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May 24, 2017 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK 
2415 Venable Street 
Richmond, Virginia  23223 
 
for the Commission of Architectural Review 
 
 
General  
The structure at 2417 Venable Street is an attached Italianate town house in the Union Hill 
Historic District.  It appears on the 1905 Sanborn Map, but there are no known photographs of the 
house in its original condition.  The Owner will submit the project for State and Federal 
Rehabilitation Tax Credits through the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources. 
 
Existing Conditions 
The current condition of the house is poor to fair.  The original wood siding is clad in vinyl siding 
on the front and rear elevations.  The east side elevation is entirely obscured by the adjacent ABC 
Store (2421 Venable) and the west side elevation is attached to 2415 Venable.  The original 
cornice and the majority of the original brackets remain on the front elevation.  The trim on the 
front elevation was painted prior to the sale of the building, but the rear elevation has little to no 
intact paint.  The rear elevation is clad in vinyl siding, and there is a two-story rear porch that 
appears to retain no historic fabric beyond its footprint and roofline.  Please refer to the attached 
Floor Plans and Elevations. 
  
Proposed Work 
The Owner proposes to remove the vinyl siding to expose the original wood siding underneath.  It 
will be painted a color from the palette of paint colors appropriate for use on historic Italianate 
properties and will be approved administratively during construction if possible. 
 
The trim will be painted a white or off-white to match the existing trim color of 2415 Venable, 
the west half of the double house.  
 
The brick foundation wall and porch foundation wall will be repaired and the mortar joints 
repaired or repointed as necessary.   
 
The non-historic windows on the front façade will be removed and replaced with wood, 
simulated-divided lite 2/2 windows similar to the historic windows on the front façade of 2415 
Venable.  The non-historic front door will be replaced with a wood 6-panel door similar to 2415 
Venable.  The historic door trim will be retained. 
 



DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK, continued 
2415 Venable Street 
Richmond, Virginia  23223 
 
 
The roof will need to be replaced.  The Owner proposes to use a TPO roof with the gray side out 
on the low slopes of the main hip roof, front porch hip roof and the rear porch shed roof.  Because 
the proposed work remains inside the footprint of the existing building, no roof plan is included 
in the drawing package. 
 
The rear elevation has a two-story porch which the Owner proposes to enclose, keeping within 
the original footprint and roofline of the existing porch.  The horizontal and vertical porch lines 
will be maintained by the application of simple pilasters and trim work that will cast shadows and 
give a porch-like impression at this part of the structure.  On the rear elevation, double and triple 
windows are proposed to help maintain the open look of a porch, and it is proposed to paint the 
new panels above the “handrail” trim a slightly darker color than the panels below it.  Because no 
ornamentation from the front or side of the house continues to the rear elevation, because the 
existing elements of the porch seem to have no original character and any historic fabric on the 
porch seems to have been lost in the passage of time, and because the porch is located on a 
secondary elevation, we feel that the proposed changes are in keeping with the Old and Historic 
Districts Design Review Guidelines.   
 
A new stoop is proposed at the new rear door.  It is proposed to be pressure treated wood and will 
be low enough not to require a handrail.  An opaque stain may be used at this stoop, the color for 
which will be approved administratively if possible.  
 
Please refer to the attached Proposed Floor Plans and Elevations in reference to the descriptions 
above.  Also, window and door specification cut sheets are included with this submittal to show 
the general intent for the materials to be used in construction.  If the specific product or 
manufacturer is not used, a product with similar or equal properties will be substituted. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to review this project.  Please do not hesitate to call with any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dana G. Moore, R.A. 
�



AutoCAD SHX Text
EXISTING 2-STORY REAR PORCH TO BE ENCLOSED INSIDE EXISTING FOOTPRINT & ROOFLINE

AutoCAD SHX Text
EXISTING 1-STORY FRONT PORCH TO REMAIN

AutoCAD SHX Text
EXISTING 2-STORY FRAME STRUCTURE TO REMAIN

AutoCAD SHX Text
ZONING R-63 MULTI-FAMILY URBAN RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY EXISTING CONDITIONS: LOT DIMENSIONS: 15' X 132' LOT AREA: 1980 SF BUILDING FOOTPRINT (INCLUDING PORCHES):     EXISTING:   906.3 SF PROPOSED: 906.3 SF  LOT COVERAGE: MAX ALLOW. 65% EXISTING:   45.3% PROPOSED: 45.3%

AutoCAD SHX Text
NEW LANDING AND STEPS TO GRADE



EXIST. 1st FLOOR PLAN

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"

EXIST. 2nd FLOOR PLAN

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"



1st FLOOR PLAN - Proposed

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"

 2nd FLOOR PLAN - Proposed

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"



ORIGINAL WOOD SIDING W/
5" EXPOSURE - PAINTED

NEW 2-OVER-2 WINDOWS
TO MATCH ATTACHED
HOUSE (2415)

ORIGINAL TRANSOM &
DOOR TRIM TO REMAIN

NEW 6-PANEL DOOR
PAINTED W/ NO STORM
DOOR

ORIGINAL CORNICE &
BRACKETS TO REMAIN

NEW TPO ROOF (GRAY SIDE
OUT) W/ INTERNAL GUTTER

NEW TPO ROOF (GRAY
SIDE OUT)

EXISTING CONC. STAIR
AND EXIST. PORCH  TO
REMAIN

FRONT ELEVATION

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

ORIGINAL WOOD
SIDING (BEYOND)

1x8 "PILASTER"
TRIM BOARDS TYP

SIMPLE TRIM  FOR
"PILASTER" @ BASE &
CAP TYP

1x TRIM "SKIRT
BOARD" - SIZE VIF

NEW WOOD 1-OVER-1
WINDOWS, TYP FOR
REAR ELEVATION NEW HALF-LITE BACK

DOOR W/ TRANSOM
ABOVE

SIMPLE 2-PIECE TRIM
"HANDRAIL"

NEW FOUNDATION WALL:
1" RECESSED INFILL IN
FOOTPRINT OF PORCH;
INCORPORATE EXISTING
BRICK PIERS

NEW TPO PORCH ROOF
(GRAY SIDE OUT)

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

REAR ELEVATION

HARDI-PANEL SIDING -
SMOOTH; ABV. "HANDRAIL"
PAINT 1 SHADE DARKER
THAN HOUSE SIDING, TYP
FOR PORCH

CEMENTITIOUS PANELS
(JAMES HARDIE OR EQ.)



"PILASTER" TRIM BOARDS TYP

TRIM "SKIRT BOARD"

SIMPLE TRIM  FOR
"PILASTER" BASE & CAP

SIMPLE 2-PIECE TRIM
"HANDRAIL"

ORIGINAL CORNICE AND
BRACKETS @ FRONT ELEVATION

NEW TPO ROOF (GRAY SIDE OUT)

ORIGINAL BRICK WALL - REPOINT
& REPAIR AS REQUIRED

ORIGINAL WINDOWS - REPAIR
OR REPLACE IN KIND

SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

SIDE ELEVATION

CEMENTITIOUS PANELS TYP.
(JAMES HARDIE OR EQ.)

CEMENTITIOUS PANELS TYP.
(JAMES HARDIE OR EQ.)

EXISTING PORCH - REPAIR AS
REQ'D & REPAINT



2417 Venable Street – Proposed New Front Door (or equal) Painted



2417 Venable Street – Proposed New Rear Door (or equal) Painted



2417 Venable Street  – Proposed New Windows (or equal) on Rear Elevation & Proposed Floor Plan 
           – Windows shall be Double Hung ordered without Exterior Cladding
           – Windows shall be 1/1 except at Front Elevation where windows shall be 2/2
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