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For questions, please contact Alex Dandridge
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City of Richmond
Department of Planning 
& Development Review Location, Character, and Extent

  LOCATION: 1900 Stuart Avenue
  COUNCIL DISTRICT: 2
  PROPOSAL: Final review of the removal
  of a monument and pedestal. 
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Property
Address: 1900 Stuart Ave, Richmond, VA 23220 - First Virginia Regiment Monument
Historic District: NA
Parcel ID: W0000860001

Applicant Information
Name: Christopher Frelke
Company: City of Richmond, Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities
Mailing Address: 1209 Admiral Street, Richmond VA 23220
Phone: (804)646-1128
Email: Christopher.Frelke@richmondgov.com
Applicant Type: Owner

Project Information
Project Type: Location, Character and Extent - Final Review
Project Narrative:

Purpose:
On behalf of the City of Richmond and in accordance with Ord. 2020-154, the Department of
Parks, Recreation, and Community Facilities requests a final location, character and extent
review for permission for the ability to remove a monument and pedestal from Meadow Park in
the Fan District.  The First Virginia Regiment Monument is an asset of the Department of Parks,
Recreation and Community Facilities.

Process Background:
This application is based on the Department of Historic Resources (DHR) “Guidance Regarding
Confederate Monuments.” Per Section 15.2-1812 of the Code of Virginia (effectual July 1,
2020), the General Assembly has granted authority to the City Council to decide upon the future
location/receivership of these City assets; therefore, this application for review does not
speculate where any of these assets may or should end up. Further, beyond providing what the
temporary restoration of each site could look like upon removal to maintain health, human
safety, traffic flow, and landscape continuity, this application does not propose what should exist
on these sites in the future.

Justification for this application for review is further rooted in the City Charter and the City Code.
Code §30-100 outlines the purposes of the zoning ordinance. The ability to remove the
monument and pedestal will (3) Promote health, sanitation and general welfare, as well as (7)
Facilitate the creation of a convenient, attractive and harmonious community. Charter § 2.04 of
the Charter provides the City power to make regulations for the preservation of the morals of the
city and its inhabitants. The representation of white supremacy and the legacy of slavery in
prominent public places through this monument is of questionable morality. Charter § 2.04 of the
Charter provides the City power to prevent riots, disturbances, and disorderly assemblages.
Based on the events of the last year, and similar events in other cities, the ability to remove
monuments and pedestals could be considered such a prevention effort.

mailto:Christopher.Frelke@richmondgov.com
https://richmondva.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4582895&GUID=7AF4B6D7-0EF9-4F52-8E9E-07FF9ADD4487&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=2020-154
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/15.2-1812/#:~:text=A%20locality%20may%2C%20within%20the,1775%2D1783)%2C%20War%20of


This monument statue was removed by protestors in the summer of 2020, the pedestal remains
with plaques on all four sides describing the First Virginia Regiment, including involvement in the
Confederacy.

Site Background:
The First Virginia Regiment Monument was erected at the intersection of Stuart Ave and Park
Ave in Meadow Park on May 1, 1930.

The site plans attached show the removal of the monument and pedestal with the retention of
the circular stone base. Holly bushes will be retained around the entire perimeter of the site as
they currently exist.

Attachments:
Attachment 1, Site Map, shows the existing condition of the site including an aerial view map
and pictures of the monument and pedestal from the North, South, East and West as of 6/16/21

Attachment 2, VHB Site Plans shows suggestions for the temporary restoration of the site
including site plans



Source: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
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