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530 East Main Street, Suite 730, Richmond, VA 23219 • (804) 874-6275 • markbaker@bakerdevelopmentresources.com     

 

July 27th, 2023 

 

City of Richmond Department of Planning and Development Review 

Commission of Architectural Review 

City Hall, 900 East Broad Street 

Richmond, VA 23219 

 

RE: Commission of Architectural Review: 1014 Russell Street (E0000-470/016) 

 

Members of the Commission, 

 

 This memorandum shall serve as the applicant’s statement for an application to be 

reviewed by the Commission of Architectural Review (the “CAR”) for the proposed construction 

of a new single-family detached dwelling on the currently vacant property known as 1014 

Russell Street (the “Property”). This application was conceptually reviewed at the February 28th 

and again reviewed at the May 23rd meeting of the CAR. 

 

The Property is located on the western side of Russell Street between Carrington and 

Venable Streets and lies in Richmond’s Union Hill City Old and Historic District. Existing 

structures in the district are known for a variety of architectural styles and materials as well as a 

range of land uses. While dwellings in the Union Hill Old and Historic District offer excellent 

examples of 19th and early 20th century architecture, most properties in the immediate vicinity 

along Russell, Carrington, and Pink Streets are developed with relatively recent construction or 

are currently vacant.  

 

Changes to the proposed design: 

 While the overall siting of the dwelling remains consistent with the initial design and the 

approved dwelling at 1016 Russell Street, the applicant has updated the design of the dwelling 

to be more compatible with the approved design at 1016 Russell. The roofline of the dwelling 

was updated to match the adjacent home and has a façade which is similar without being 

replicative. A front bay window with shed roof (like the roofs found on the nearby homes at 

2408 & 2426 Venable) adds visual interest to the façade. Awnings built into the roof above the 

second story windows over the porch provide a modern interpretation of the awnings found in 

the neighborhood (2426 Venable). A side entrance along the northern property line (see 2300 

and 2400 Venable Streets) allows for a first-floor mud room. The side entrance is covered with 



 

Application Narrative 

1014 Russell Street 

an awning to protect the entrance from weather like those which can be found at 2317/2315 

Venable. 

As specifically noted on page 46 of the Richmond Old & Historic Districts Handbook and Design 

Review Guidelines (the “Handbook”), “the context for review begins with the building and its 

immediate neighbors, but also expands to include the surrounding buildings on the block face 

and across the street (within the historic district).” As there are no other dwellings on this block 

face or across the Street, the most immediate dwellings would be those located to the north 

along Carrington Street which includes those recently approved by CAR at 2317, 2311, 2309, 

and 2307 Carrington Street. Attached (and shown below) is a contextual image of the adjacent 

dwellings along the Carrington Street frontage which utilize a range of forms. As defined by the 

Handbook, “form refers to the specific combination of massing, size, symmetry, proportions, 

projections and roof shapes that lend identity to a building” and the forms which are 

represented in the existing, CAR approved dwellings on Carrington can also be found in the 

proposed dwellings at 1014 and 1016 Russell Street. 

Siting: 

The new dwelling at 1014 Russell Street would front onto Russell Street and borders a 

public alley to the north. The dwelling will be set back from the street consistent with the 

underlying zoning and is also compatible with the setback of the approved dwelling at 1016 

Russell Street. The siting of the new dwelling is compatible with others within the area and will 

begin to create a consistent and unified street frontage along the currently vacant Russell 

Street frontage.  
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Figure 1:Site plan of proposed dwelling along Russell Street 

 

Form: 

The dwelling at 1014 Russell Street has been designed in a manner which is consistent 

with the form of other exiting structures in the neighborhood and those which have been 

approved by CAR while also contemplating the underlying R-63 zoning requirements and the 

unique nature of creating a unified block face on a vacant frontage.  

 

 
Figure 2:Proposed dwelling at 1014 (left) and approved dwelling at 1016 (right) Russell Street. 
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Single-family detached dwellings can be found within the block and throughout the 

Union Hill district. The proposed design acknowledges the needs of the modern homebuyer 

while remaining sensitive to the historic fabric of the neighborhood. 

 

 
Figure 3:CAR approved dwelling at 2317 Carrington Street 

 

Scale: 

The proposed construction of the new dwelling is consistent with the scale and 

character of the existing neighborhood and will appear appropriate from street level. 

 

   
Figure 3: CAR approved dwellings at 2307 Carrington Street, 965 Pin, and 961 Pink Street within the Union Hill 

Neighborhood. 

Height, Width, Proportion, & Massing 

 The proposed dwelling is comparable in height with other structures on the block. 

Existing structures nearby range from two to four stories. Single-family dwellings in the area 
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range in height from one to three stories though two-story dwellings, like the proposed at 1014 

Russell, are predominant. 

 

In conclusion, the proposed design would maintain compatibility with the historical 

fabric of the neighborhood as it recognizes the siting, scale, form, and massing of the 

contributing structures in the neighborhood. It would also be compatible with the newly 

approved dwellings in the area by retaining similar design, features, and materials. As noted by 

the CAR’s Handbook and Design Review Guidelines, the Union Hill City Old and Historic District 

is characterized by a wide variety of architectural styles. The proposed dwelling provides 

traditional architectural style, consistent with the fabric of the homes found in the block, while 

also offering variations in the types of housing provided in the neighborhood in accordance 

with the new, award winning, Richmond 300 Master Plan. Furthermore, many of the design 

elements of the proposed dwelling can be found on historically significant dwellings throughout 

the Union Hill district. The proposed single-family detached dwelling addresses the unique 

considerations of the lot size, shape, and underlying zoning while also acknowledging the 

historical characteristics of the Union Hill Neighborhood.  

 

We thank you for the care and assistance in reviewing our application. Should you have 

any questions after reviewing this request, please feel free to contact me at 

will@bakerdevelopmentresources.com or (864)377-9140. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Will Gillette, AICP 

Baker Development Resources, LLC 

mailto:will@bakerdevelopmentresources.com
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