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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Erin <ehjordaneh@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 10:04 AM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Subject: Objections to Special Use Permit 111B North Lombardy Ordinance No. 2021-299

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's 

address and know the content is safe. 

 

   

Please include this email as part of the November 1st Planning Commission Meeting:  
 
As a ten year resident of the Fan I strongly object to the proposed special use  
permit for 111 B North Lombardy Street.  
 
Adding a business that will operate as a bar is not in the best interest of our community. Light 
pollution, noise, extra trash, safety, and parking will all be greatly impacted by allowing this bar to 
open.  
 

111 B North Lombardy has never been a restaurant or operated with an ABC license. This space 
does not have a working kitchen nor should it be retrofitted to add a kitchen. In the June 3, 2021 
BizSense article, Ms. Hopkins bragged about the ease of Virginia liquor laws. “Hopkins said Virginia’s 
liquor laws are actually more favorable than New York’s for someone who wants to sell wine for both 
on- and off-premise consumption.” “In New York you can’t have an on-off (premise) liquor license, so 
we couldn’t open a bottle and sell a glass.” Since this publication she has remarked that she is not 
opening a bar, but she is proposing to sell alcohol by the glass. Granting her a special use permit will 
also allow her to sell other types of alcohol. In addition this special use permit will go with the building, 
allowing future patrons to operate a bar. This is not the correct use for this residential space!  
 
 

Bars typically have loud drunken patrons who will disturb the citizens of this block. We have had to 
endure unruly patrons before from now closed Baja Bean and I am not willing to have this directly 
across from my home. 
 

Additional lights from the establishment will shine into my house my living room and bedroom causing 
excessive light. Citizens have the right to a sense of peace even in urban environments.  
 

Why is the zoning commission and the city council willing to allow a bar to operate in an area that is 
zoned for less intensive use? I am sickened to see that a push for tax revenue is being pressured 
over the interests of the citizens who live on the street. 
 
The street parking is severely limited on Lombardy, adding a bar business will hinder our already tight 
parking spaces. This street unfairly is zoned for Fan parking permits zone 1 and 2. When VCU is in 
session it is nearly impossible to find parking on North Lombardy. Additional people will only make 
this worse. Delivery trucks will also hinder the flow of traffic, blocking one side of the street. North 
Lombardy already endures speeding vehicles, poor drainage and lack of pedestrian right away. I’ve 
seen too many traffic and pedestrian accidents in this neighborhood.  
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I urge the zoning commission to take all of these factors into account and to stand on the side of 
citizens, not business.   
 

Best regards,  
 

Erin Jordan  
106 North Lombardy Street  
Richmond Virginia 23220 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Erin <ehjordaneh@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2021 1:45 PM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Cc: Jordan, Katherine - City Council

Subject: Stop special use permit for 111 B North Lombardy Street 

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

It has been brought to my attention that Celladora Wines is applying for a special use permit from the city to operate a 

wine bar and wine shop at 111 B North Lombardy Street. 

This location is directly across the street from my home. I have numerous objections to opening a bar in this residential 

block. Parking is limited to one side of the street, but is open to zone 1 and 2 Fan residents to park. There is a 1 hour 

limit on parking near the laundry mat, this is already limits spaces. I am concerned about the noise, light and garbage 

pollution from a 16 seat establishment. The noise of additional patrons will directly impact my health and quality of life. I 

can see the building from my living room and bedroom. The tenant claims that it is not her intention to open a wine bar, 

but by serving patrons glasses of wine with very limited food that is essentially what she is creating, a bar. Intoxicated 

people make excessive noise. I’m concerned about the possibility of outdoor seating, creating congestion on sidewalks 

and noise. Lights from the establishment will also be visible in my home. All of these factors will strongly diminish my 

quality of life,  my peace. I’ve lived in the Fan for ten years. Have seen tenants come and go, but I will not sit idly by and 

let a wine bar open across from my home. 

Please stop this permit and put the quality of life of your citizens above profit. 

Erin Jordan 

106 North Lombardy St. 

 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: MARGARET FRIEDENBERG <mjfberg@aol.com>

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 11:13 AM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Subject: Lombardy Street Proposal

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the 

sender's address and know the content is safe. 

 

 

 

I am opposed to the proposed special use permit for 111B North Lombardy.  It will disrupt the neighborhood and is 

unwarranted. 

M. Friedenberg 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Saunders, Richard L. - PDR

From: Jason  Mashburn <jason@creativedirect.net>

Sent: Friday, October 29, 2021 3:50 PM

To: PDR Land Use Admin

Subject: Planning Commission Meeting

CAUTION: This message is from an external sender - Do not open attachments or click links unless you recognize the sender's 

address and know the content is safe. 

 

   

 

Members of the planning Commission, 

 

Please accept my comments as part of the November 1st Planning Commission Meeting. 

 

I am the owner of 106 N. Lombardy - it is directly across the street from 111 N Lombardy.  Me and my wife 

have owned and lived at this property since 2011.  I am opposed to granting a Special Use permit for a 

restaurant at 111 N Lombardy. 

 

LIMITED PARKING 
 

This property has always been a very small retail ( hair salon) or single occupant business for a number of 

reasons, one of which is the very limited parking available.  I am fairly the certain the hair salon closed because 

a lot of their customers were constantly getting parking tickets and they couldn’t accommodate 

them.  Restaurants require a minimum amount of parking spots to attach to the business and there are none 

available.  

 

BUSINESS ENCROACHMENT 
 

I am also opposed to this special use permit because it would allow for business encroachment on a residential 

portion of Lombardy.  Since the ABC permit would convey with the property, it would be easy for it to turn into 

something else like a late night bar/restaurant in the future. This is harm our proaroty values and lower tax 

revenue to the city in the long run. 

 

In short, with the potential of loud noises, outdoor gatherings, alcohol sales and taking up very limited parking, 

allowing this property to become a restaurant would be detrimental to the tranquility of our home. 

 

 

PLENTY OF OTHER OPTIONS FOR THE BUSINESS OWNER 
 

There are plenty of other properties elsewhere available to rent that would not require a special use permit and 

encroach on a residential block.      

 

For all the issues mentioned above, I strongly urge and request  the granting of restaurant use for this property 

be denied. 

 

Sincerely,  
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Jason Mashburn 

106 N Lombardy Street 

Richmond, VA 23220 
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