


THE NEW COMMUNITY SCHOOL  
DEMOLITION REQUEST 

 

Location and Historic Status 

The subject building stands at 4213 Hermitage Road on the east side of the road and within the current 
boundaries of The New Community School (TNCS)(Figure 1). The building, a one-and-a-half-story Cape 
Cod dwelling, was constructed in 1955 and is a non-contributing resource in the Hermitage Road Old and 
Historic District because it was built after the district’s identified Period of Significance (1885-1938).  For 
this reason, the demolition will have no adverse effect on the historic district.  

 

Fig. 1 – Site Plan 

 

Subject Building Description and Adjacent Buildings 

The building at 4213 Hermitage Road (Figures 2 & 3) is a one-and-a-half story, three-bay-wide, Cape Cod 
dwelling that is clad with red brick and covered by a side-facing gable roof with exterior end chimneys. 
There are two gable-roofed dormers on the front (west) slope of the roof, and a wide, shed-roofed dormer 
on the rear (east) slope of the roof.  



 

Fig. 2 – View from West    Fig. 3 – View from East 

 

The relatively small size of the building and its minimal architectural character stand in stark contrast to 
the adjacent buildings, which are also owned by TNCS and are contributing resources to the historic 
district. Massey Hall (formerly known as Willowbrook), 4211 Hermitage Road (Figure 4), which stands 
south of the subject building, is a two-story, Italian Renaissance style building constructed about 1925. It 
is clad in yellow brick and covered by a red tile-clad hipped roof with deep overhanging eaves. The center 
block of the building is flanked by one-story, hip-roofed wings; one-story wings also project from the rear 
(east) of the building. Morris Hall, 4215 Hermitage Road (Figure 5), which is north of the subject building, 
is a two-and-a-half-story, three-bay, Colonial Revival-style building. Its plan is rectangular with flanking 
side-porches and it is clad in red brick. Constructed in the 1920s, it has a side gable, slate roof with three 
front gabled dormers and two exterior-end chimneys. The large footprint and square footage of these two 
buildings allowed for easy conversion into offices and classrooms and have been used by the school for 
those purposes. 

 

Fig. 4 – Massey Hall 



 

Fig. 5 – Morris Hall 

 

Reason for Request 

In 1974, TNCS acquired the subject building and minimally renovated it for office and classroom use. These 
spaces do not adequately serve the current needs of the school, and the building does not present 
practical opportunities for renovation or expansion. 

 

The applicant seeks to demolish the existing one-and-a-half-story, Cape Cod building at 4213 Hermitage 
Road and to replace it with a much-needed purpose-built academic building. The proposed building 
(under separate application) will provide more square footage than the present building and will house 
spaces designed with the school’s specific academic program and needs in mind. The proposed new 
building also will be designed to complement the architectural character of the adjacent historic buildings. 
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