


1100 Hollister Avenue
Applicant’s Report
Special Use Permit

Richmond Metropolitan Habitat for Humanity (RMHFH) recently completed construction of a
single family, affordable, ADA-accessible home located at 1100 Hollister Ave. A concrete
driveway was created at the front of the home that is approximately 14’ wide, allowing direct
access to a wheelchair lift located on the left side of the front porch facing the home.

RMHFH proposes to maintain the driveway at its current size, to benefit the future homeowner
who requires a wheelchair for mobility. The current zoning ordinance denotes driveways to be
no wider than 9’, so an SUP is required to maintain this width. The driveway at 14’ allows the
homeowner to enter and exit their vehicle with enough space to wheel alongside it (an access
aisle), making this an appropriate use for the site.1 Without this space it would be prohibitive for
one to maneuver between the wheelchair lift that provides entrance to the home and the
vehicle.

Staff members from RMHFH met onsite with Richmond City zoning administrators David
Duckhardt and Colleen Dang on 3/29/23 to discuss the driveway and its accessibility
requirements. Per their recommendation, we received a temporary Certificate of Occupancy for
the home and are following up with an SUP Application.

The proposed use will not contribute towards congestion or overcrowding in the neighborhood,
as the driveway will remove the need for street parking. We foresee no detriment to the welfare
of the community nor interference with services. Because there is no curb cut along the street,
the driveway runs right to the grade of the street without interruption. Public vehicles such as
trash and recycling trucks can navigate freely near the driveway. If granted the SUP, no
additional construction activity will be necessary to alter the width, eliminating further disruption
to neighbors. We anticipate no hazards from fire, panic, or other dangers.

This project aligns with our vision of a world where everyone has a decent place to live,
including individuals who require accessible dwellings.

1 Section 502.3.1 of the ADA Accessibility Standards states, “Access aisles serving car and van parking
spaces shall be 60 inches (1525 mm) wide minimum.” https://www.access-board.gov/ada/#ada-502_3

https://www.access-board.gov/ada/#ada-502_3
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