alex.dandridge@rva.gov, (804) 646-6569  

Previous Reviews This application was scheduled for review by the Commission at the 
April 2025 meeting; however, was withdrawn due to an administrative 
error.  

A Notice of Violation and a Stop Work Order was posted to the 
property in March 2025 after the work had already been completed.  

Staff Recommendations Staff recommends denial of the proposed/installed roofing materials 
as the guidelines suggest that the roofs should be replaced with 
materials that match the original. 
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Construction, #3, pg. 
59 

entablatures, columns, capitals, window 
hoods and hardware and the color and 
finish of all original materials. 

metal, but most recently appears to have been a rolled, 
or membrane roofing.  

Both roofs have been replaced. The main roof now 
features asphalt shingles, and the front porch roof, 
standing-seam metal.  

Building Elements, 
Roofs, Roof 
Replacement/ 

Reconstruction, #3 
pg. 6 

 

Substitute materials may be used if the 
same kind of material is not technically 
feasible because the material is no longer 
being made. Substitute materials should 
match the original style and form as much 
as possible. 

Asphalt shingles are not an appropriate substitute 
material for hand-seamed metal roofing as standing 
seam metal roofing is still produced today and asphalt 
shingles do not accurately portray the visual qualities of 
a standing-seam metal roof.  

Staff finds that the replacement of the original metal roof 
with asphalt shingles is not in-keeping with the 
guidelines and recommends denial of this alteration for 
the reasons stated above.  

 

Building Elements, 
Roofs, Roof 
Repair, #’s 5 & 6 
pg. 66 

5. The historic front and rear porches of 
many historic Richmond houses -
particularly in the Jackson Ward and St. 
John’s Church Old and Historic 
Districts- have shallow pitched metal 
roofs with flat seams (also called flat-
lock seams). Flat seam metal roofs 
have a more homogenous appearance 
than the more typical standing seam 
metal roofs found on steeper slopes of 
the main roof. 

 

 At appears that the front porch roof was replaced with a 
standing-seam metal roof. While the exact material of 
the original front porch roof is unknown, it appears that it 
had a flat/homogeneous appearance. The new metal 
roof that was installed creates shadow lines and a profile 
that was not previously present, and perhaps never 
present, on the front porch.  

Staff recommends denial of the replacement of the front 
porch roof with standing-seam metal.   

The roofs should be replaced with materials that match 
the original in design and material.  

It is the assessment of staff that, with the conditions above, the application is consistent with the Standards for Rehabilitation and New Construction outlined in Section 30-

930.7 (b) and (c) of the City Code, as well as with the Richmond Old and Historic Districts Handbook and Design Review Guidelines, specifically the pages cited above, 

adopted by the Commission for review of Certificates of Appropriateness under the same section of the code. 

Figures 

 
Figure 1. Previous condition of 510 W. 20th Street. 

 
Figure 2. Existing condition of 510 West 20th Street. 
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Figure 3. Assessor Card indicating metal roof. 

  
Figure 4. 510 W. 20th Street, 1950s 

 
 

 
Figure 5. Recently replaced metal roof in district. 

 
 

 

 
Figure 6. Recently replaced metal roof, and an existing asphalt 
shingle roof installed pre district designation. 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
                                                                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           

                              

 











































Commission of Architectural Review  
Certificate of Appropriateness Application  

900 E. Broad Street, Room 510  
Richmond, VA 23219  

804-646-6569  
Property (location of work)  
Property Address: Current Zoning: Historic District:   

Application is submitted for: (check one)  

​☐ Alteration  
☐ Demolition  
☐ New Construction  

Project Description (attach additional sheets if needed): 
 
Replacement of dilapidated, failed roof. Original roof was metal.  Replacement materials are both shingle (main) and metal (porch).  
Main roof had significant damage and exposure to the elements, causing leaking and potential water damage. 
 
Applicant/Contact Person: Austin Farrell  
Company: N/A 
Mailing Address: 510 W 20th Street    
City: Richmond  State: VA  Zip Code: 25225  Telephone: (804) 986-9097   
Email:  AustinFarrell424@gmail.com 
Billing Contact? Owner Applicant Type (owner, architect, etc.):   

Property Owner:  Austin Farrell & Andrew Farrell 
If Business Entity, name and title of authorized signee:   
Mailing Address:  same as above 
City:   
Telephone: (804) 380-9474   
Email:  afarrell89@gmail.com​ ​  
Billing Contact?   
**Owner must sign at the bottom of this page** 

Acknowledgement of Responsibility  

State: Zip Code:   

Compliance: If granted, you agree to comply with all conditions of the certificate of appropriateness (COA). 
Revisions to  approved work require staff review and may require a new application and approval from the 
Commission of Architectural  Review (CAR). Failure to comply with the conditions of the COA may result in project 
delays or legal action. The COA is valid for one (1) year and may be extended for an additional year, upon written 
request and payment of associated fee.  

Requirements: A complete application includes all applicable information requested on checklists available on the 
CAR website  to provide a complete and accurate description of existing and proposed conditions, as well as payments 
of the application fee.  Applications proposing major new construction, including additions, should meet with staff to 
review the application and  requirements prior to submitting. Owner contact information and signature is required. Late 
or incomplete applications will not  be considered.  

Zoning Requirements: Prior to Commission review, it is the responsibility of the applicant to determine if zoning 

mailto:afarrell89@gmail.com


approval is  required. Application materials should be prepared in compliance with zoning.  

Property Owner Signature: Date:  
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Certificate of Appropriateness  

Application Instructions  

Staff Contact: (804)-646-6569 | alex.dandridge@rva.gov  

Before You Submit  
In advance of the application deadline, please contact staff to discuss your project, application requirements, and if  
necessary, to make an appointment to meet with staff for a project consultation. The CAR website has additional project  
guidance and required checklists: www.rva.gov/planning-development-review/commission-architectural-review.   

Application deadlines are firm. All materials must be submitted by the deadline to be considered at the following  
Commission meeting. Designs must be final at the time of application; revisions will not be accepted after the deadline.  
Incomplete and/or late applications will not be placed on that month’s agenda.  

Submission Requirements  
Please submit applications to staff via email with the project address in the subject line. Submit the following items via 
email  to staff:  

• One (1) signed and completed application (PDF) – property owner signature required.  
• Supporting documentation, as indicated on the checklist, which can be found under the ‘Application Information’ tab 

on the website.  
• Payment of application fee, if required. Payment of the fee must be received before the application will be scheduled. 

An invoice will be sent via the City’s Online Permit Portal. Please see fee schedule available on the CAR website 
for additional information.  

A complete application includes a signed application form, legible plans, drawings, elevations, material specifications, and  
payment of the required fee as described in the City Code of Ordinances Sec. 30-930.6(b). The Commission will not accept  
new materials, revisions, or redesigns at the meeting. Deferral until the following month’s meeting may be necessary in such  
cases to allow for adequate review by staff, Commissioners, and public notice, if required.  

Meeting Information and Application Due Dates  
• The Commission meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month, except for December when it meets on the third 

Tuesday.  
• Application hearings start at 4:00pm. Meetings are held in person at City Hall in the 5th floor conference room. 

Participation via Microsoft Teams is available. It is strongly recommended that at least one person, either the 
owner or applicant, attend the meeting in person.  

• All applications are due at 12 noon the Friday after the monthly CAR meeting, except in December, when 
applications are due the following Monday. For a list of meeting dates and submission deadline dates for each 
meeting please visit www.rva.gov/planning-development-review/commission-architectural-review or contact 



staff.  
• Revisions to applications that have been deferred or conceptually reviewed at a CAR meeting can be submitted nine  

(9) business days after that meeting in order to be reviewed at the following meeting. Please contact staff to 
confirm  this date.  

• New construction will be required to go through a conceptual review. The conceptual review is non-binding. • 
Applicants are encouraged to reach out to any relevant civic associations and immediate neighbors for new 

construction or large-scale projects prior to submitting to the Commission of Architectural Review. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  
ALTERATION AND ADDITION CHECKLIST  

Well in advance of the COA application deadline contact staff to discuss your project, and if necessary,  
to make an appointment to meet with staff for a project consultation.  

Complete all applicable sections and submit with the COA application form. Staff can assist you in determining  
what items are required for your scope of work. An incomplete application may cause delays in processing or  
may be deferred to the next agenda. Application materials must clearly represent current and proposed  
conditions. Refer to Standards for Rehabilitation outlined in Section 30.930.7(b) of the City Code, as well as,  
the Richmond Old and Historic Districts Handbook and Design Review Guidelines.  

PROPERTY ADDRESS:  510 W 20th st. 

BUILDING TYPE ALTERATION TYPE  
​single-family residence □ garage □ addition □ roof □ multi-family residence □ accessory structure □ 
foundation □ awning or canopy □ commercial building □ other □ wall siding or cladding □ commercial 

sign □ mixed use building □ windows or doors □ ramp or lift □ institutional building □ porch or balcony 

□ other  

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION  
□ property description, current conditions and any prior alterations or additions  

□ proposed work: plans to change any exterior features, and/or addition description  

□ current building material conditions and originality of any materials proposed to be repaired or 

replaced □ proposed new material description: attach specification sheets if necessary  

PHOTOGRAPHS place on 8 ½ x 11 page, label photos with description and location (refer to photograph 

guidelines) □ elevations of all sides  



□ detail photos of exterior elements subject to proposed work  

□ historical photos as evidence for restoration work  

DRAWINGS (refer to required drawing guidelines)  

□ current site plan □ list of current windows and doors □ current elevations (all sides) □ proposed site plan 

□ list of proposed window and door □ proposed elevations (all sides) □ current floor plans □ current roof 

plan □ demolition plan □ proposed floor plans □ proposed roof plan □ perspective and/or line of sight □ 
legal “plat of survey” 

Created 7/2016  

 

 

OLD 

 



 

 

 

 

 

New 

 

 

 

Project Description 

Replace main and porch roof.  They both had significant damage and were causing other issues with the property. 

 

Propose Work 

Replacement of main and porch roof 



 

Current material condition 

Not good. Both were metal. 

 

New materials 

Asphalt shingle on the main roof, metal the porch roof 

Drawings 

N/A 




