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AN ORDINANCE No. 86-209-A0O0

(As amended)

ADUric. SEP 81986
To declare that a public necessity exists for the acquisition
of land ([34] 15 parcels) containing 208,011 square feet,
more or less in the blocks bounded by 3rd Street (Relocated)
and the 3rd Street ramp, Jackson Street, 5th Street and
Interstate 95, shown shaded on Department of Public Works
Drawing No. P-21564, dated July 18, 1986, for a public purpose,
and to authorize negotiations for the acquisition of necessary
property for the purpose.

Patron - City Manager

Approved as to form and legality
by City Attorney

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Council of the City of

Richmond a public necessity exists for the acquisition of land

([34] 15 parcels) of which parcels 8 are owned by the

IO IIWE . O Jiillig 4l © gl € il _PEAVALE OWHEILSH

containing 208,011 square feet, more or less, that lies in the
blocks bounded by 3rd Street (Relocated) and the 3rd Street
ramp, Jackson Street, 5th Street, and Interstate 95, shown
shaded on Department of Public Works Drawings No. P-21564,
dated July 18, 1986, entitled: "Proposed Acquisition of
Property for Municipal Purposes in the Blocks Bounded by 3rd,
5th & Jackson Streets and Interstate 95. (Visitors Orientation
Center)", for the purpose of a new Visitor Orientation Center;

and
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prices has been authorized by the Council; nor shall any parcel
of the property be acquired by condemnation proceedings unless
so authorized by the Council and the condemnation award
therefor approved by the Council.

§ 3. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon

adoption.
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To declare that a public necessity exists for the acquisi-
tion of land (34 parcels) containing 208,011 square feet,
more or less, in the blocks bounded by 3rd Street
(Relocated) and the 3rd Street ramp, Jackson Street, 5th
Street and Interstate 95, shown shaded on Department of
Public Works Drawing No. P-21564, dated July 18, 1986, for
a public purpose, and to authorize negotiations for the
acquisition of necessary property for the purpose.

Patron - City Manager

Approved as to form and legality
by City Attorney

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Council of the City of
Richmond a public necessity exists for the acquisition of
land (34 parcels) containing 208,011 square feet, more or
less, that lies in the blocks bounded by 3rd Street
(Relocated) and the 3rd Street ramp, Jackson Street, 5th
Street, and Interstate 95, shown shaded on Department of
Public Works Drawings No. P-21564, dated July 18, 1986,
entitled: "Proposed Acquisition of Property for Municipal
Purposes in the Blocks Bounded by 3rd, 5th & Jackson Streets
and Interstate 95. (Visitors Orientation Center)", for the
purpose of a new Visitor Orientation Center; and

WHEREAS, the public necessity requires the acquisition
by the City of Richmond of the necessary land located in the

area for the purpose; NOW, THEREFORE,



1. THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS:

2. § 1. That the land (34 parcels) containing 208,011
3. square feet, more or less, in the blocks bounded by 3rd

4. Street (Relocated) and the 3rd Street ramp, Jackson Street,
5. 5th Street, and Interstate 95, shown shaded on the plans on
6. file in the office of the Department of Public Works,

74 entitled: "Proposed Acquisition of Property for Municipal

8. Purposes in the Blocks Bounded by 3rd, 5th & Jackson Streets
9. and Interstate 95. (Visitor Orientation Center)", marked

10. Drawing No. P-21564", dated July 18, 1986, a copy of which
11. is attached to the draft of this ordinance, is required for
12. a public purpose, construction of a new Visitor Orientation
13. Center, and the City Manager, or such person or entity as he
1l4. may designate, be and is hereby authorized and directed to
15. negotiate for the acquisition by gift, purchase, condemna-
le6. tion or otherwise for the land required for such purpose.
17. § 2, No concluded action shall be taken toward the
18. acquisition of any parcel of the property by purchase until
19. the price or prices at which same can be acquired shall have
20. been reported to and the purchase of the same at said price
21. or prices has been authorized by the Council; nor shall any
22. parcel of the property be acquired by condemnation

23. proceedings unless so authorized by the Council and the

24. condemnation award therefor approved by the Council.

25, § 3. This ordinance shall be in force and effect
26. upon adoption.
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MOTION

Amend Ordinance No. 86-209

Title
Line 2
Delete the number "34" and insert in lieu thereof the
number "75"
Page 1
Line 3
Delete the number "34" and insert in lieu thereof the number "75"
Following (75 parcels, as amended) insert "of which parcels 8
are owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia and 67 are in private
ownership"
Page 2
Line 2
Delete the number "34" and insert in lieu thereof the number "75"
Following (75 parcels - as amended) insert "of which parcels
8 are owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia and 67 are in private

ownership"
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ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION SUMMARY

CITY OF RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

Resolution Subject

Ordinance No. 86-209

Reguested by City Marager Acquisition of Property for .
Municipal Purposes/Visitors

Received City Manager's Office S Cer.ter

s . Z -

SUMMARY

This Ordinance would declare that public necessity exists
and wculd also authorize acquisition cf prorerties for
development of a new Visitors Orientation Center in the

block bounced ky Interstate 95, and 3rd, S5th and Jackson
Streets.

Area -- 4.78 acres cortaining 75 parcels.

Number of property owners -- 67 private cwners; 8 parcels
owned by State of Virginia.

This is a "no concluded action" paper, in that it authorizes
negotiation to acquire the properties, but reguires
additional City Council action to accept purchase agreements
or to initiate condemnation action.

The proéosed complex would include:

An Information Center; Exhibits; Displays;
300 Parking Spaces; a Public Park and Outdcor
Plaza; a Bus and/or Trolley Stop ané cther
Transit Services. .

Currant.year appropriation -- $1,650.000, which includes land
acquisition, relocation and design.

Total estimated cost =-- $4,850,000. .

- Richmond Renaissance is soliciting surrcunding jurisdictions
to procure funding; thus, establishing facility as Metro-
politan Center. :

Effective vpon adoption.

Planning Commission granted approval (7-0) on August 18, 1986.

COUNCIL ACTION

On Docket 9.8/86

Amended

Adopted

Rejected
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ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION SUMMARY
CITY OF RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

Resolution Subject
Ordinance No. 86=209
Requested by City.Manager Acquisition of Property for

_ Municipal Purposes/Visitors
Received City Manager's Office TR : Center.
Summarized 8/18/86

——= ———————rr =

SUMMARY

-

This Ordinance would declare that public necessity exists
and would also authorize acquisition of properties for
development of a new Visitor Orientation Center in the

blocks bounded by Interstate 95, and 3rd, 5th and Jackson
Streets.

Area -- 4.78 acres.

Number of Property owners -- 33

This is a "no concluded action" paper, in that it authorizes
negotiation to acquire the properties but requires addi-

tional City Council action to accept purchase agreements
or to initiate condemnation action.

The proposed complex would include:

An Information Center; Exhibits; Displays;
300 Parking Spaces; a Public Park and Outdoor
Plaza; a Bus and/or Trolley Stop and other
Transit Services.

Current year appropriation -- $1,650,000, which includes
land acquisition, relocation and design.

Total estimated cost -- $4,850,000.

Richmond Renaissance is soliciting surrounding jurisdictions

to procure funding, thus establishing facility as a Metro-
politan Center. '

Effective upon adoption.

Planning Commission granted approval (7-0) on August 18, 1986

COUNCIL ACTION

On Docket 8/25/86

Amended

Adopted

Rejected




City of Richmond

900 East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219
City Planning Commission

804 @ 780-4347

August 19, 1986

To the Honorable Council of the
City of Richmond, Virginia

At its meeting of August 18, 1986, the City Planning Commission voted (7-0)
to recommend APPROVAL of:

Ordinance No, 86-209

To declare that a public necessity exists for the acquisition
of land (34 parcels) containing 208,011 square feet, more or
less, in the blocks bounded by 3rd Street (Relocated) and the
3rd Street ramp, Jackson Street, 5th Street and Interstate
95, ¥%#% for a public purpose, and to authorize negotiations
for the acquisition of necessary property for the purpose.

The purpose of this paper is to declare public necessity and authorize
acquisition of properties for development of a new Visitor Orientation
Center in the blocks bounded by 3rd, 5th and Jackson Streets and Interstate
95. The area to be acquired includes 4.78 acres and involves a total of
thirty-three property owners. This is a "no concluded action® paper, in
that it authorizes negotiations to acquire the properties but requires
further authorization by City Council to accept any purchase agreements or
to initiate any condemnation action.

The new Visitor Center would replace the existing Center on Robin Hood
Road. It would represent a significant enhancement of visitor services,
and would provide a more central and more accessible location at the
primary Downtown gateway to the City from Interstates 64 and 95. The new
Center is an essential element in the City's tourism development program
and would be of significant benefit to the public. It is expected to
return about $3 million annually in new tourism and convention activity by
increasing the number of visitors, increasing the visitor length of stay
and making visitors more aware of available attractions. The facility
would benefit local residents as well, by making them more aware of City
attractions and providing educational opportunities. It is also felt that
development of the new Visitor Center will encourage further economic
development in the North Core area of Downtown and be a catalyst for
private investment and general enhancement of the area. The proximity of
the proposed Center to the 6th Street Marketplace, Downtown retail core,
hotels, convention and exhibit facilities, other Downtown attractions, and
public transportation is another major advantage of the proposed location.

The proposed complex would include an information center which would
provide tourist information, displays, exhibits and other tourist ,
services. The development program also calls for over 300 parking spaces,
a public park and outdoor plaza, substantial landscaping and other public
improvements, a bus or trolley stop, and other potential tourist services.
Realignment of portions of 3rd and 4th Streets to enhance traffic flow in
the area would also be involved. Approval of plans by the Urban Design



The Honorable Council -2 August 19, 1986
Ordinance No. 86-209

Committee and the Planning Commission will be required at preliminary and
final plan stages. At this point, only schematic studies have been
conducted in order to evaluate the site capabilities. These studies show
that the proposed site is suitable and adequate to meet the program
objectives.

The project was included in the Capital Budget and the Capital Improvement
Program by amendment adopted by City Council during the budget approval
process last May. The project has a total estimated cost of $4,850,000.

Of that amount, $1,650,000 is included in the current year Capital Budget
for land acquisition, relocation and design. Construction, including
related roadway relocation and public improvements, is programmed for
1987-88. Although the total cost of the project is included in the C.I.P.,
efforts are continuing through Richmond Renaissance to solicit the
financial participation of surrounding jurisdictions to establish the
facility as a metropolitan center. If this can be accomplished, the City's
share of the project cost could be reduced. '

The joint efforts of several agencies and organizations have led to the
selection of the subject site. The potential for a new Visitor Orientation
Center at this general location was identified by a City Administration
task force which studied the North Core area in 1981. A Metropolitan
Richmond Convention and Visitors' Bureau site selection committee, after
consideration of various alternatives, subsequently identified this
location as the preferred site. A general program for the facility, site
evaluation studies and economic impact analysis have since been completed
by Richmond Renaissance, which has been very active in promoting the
project. During these studies and analyses, the Downtown Plan was being
prepared. The adopted Plan identifies this general location for the new
Visitor Center in conjunction with other gateway improvements in the
jmmediate area. Approval of this paper to authorize acquisition of the
necessary property is the next step in implementing this important project.

Very truly yours,

4 Mk Strdis

S. Mark Strickler
Acting Secretary

SMS:1k

cc: City Real Estate Agent
Director - Department of General Services
Director - Budget Bureau
Director - Department of Public Works
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