
 
INTRODUCED: September 14, 2015  

 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2015-186-190 
 
 
 

To amend ch. 22 of the City Code, concerning cemeteries, by adding therein a new art. IV, 
consisting of §§ 22-201—22-233, concerning options other than burial, and to amend Appendix 
A of the City Code by adding therein new fees for City Code §§ 22-212, 22-222, 22-232, and 22-
233, for the purpose of providing for the provision of cremation-related options at City 
cemeteries and the fees to be charged therefor. 

   
 

Patron – Mayor Jones 
   

 
Approved as to form and legality 

by the City Attorney 
   

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: SEPT 28 2015 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 
THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That Chapter 22 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2004) be and is hereby 

amended and reordained by adding therein a new Article IV, consisting of new divisions 

numbered 1 through 4 and new sections numbered 22-201 through 22-232, as follows: 

ARTICLE IV. 

OPTIONS OTHER THAN BURIAL. 

DIVISION 1. 

GENERALLY. 
 
 
AYES: 7  NOES: 0  ABSTAIN:  
      

ADOPTED: SEPT 28 2015  REJECTED:  STRICKEN:  

 



Sec. 22-201. Purpose. 

The purpose of this article is to provide for the offering of options other than burial in 

cemeteries. 

Sec. 22-202. Applicability of other provisions of chapter. 

The provisions of Article III of this chapter shall apply to the rights in columbarium 

niches and memorial sites sold pursuant to this article. 

Sec. 22-203. Duties of Director. 

The Director shall issue regulations consistent with this article and any other applicable 

laws to discharge the duties set forth in this article. 

DIVISION 2. 

COLUMBARIA. 

Sec. 22-211. Meaning of “columbarium.” 

The term “columbarium” means a vault lined with niches for urns containing cremated 

remains.  The Director shall approve the design, location, and size of each columbarium erected 

in a cemetery. 

Sec. 22-212. Where columbaria located; fees. 

The Director shall erect and maintain at least one columbarium in each of Oakwood 

Cemetery, Riverview Cemetery, Maury Cemetery, Mt. Olivet Cemetery, and Shockoe Hill 

Cemetery.  The Director may erect and maintain additional columbaria in these cemeteries as 

needed.  In order to purchase rights to a niche in a columbarium, the purchaser shall pay the 

applicable fee as set forth in Appendix A. 

DIVISION 3. 

SCATTERING GARDENS. 
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Sec. 22-221. Meaning of “scattering garden.” 

The term “scattering garden” means an area within a cemetery in which cremated 

remains may be scattered.  A scattering garden includes landscaping and a monument or other 

feature for the memorialization of individuals whose cremated remains have been scattered there.  

The Director shall approve the design, location, and size of each scattering garden established in 

a cemetery. 

Sec. 22-222. Where scattering gardens located; fees. 

The Director shall establish and maintain scattering gardens in cemeteries as needed.  The 

purchaser shall pay the applicable fee as set forth in Appendix A for rights to have an 

individual’s cremated remains scattered in a scattering garden and for an inscription 

memorializing the individual whose cremated remains are scattered in the scattering garden. 

DIVISION 4. 

MEMORIAL SITES. 

Sec. 22-231. Memorial sites; fees. 

As needed, the Director shall establish and maintain memorial sites within cemeteries at 

which cremation benches may be installed.  The Director shall approve the design, location, and 

size of each memorial site in a cemetery. 

Sec. 22-232. Cremation benches; fees. 

A cremation bench is a granite bench installed at a memorial site in which more than one 

urn containing cremated remains may be placed.  The Director shall approve the design, location, 

and size of each cremation bench installed at a memorial site in a cemetery.  In order to purchase 

a memorial site and a cremation bench, the purchaser shall pay the applicable fees set forth in 
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Appendix A.  In addition, the purchaser shall pay a fee for each inscription on a cremation bench 

and each inurnment as set forth in Appendix A. 

Sec. 22-233. Private estates; fees. 

A private estate is a small columbarium installed at a memorial site into which urns 

containing cremated remains and flower vases may be placed.  The Director shall approve the 

design and size of three models of private estates and shall approve the location of each private 

estate within a cemetery.  Private estates may be purchased in Oakwood Cemetery, Riverview 

Cemetery, Maury Cemetery, and Mt. Olivet Cemetery.  In order to purchase a memorial site and 

a private estate, the purchaser shall pay the applicable fees set forth in Appendix A.  In addition, 

the purchaser shall pay a fee for each inscription on a private estate as set forth in Appendix A. 

§ 2. That Appendix A of the Code of the City of Richmond (2004) be and is hereby 

amended and reordained by adding therein new fees for sections 22-212, 22-222, 22-232, and 

22-233 of the Code of the City of Richmond (2004) as follows: 

Code Section Description Fee 
22-212 Fee for purchase of niche in columbarium:  
 (1) Oakwood, Riverview, Maury, and Mt. Olivet Cemeteries:  
 a. Upper two levels 1,295.00 
 b. Middle two levels 1,495,00 
 c. Lower two levels 1,095.00 
 (2) Shockoe Hill Cemetery  
 a. Upper two levels 1,795.00 
 b. Middle two levels 1,995.00 
 c. Lower two levels 1,595.00 
22-222 Fees for scattering gardens  
 (1) Scattering 195.00 
 (2) Inscription 250.00 
22-232 Fees relating to purchase of memorial site for cremation 

bench in Oakwood, Riverview, Maury, and Mt. Olivet 
Cemeteries 

 

 (1) Purchase of memorial site 500.00 
 (2) Purchase of cremation bench 2,795.00 
 (3) Inscription of family name plus names of two individuals 500.00 
 (4) Inurnment 500.00 
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22-233 Fees relating to private estates  
 (1) In Oakwood, Riverview, Maury, and Mt. Olivet 

Cemeteries 
 

 a. Model A  
 1. Purchase of memorial site 500.00 
 2. Purchase of two-niche private estate 2,154.80 
 b. Model B  
 1. Purchase of memorial site 500.00 
 2. Purchase of four-niche private estate 4,310.00 
 c. Model C  
 1. Purchase of memorial site 500.00 
 2. Purchase of four-niche private estate 4,586.80 
 (2) In Shockoe Hill Cemetery  
 a. Model A  
 3. Purchase of memorial site 500.00 
 4. Purchase of two-niche private estate 2,154.80 
 b. Model B  
 3. Purchase of memorial site 1,000.00 
 4. Purchase of four-niche private estate 4,310.00 
 c. Model C  
 3. Purchase of memorial site $1,000.00 
 4. Purchase of four-niche private estate 4,586.80 
 (3) Inscriptions  
 a. Family name 195.00 
 b. Each individual name 250.00 

 
§ 3. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 
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