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From: PDR Land Use Admin
To: City Clerk"s Office
Subject: Fw: Public Comment – Opposition to Ordinance No. 2026-061
Date: Monday, April 13, 2026 2:33:59 PM

From: David Bigness Jr <david.bigness@icloud.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 11, 2026 8:11 PM
To: PDR Land Use Admin <dcdLandUseAdm@rva.gov>
Cc: Francesca Boyea <cesca33@icloud.com>
Subject: Public Comment – Opposition to Ordinance No. 2026-061
 

You don't often get email from david.bigness@icloud.com. Learn why this is important
CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's address and know the content is safe.

 

Address: 1324 N. 34th Street, Richmond, VA
To the Planning Commission,
I am a resident of 1324 N. 34th Street, in close proximity to the proposed development at 1300–1302 N. 34th Street. I am writing to express my opposition to Ordinance No. 2026-061.
My concerns are not with development itself, but with the scale, intensity, and fit of this proposal within the existing neighborhood context.
First, the proposed increase in density, from single-family zoning to a combination of duplexes and attached dwellings, represents a material shift in land use that is not consistent with the immediate block pattern. While broader planning initiatives may support increased density, this proposal introduces a level of intensity that does not appear to be calibrated to the specific conditions of this street.
Second, parking and infrastructure capacity are significant concerns. On-street parking in this area is already constrained. The proposal does not sufficiently demonstrate how the additional units will be accommodated without placing further strain on existing residents. The assertion that this development will not contribute to congestion or overcrowding does not reflect the lived reality of the neighborhood.
Third, there is a lack of clarity regarding the long-term occupancy model of these units. The inclusion of rentable garages suggests a potential investor-oriented development, which may contribute to increased tenant turnover and reduced neighborhood stability. This is an important consideration for a block that has historically been composed of primarily single-family homes.
Finally, I believe this proposal raises a broader concern regarding incremental zoning exceptions. Approving developments of this type without clear safeguards risks setting a precedent that gradually erodes the character and balance of established residential areas.
For these reasons, I respectfully request that the Planning Commission not approve this ordinance in its current form. At a minimum, I urge the Commission to require stronger consideration of parking, scale compatibility, and neighborhood impact before moving forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Yours etc.,
David D. Bigness Jr.
(Mr.)
1324 N. 34th Street.
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