
































( j era Id peters 
1649B West Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

O U 4 . J J / .Siziyj cell 
jerry@mucho-gusto.org 

Honorable Charles Samuels 
Councilman 
City of Richmond 
(Delivered via email) 

May 28, 2014 

Dear Mr. Samuels, 

This letter expresses strong support for the application to modify the terms of the Special Use 
Permit (SUP) submitted by The Camel and its owner Rand Burgess. 

I am a property owner and neighbor of the Camel. I own and live in the mixed-use building at 
1649 W. Broad. I am also a real estate developer and have extensive experience and respect for 
the SUP process and for the underlying zoning policy. 1 understand the need to manage the use 
of property and for the need to respect mutual rights and responsibilities of the various 
stakeholders in each of the city's neighborhoods. 

The 1600 block of West Broad Street supports a diverse set of uses. In addition to the "big box" 
retail use represented by Lowe's on the north side of the street, we have retail, office, residential, 
warehouse and entertainment uses on the south side. I believe this diversity should be 
encouraged on Broad St - one of the main urban thoroughfares of the city. I invested in and live 
in the area precisely because of the diversity. 

The Camel is an excellent neighbor. They are respectful and encourage cooperation among the 
property owners and tenants of the neighborhood. They bring a rich and varied set of patrons to 
the area. They, along with the Firehouse Theatre, create a cultural milieu which inures to the 
benefit of this neighborhood and the entire city. Any inconvenience that I occasionally 
experience from the entertainment activity on the block is more than compensated by its 
contribution to the creative fabric of the area. 

The Camel believes the requested SUP modifications are required for its continued survival. We 
cannot afford to lose this valuable resource. 

I strongly support approval of the Camel's request. 

Sincerely, 




































































































