


City of Richmond, Virginia 

Commission of Architectural Review 

 

David A. Woodmansee,                              Property: 620 N Arthur Ashe Boulevard  
Cynthia P. Woodmansee,                             
Owners and Applicants                              Parcel ID # W0001250003 

  
Memorandum in Support of Application for Certificate of 
Appropriateness to Replace Windows and Storm Door at 

620 N Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond, Virginia 
 

The above referenced owners/applicants, David and Cynthia Woodmansee 
(the “Applicants”) are the owners of record of 620 N Arthur Ashe Boulevard, 
Richmond, Virginia (the ”Property”) which sites a contributing structure 
within the Boulevard Historic District of Richmond, Virginia. The Applicants 
have appropriate standing to make an Application for Certificate of 
Appropriateness and this Memorandum in support thereof as it applies to the 
Property.  

The Property’s contributing structure is a 2+ story colonial revival house built 
in 1914. Like many structures in the Boulevard Historic District, the house’s 
brick construction has maintained its integrity but some of the wood elements 
are ready for replacement in order to insure the future health and livability of 
the structure. To that end, the Applicants are proposing the replacement of 
the third-floor windows and a first story storm door located on the north side 
of the house. The Applicant’s project contemplates the replacement of eleven 
(11) windows of which only eight (8) are visible in the public right of way. The 
storm door is not visible in the public right of way. 

Currently, the north facing storm door is a lightweight aluminum storm door, 
possibly dating from the 1960’s. It is in poor condition and provides little to 
no protection to the house and the exterior door it is intended to shield.  

 



The third-floor windows are of unknown age. They are single pane glass in 
wood construction. None of them are operational for varying reasons. Their 
rope and weight systems have deteriorated, some are swollen shut, one does 
not close completely, some have shrunk causing significant gaps and energy 
loss, several have cracked panes. Their design and materials no longer provide 
adequate protection for the structure from the outdoor elements such as rain, 
wind, and sun exposure and they do not provide a point of egress from the 
third floor due to operational failure. The failing windows contribute greatly 
to the energy loss on the third floor making it difficult to control the interior 
temperature. And finally, the failing windows offer little insulation from the 
street noise which has increased significantly over time as the City of 
Richmond has grown. 

The Applicants would like to replace the third-floor windows and north facing 
storm door to restore the safety, security, and weather protection the house 
deserves. Replacing the windows and door are also essential to improving the 
energy efficiency and barrier from the ever-increasing street noise. The 
Applicants are extremely sensitive to the requirements of the historic district 
within which their structure resides and have proposed a replacement 
solution that meets the standards and guidelines of both the Secretary of the 
Department of Interior and the City of Richmond Historic Districts Guidelines.  

To provide members of the Commission of Architectural Review with 
adequate detail to deliberate the Applicants’ application, the following is a 
description of the materials and rationale being employed for this project:  

Project Name: 620 N Arthur Ashe Boulevard Window/Storm Door 
Replacement  

Contractor: Renewal by Anderson 

Renewal by Anderson was chosen because of their years of experience with 
historic renovation and restoration. Their expertise is evidenced by the 
excellent work product on many historic properties in the City of Richmond. 
Their product is of superior quality and matches the overall integrity of the 
structure. Their ability to provide custom windows that match the existing 
windows  design is essential to this project. Additionally, the windows that 
have been replaced on the first and second floors by previous owners are 
Renewal by Anderson making this the most logical choice to maintain 
consistency throughout the structure. 



Materials  

Door: The Applicants have chosen a single panel, half-lite storm door from 
Anderson’s Pro-Via Collection. This door is single hung with clear glass and 
bright brass hardware. The color will be black to match the exterior door it is 
protecting. The manufacturer specs are as follows: 

 

 

 

Windows: The windows for this project will be custom constructed to match 
the architectural design of the existing windows. They will be constructed 
from Anderson’s patented composite material registered under the trade 
name Fibrex.  The windows will match the existing windows in depth of 
reveal, muntin configurations, color of glazing , and appearance of the frame 
and sash. The lite configuration will remain the same and there will be true or 
simulated divided lites with interior and exterior muntins and spacer bars 
between the glass. The glass will be clear. A copy of the manufacturer’s 
material spec sheet along with examples of the manufacturer’s window 



profiles can be found below (please note, the actual windows will be custom 
made to match the existing windows’ architectural features). 

Material Spec Sheet: 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



Window Profile Examples: 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photos 

The following photos are provided for context. 

 

620 N Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond, Virginia  



   

Windows visible in the public right of way 

 

   

Window1, 2, 3                    Window 4                             Window 5 

   

Window 6, 7, 8                   Window 9                             Window 10 

Interior view of windows to be replaced 



 

Window 11 

Interior view of window to be replaced 

 

   

   

Details of window damage 

 



Conclusion  

It is the desire and need of the Applicants to replace the north-facing storm 
door and third-floor windows at the house located on their Property. The 
presented options for doing so comply with the City of Richmond Historic 
District Guidelines and respect the look and feel of the period architecture of 
the structure and historic district. The Applicants are ready and willing to 
discuss with the Commission of Architectural Review the various options 
available to resolve the current issue of a deteriorating storm door and third-
floor windows with the hope of arriving at a mutually agreeable solution.  

Respectfully submitted,  

David and Cynthia Woodmansee 
Owners and Applicants 
620 N Arthur Ashe Boulevard 
Richmond, VA 23220  
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