
Property  

Address: 2100 Sussex Street, Richmond, VA 23223 

Historic District: N/A  

Parcel ID: E0000911004, E0000911003 

Applicant Information  

Name: Nissa Dean  

Company: City of Richmond, Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities 

Mailing Address: 1209 Admiral Street, Richmond VA 23220  

Phone: (804) 646-5619  

Email: Nissa.Dean@rva.gov  

Applicant Type: Owner  

Project Information  

Project Type: Location, Character and Extent – Conceptual Review  

Project Narrative:  

Purpose:  

The Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community Facilities (PRCF) requests a conceptual location, 

character and extent review for the creation of a new park (Whitcomb Community Park) to include 

design elements for a new basketball court and other future recreational features. The Whitcomb 

Community Park project initially aims to add a new basketball court and provide access to recreational 

resources within the Whitcomb Court community.  

Project Context:  

The Whitcomb Community Park, formerly a home for an elementary school, is located on the northeast 

side of the City of Richmond, serving the residents of the Whitcomb neighborhood. This 7.25 acre site is 

a vast open field that boasts a quarter mile walking trail with rows of seasoned large trees and a football 

field defined by recently installed football uprights. The Whitcomb Court Community center is located 

immediately west of the park, hosting variety of community programs and activities. Although the 

current site is large and beautiful, it is not utilized to its full potential due to lack of amenities for all 

ages. The existing basketball court is located behind the Community center with no visibility for 

monitoring and its surface deteriorated from constant flood caused by lack of proper water 

management - it is now closed for further notice to mitigate any unwanted activities for the community. 

The Whitcomb Community Park is an effort to vision a green space with various amenities where 

families and friends of Whitcomb community can come together to play, to learn, and to gather.  

 

The proposed Park will be a vibrant outdoor space in which residents of all ages can gather, 
play, and exercise. The north of the Park features sports fields for basketball and football for 
adolescent residents, while the south end of the park features a variety of lower intensity 
activities catered towards children. 
 
Amenities such as a food truck plaza and community gardens allow residences of all ages to 
gather around food and nourishment. The playground and splash pad area have clear visibility 
from shaded seating and from the walking path, so parents can watch their children while 
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engaging in social activities of their own such as exercising on the track and playing chess with 
friends. 
 
The seating area adjacent to sports fields provides a social hub for the players and audience. 
The walking path will be more activated with the proposed intermediate paths, extended 
towards the community with crossroads, pulling the community into the park in safe way. 
 

The corners of Carmine and Sussex Street, as well as Sussex and Whitcomb Street will be 
embellished with native species. They will require relatively limited maintenance after their 
establishment. The landscaping of this site and community garden can take advantage of the 
best fertilizer produced on the existing compost site, located on the north of adjacent brown 
field. 
 
The Park will serve both the Whitcomb Court community and its adjacent neighborhoods. 
Richmond has seen how amenities such as splash pads and basketball courts have brought 
together communities; building stronger relationships and more joyful experiences for the 
people. 
 

Project Budget and Funding Sources:  

The project up for conceptual review by the UDC is not fully funded but anticipated to be funded in the 

future through the PRCF CIP or possible local, state, and/or federal grant opportunities. The design and 

installation of a new basketball court is partially funded with a $200,000 donation from CarMax. This 

project will be fully designed and will come before the UDC for final approval later. 

Construction Timeline: 

Full construction of the project is not known and tied to future funding opportunities. The early action 

project is to install the new basketball court with a tentative construction timeline for the Spring of 

2023. 

Attachments:  

Attachment 3: Existing Site 

Attachment 4: Propose Layout 

Attachment 5: Design Options 
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