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INTRODUCED: September 11, 2023 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2023-246 
 
 
 

To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to 
accept funds in the amount of $70,000.00 from the National Recreation and Park Association, 
Incorporated, to amend the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Special Fund Budget by creating a new 
special fund for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities called the Grant 
– Mentoring Opportunities for Youth Initiative, and to appropriate the increase to the Fiscal Year 
2023-2024 Special Fund Budget by increasing estimated revenues and the amount appropriated 
to the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities’ Grant – Mentoring 
Opportunities for Youth Initiative by $70,000.00, for the purpose of providing services to youth 
impacted by and at risk for substance misuse. 

   
 

Patron – Mayor Stoney 
   

 
Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 
   

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING:  SEP 25 2023 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 
THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, 

is authorized to accept funds in the amount of $70,000.00 from the National Recreation and Park 

Association, Incorporated for the purpose of providing services to youth impacted by and at risk 

for substance misuse. 



 2 

§ 2. That Article I, Section 2 of Ordinance No. 2023-071, adopted May 8, 2023, which 

adopted a Special Fund Budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 

2024, and made appropriations pursuant thereto, be and is hereby amended by creating a new 

special fund for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities called the Grant 

– Mentoring Opportunities for Youth Initiative for the purpose of providing services to youth 

impacted by and at risk for substance misuse. 

            § 3. That the funds received from the National Recreation and Park Association, 

Incorporated are hereby appropriated to the Special Fund Budget for the fiscal year commencing 

July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2024, by increasing estimated revenues by $70,000.00, 

increasing the amount appropriated for expenditures by $70,000.00, and allotting to the 

Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities’ Grant – Mentoring Opportunities for 

Youth Initiative the sum of $70,000.00, for the purpose of providing services to youth impacted 

by and at risk for substance misuse. 

 § 4. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 
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Text of Legislative File Admin-2023-1328

City of Richmond
Intracity Correspondence

O&R REQUEST

DATE: August 9, 2023 EDITION: 1

TO:  The Honorable Members of City Council

THROUGH: The Honorable Levar M. Stoney, Mayor

THROUGH: J.E. Lincoln Saunders, Chief Administrative Officer

THROUGH: Sabrina Joy-Hogg, DCAO - Finance and Administration

THROUGH: Sheila White, Director of Finance

THROUGH: Jason May, Director of Budget and Strategic Planning

THROUGH: Traci DeShazor, DCAO - Human Services

FROM: Christopher E. Frelke, Director of Parks, Recreation & Community Facilities

RE: National Recreation and Park Association Grant - Mentoring Opportunities for 

Youth Initiative (provides mentoring services for youth impacted by and at risk for 

substance misuse) 

ORD. OR RES. No.

PURPOSE:  To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, 

to accept and appropriate a grant in the amount of $70,000.00 from the National Recreation and Park 

Association (NRPA) for the implementation of a Mentoring Opportunities for Youth Initiative that 

provides mentoring services for youth impacted by and at risk for substance misuse in the City of 

Richmond.

REASON:  The City of Richmond Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities 

(PRCF) is seeking approval to receive a grant award in the amount of $70,000.00 to expand the City 

of Richmond’s “We Matter Program” which focuses on youth that have been impacted by gun violence. 

These grant funds will help provide additional services to participants that have been impacted by and 

Page 3City of Richmond Printed on 9/7/2023



Master Continued (Admin-2023-1328)

are at risk for substance misuse whether in the home or in their community. Over the next two years, the 

funds awarded will be used to implement a specific mentorship program for impacted youth. The 

mentorship program will provide exposure and experiences for these participants outside of their 

impacted neighborhoods to include, but not be limited to, social emotional learning, academic support, 

recreational activities, and field trips.

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval is recommended by City Administration

BACKGROUND:  The high rate of gun violence in the city has propelled PRCF to identify ways to 

reduce the rate of gun violence amongst our teen population. The “We Matter Program” is designed to 

engage participants during the window of time when youth are most likely to engage in or be a victim of 

gun violence. We Matter RVA provides culturally responsive and age-appropriate recreation 

programming through PRCF, while also normalizing and lowering the barrier to entry for mental health 

support. Mental health partners, in coordination with PRCF, have created a comprehensive 

social-emotional learning curriculum that ensures participants are engaging in interesting and fun activities 

that help them build CDC protective factors against youth and gun violence. Participants in We Matter 

RVA benefit from the following: safe, supervised after school programming three days each week, with 

a daily meal and snack. Recreational activities designed by PRCF staff expose youth to new and 

creative recreation opportunities and help youth develop important skills and mindsets to prepare them 

for future employment. These skills include, financial literacy, completing paperwork, meeting basic 

employment expectations, resume writing, and interview preparation. Additionally, PRCF has 

developed mental and behavioral initiatives to help build life skills such as decision-making, goalsetting, 

and conflict resolution. The acceptance of these grant funds will help build upon what PRCF is already 

doing by providing additional services to those youth impacted by and at risk for substance misuse.

FISCAL IMPACT / COST:  The total amount to be received from NRPA is $70,000.00

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:  N/A

BUDGET AMENDMENT NECESSARY:  Yes, to amend the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Special 

Fund Budget by creating a new special fund line item for Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities 

called National Recreation and Park Association Grant - Mentoring Opportunities for Youth Initiative, 

by increasing estimated revenues by $70,000 and increasing the amount appropriated for expenditures 

by $70,000.

REVENUE TO CITY:  $70,000.00

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon Adoption

REQUESTED INTRODUCTION DATE:  September 11, 2023

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  September 25, 2023

REQUESTED AGENDA:  Consent Agenda
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RECOMMENDED COUNCIL COMMITTEE:  Finance & Economic Development 

(September 21, 2023)

CONSIDERATION BY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES:  None

AFFECTED AGENCIES:  Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities; 

Department of Budget and Strategic Planning; Department of Finance; Department of Human Services

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORD. OR RES.: 2021-269

REQUIRED CHANGES TO WORK PROGRAM(S):  

ATTACHMENTS:  Grant Award Letter

MOU between National Recreation and Park Association, Incorporated and 

City of Richmond

STAFF:  Deborah Morton, Deputy Director, PRCF - (804-646-5714)
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