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Project: 10th Street – Jefferson Greenway   

 

Submittal: City of Richmond Urban Design Commission – Project Narrative 

 

Introduction: 

In 2013, members of the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and Capital Trees Organizations met to discuss 

collaboration on a project involving improvements to the 10th Street Corridor between the Virginia State 

Capitol and Kanawha Canal in Richmond’s Downtown District.  

 

Having successfully designed and built stormwater planters along 9th Street as part of the 2009-2010 

“Greening the Capitol Project,” ACB was looking to extend its efforts to the south. Similarly, Capital 

Trees was exploring areas in which to expand its public-private streetscape initiative which had begun 

nearby on 14th Street. At the suggestion of then Deputy Stormwater Director, Michelle Virts, the two 

groups set out to inventory past planning efforts and conditions of the 10th Street Corridor.  

 

Working with 3north Architects and Waterstreet Studio, the team assembled a master plan for the 

corridor and developed construction drawings for one block of the project - between Cary and Main 

Streets. Permit drawings for this block are included in and form the basis for this application package.  

 

Conceptual plans, previously developed by the Greening the Capitol Team, were used in the project 

team’s inventory and subsequently analyzed and compared to topographic and physical survey data 

provided by the City of Richmond. Inconsistencies discovered in the survey effort were noted and used 

to guide changes to the proposed streetscape interventions.   

 

It is the intent of the Project Team to work with City Staff and Review Agencies to permit and construct 

streetscape and stormwater enhancements along this block of 10th Street between Cary and Main 

Streets. Properties adjacent to the planned work include: 921 East Main Street to the West (Sun Trust 

Building), owned by PARMENTER 919 MAIN STREET LP LLLP; and the East, 11 South 10th Street and 1001 

East Main Street, owned by PARMENTER 919 MAIN STREET LP LLLP and AMERICAN HERITAGE PLACE LP, 

respectively.  

 

ACB and Capital Trees have provided funding for the design and engineering drawings. ACB will work 

with City Representatives to Project Manage the construction and funding will be provided through 

third-party grants and contributions from the corporate citizenry of Richmond.  

 

Proposed Improvements:  

1. Crosswalk improvements at intersections of 10th Street with Cary and Main Street. Crosswalks 

are to be restriped and north/south walks treated in stamped asphalt.  

2. Removal and replacement of concrete walkways within City ROW. Installation of brick accent 

bands at discrete locations within concrete walks.  

3. Installation of pedestrian scale light poles.  

4. Installation of sunken tree planters along East and West curbs in the northern half of the block. 

Tree planters are designed to increase potential root volume for the proposed street trees and 

contained mulch/groundcover beds, while providing adequate pedestrian crossing from the 

travelway to sidewalks.  
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5. Stormwater Planters are proposed along the East and West curbs in the southern half of the 

block. These planters are designed to detain and treat stormwater runoff from the travelways in 

a way that is safe, sustainable, and aesthetically pleasing. The system, similar to those approved 

and built along 9th and 14th Streets, links planters through a series of weir channels and 

underdrains, allowing for increased infiltration and treatment prior to its connection to the 

existing City storm sewer. Pedestrian crossings and canal stone bench seating are incorporated 

in the design. Planters will contain stone base, biofilter mix and a series of shrub, grass and 

street tree plantings.  

6. A steel plate conceals the proposed weirs to allow safe crossing and presents opportunity for 

educational signage/etching. Currently, the team is considering content for the signage and 

etching. Under consideration is educational text and symbology explaining the benefits of green 

infrastructure as well as historical text highlighting the significance of Jefferson’s vision for the 

connections between the State Capitol and James River.  

 

Urban Canopy:  

At present, there are 14 trees on the subject block. Twelve are Lindens ranging in caliper from 7 to 10 

inches and two are Redbuds roughly 3.5 inches in caliper. Canopy coverage is calculated to be 4,196 

square feet however four of the lindens are dead or dying. Assuming these trees were to be removed, 

post-removal canopy is calculated to be 2,880 square feet. Proposed plans call for all trees to be 

removed and replaced. Nineteen (19) 2.5 inch caliper shade trees are to be installed resulting in a 

calculated 10 year canopy coverage of 6,023 square feet.  

 

Budget:  

Estimated construction cost of the above improvements is $950,000.  

 

Funding Sources:  

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and Capital Trees have raised sufficient funds for the project 

through private donations, grants provided by local corporations and foundations including Altria Corp. 

and Chesapeake Bay Trust.  

 

Projected Timeline:  

The City of Richmond’s Department of Public Utilities has agreed to sponsor the project and has 

organized a review by the Development Review Committee to begin upon UDC and Planning 

Commission Approval. ACB will solicit competitive bids for the work and anticipates that construction 

will start in early Fall 2014 with substantial completion reached in December, 2014.  

 

Future Maintenance:  

Based on prior experience with projects of similar scale and nature, ACB and Capital Trees will play an 

active role in the ongoing maintenance of this streetscape. The two groups work closely with Hands on 

Richmond and Back Yard Farmer, Inc. to ensure that tree installations are adequately watered until 

establishment and planters are kept weed free.  
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PL A N T PA L E T T E IM AGE S

Cherokee Sweet Gum Corinthian Littleleaf Linden

Red Osier Dogwood (Summer and Winter)

Sedge Crocus

Daffodils
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A F T ER PER SPECT I V E
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