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Project Description: Replace front porch columns and railing 

On 
Staff Contact: C. Easterling 
 
The applicant requests permission to replace the front porch columns and railing 
at a residence located in the Union Hill Old and Historic District.  The applicant 
replaced the existing wood columns and metal railing without the required 
Certificate of Appropriateness.  Upon receiving a compliant from a member of the 
public, staff issued a Notice of Violation to the property owner.  The applicant 
indicated to staff that the posts were deteriorated and needed to be replaced.  

A photograph of the property from 2011 (see exhibit A) depicts the porch with 
slender, multi-sided posts and non-historic metal railings.  The National Register 
nomination for Union Hill states that the porch had “octagonal, delicate thin 
columns with metal railings.” A 1977 survey photograph of the property shows 
the building with the slender columns and a railing with thin pickets that might or 
might not be turned (see exhibit B). 

Staff recommends partial approval of the project.  The Standards for 
Rehabilitation outlined on page 51 of the Richmond Old and Historic District 
Handbook and Design Review Guidelines note that original porch elements such 
as columns and other decorative features should be retained and repaired.  The 
additional guidelines for the treatment of porches and entrances on page 61 of 
the Guidelines emphasize that porch elements are important in defining a 
building’s overall historic character, and that deteriorated porch features should 
be retained and repaired or replaced in kind. The previous metal railing at this 
property was not historic, and as the pickets resemble those depicted in the 1977 
survey photograph, staff recommends that the applicant be allowed to retain the 
new railing system.  The new turned posts do not appear to match the 
appearance of the earlier porch posts.  If the Commission can confirm that 
octagonal porch posts were likely original to the property, staff recommends that 
the applicant replace the existing posts with ones that match the originals. 

It is the assessment of staff that the application is consistent in part with the 
Standards for Rehabilitation outlined in Section 114-930.7(b) of the City Code, as 
well as with the Richmond Old and Historic Districts Handbook and Design 
Review Guidelines, specifically the pages cited above, adopted by the 
Commission for review of Certificates of Appropriateness under the same section 
of the code. Staff does not recommend approval of the replacement porch 
columns. 

 








