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Commission of Architectural Review 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

900 E. Broad Street, Room 510 
Richmond, VA 23219 

804-646-6569
Property (location of work) 
Property Address:          Current Zoning: 
Historic District:        

Application is submitted for: (check one) 
☐ Alteration
☐ Demolition
☐ New Construction

Project Description (attach additional sheets if needed): 

Applicant/Contact Person: 
Company: 
Mailing Address:
City:   State:  Zip Code: 
Telephone: (
Email:  
Billing Contact?  Applicant Type (owner, architect, etc.): 

Property Owner:  
If Business Entity, name and title of authorized signee: 
Mailing Address:
City:  
Telephone: 

State:  Zip Code: 

Email:
Billing Contact?    
**Owner must sign at the bottom of this page** 

Acknowledgement of Responsibility 
Compliance: If granted, you agree to comply with all conditions of the certificate of appropriateness (COA). Revisions to 
approved work require staff review and may require a new application and approval from the Commission of Architectural 
Review (CAR). Failure to comply with the conditions of the COA may result in project delays or legal action. The COA is valid 
for one (1) year and may be extended for an additional year, upon written request and payment of associated fee. 

Requirements: A complete application includes all applicable information requested on checklists available on the CAR website 
to provide a complete and accurate description of existing and proposed conditions, as well as payments of the application fee. 
Applications proposing major new construction, including additions, should meet with staff to review the application and 
requirements prior to submitting. Owner contact information and signature is required. Late or incomplete applications will not 
be considered. 

Zoning Requirements: Prior to Commission review, it is the responsibility of the applicant to determine if zoning approval is 
required. Application materials should be prepared in compliance with zoning. 

Property Owner Signature:      Date:  

https://cor.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cf5282d10b6f40fcb361cde85dcc6fe4
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Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Instructions 

Staff Contact: (804)-646-6569 | alex.dandridge@rva.gov 

Before You Submit 
In advance of the application deadline, please contact staff to discuss your project, application requirements, and if 
necessary, to make an appointment to meet with staff for a project consultation. The CAR website has additional project 
guidance and required checklists: www.rva.gov/planning-development-review/commission-architectural-review.  

Application deadlines are firm. All materials must be submitted by the deadline to be considered at the following 
Commission meeting. Designs must be final at the time of application; revisions will not be accepted after the deadline. 
Incomplete and/or late applications will not be placed on that month’s agenda. 

Submission Requirements 
Please submit applications to staff via email with the project address in the subject line. Submit the following items via email 
to staff: 

• One (1) signed and completed application (PDF) – property owner signature required.
• Supporting documentation, as indicated on the checklist, which can be found under the ‘Application Information’ tab

on the website.
• Payment of application fee, if required. Payment of the fee must be received before the application will be

scheduled. An invoice will be sent via the City’s Online Permit Portal. Please see fee schedule available on the CAR
website for additional information.

A complete application includes a signed application form, legible plans, drawings, elevations, material specifications, and 
payment of the required fee as described in the City Code of Ordinances Sec. 30-930.6(b). The Commission will not accept 
new materials, revisions, or redesigns at the meeting. Deferral until the following month’s meeting may be necessary in such 
cases to allow for adequate review by staff, Commissioners, and public notice, if required. 

Meeting Information and Application Due Dates 
• The Commission meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month, except for December when it meets on the third 

Tuesday.
• Application hearings start at 4:00pm. Meetings are held in person at City Hall in the 5th floor conference room. 

Participation via Microsoft Teams is available. It is strongly recommended that at least one person, either the owner 
or applicant, attend the meeting in person.

• All applications are due at 12 noon the Friday after the monthly CAR meeting, except in December, when 
applications are due the following Monday. For a list of meeting dates and submission deadline dates for each 
meeting please visit www.rva.gov/planning-development-review/commission-architectural-review or contact staff.

• Revisions to applications that have been deferred or conceptually reviewed at a CAR meeting can be submitted nine 
(9) business days after that meeting in order to be reviewed at the following meeting. Please contact staff to confirm 
this date.

• New construction will be required to go through a conceptual review. The conceptual review is non-binding.
• Applicants are encouraged to reach out to any relevant civic associations and immediate neighbors for new 

construction or large-scale projects prior to submitting to the Commission of Architectural Review.

mailto:alex.dandridge@rva.gov
http://www.rva.gov/planning-development-review/commission-architectural-review
https://www.rva.gov/planning-development-review/commission-architectural-review
https://www.rva.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/CARFeesBrochure.pdf
http://www.rva.gov/planning-development-review/commission-architectural-review


Created 7/2016 

 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

 

ALTERATION AND ADDITION CHECKLIST 
 
 
 
Well in advance of the COA application deadline contact staff to discuss your project, and if necessary, 
to make an appointment to meet with staff for a project consultation. 
 
Complete all applicable sections and submit with the COA application form.  Staff can assist you in determining 
what items are required for your scope of work.  An incomplete application may cause delays in processing or 
may be deferred to the next agenda.  Application materials must clearly represent current and proposed 
conditions.  Refer to Standards for Rehabilitation outlined in Section 30.930.7(b) of the City Code, as well as, 
the Richmond Old and Historic Districts Handbook and Design Review Guidelines. 
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:   
 
BUILDING TYPE ALTERATION TYPE 
□ single-family residence □ garage □ addition □ roof 

□ multi-family residence □ accessory structure □ foundation □ awning or canopy 

□ commercial building □ other □ wall siding or cladding □ commercial sign 

□ mixed use building   □ windows or doors □ ramp or lift 

□ institutional building   □ porch or balcony □ other 
 

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION 
□ property description, current conditions and any prior alterations or additions 

□ proposed work: plans to change any exterior features, and/or addition description 

□ current building material conditions and originality of any materials proposed to be repaired or replaced 

□ proposed new material description:  attach specification sheets if necessary 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS place on 8 ½ x 11 page, label photos with description and location (refer to photograph guidelines) 

□ elevations of all sides 

□ detail photos of exterior elements subject to proposed work 

□ historical photos as evidence for restoration work 

 
DRAWINGS (refer to required drawing guidelines) 
□ current site plan □ list of current windows and doors □ current elevations (all sides) 

□ proposed site plan □ list of proposed window and door □ proposed elevations (all sides) 

□ current floor plans □ current roof plan □ demolition plan 

□ proposed floor plans □ proposed roof plan □ perspective and/or line of sight 

□ legal “plat of survey” 



506 N 26th Street 
Deck Design for 
Rebuild

Proposal for Design Approval and Permitting

Prepared by: Thomas Baiada, Owner
Property Address: 506 N 26th Street

Richmond, VA 23223



https://apps.richmondgov.com/applications/pro
pertysearch/Detail.aspx?pin=E0000383010

https://apps.richmondgov.com/applications/propertysearch/Detail.aspx?pin=E0000383010
https://apps.richmondgov.com/applications/propertysearch/Detail.aspx?pin=E0000383010
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Deck Rendering via Simpson Strong-Tie Deck Planner Software



Post Footings

● Footing depth minimum 30”
● Square footing at 24” x 24” x 6”
● 12” Sonotube pier to extend 

above grade
● Post anchored to concrete via 

Simspon Strong Tie Anchor

Min. 
30”

6” 24”

12”

6” x 6” PT



Framing Specifications

Label Description Usage

A 2” x 10” PT Lumber Rim Joists

B 2” x 10” PT Lumber Joists

C 2” x 10” PT Lumber Ledger

D 2” x 10” PT Lumber All Blocking

E 6” x 6”  PT Lumber Posts

F
2” x 10” PT Lumber
Beam composed of 
3 individual boards

Beam

Not 
shown

6” x 6”  PT Lumber
Diagonal 

beam 
bracing

A

A AB

C

C

D

E



Framing Dimensions

Joist spacing 
designed at 16” o.c., 
not to exceed 16” 
o.c.



Fastening - Ledger

Simpson Strong Tie Fastening 
Systems Technical Guide, Page 173

https://ssttoolbox.widen.net/view/pdf/3jh6mbobmz/C-F-2025TECHSUP-p173-185.pdf?t.download=true
https://ssttoolbox.widen.net/view/pdf/3jh6mbobmz/C-F-2025TECHSUP-p173-185.pdf?t.download=true


Fastening - Ledger Simpson Strong Tie Fastening Systems 
Technical Guide, Page 173

https://ssttoolbox.widen.net/view/pdf/3jh6mbobmz/C-F-2025TECHSUP-p173-185.pdf?t.download=true
https://ssttoolbox.widen.net/view/pdf/3jh6mbobmz/C-F-2025TECHSUP-p173-185.pdf?t.download=true


Fastening

● Joists
○ Secured to ledger and rim joist with specified joist 

hangers. LUS28Z Joist Hanger or equivalent.
● Deck Outer Rim Joist

○ Deck joists secured to outer rim joist with specified joist 
hangers

● Other Structural Connections
○ Connections using Simpson Strong Tie recommended 

products 
● Beam-to-Post Connection

○ Connection using Simpson Strong Tie post cap as 
depicted. CS2-3/6Z Post Cap (ZMAX®) or equivalent.

● Joist-to-Beam Connection
○ H2.5AZ Hurricane Tie (ZMAX®) or equivalent.



Fastening - Lateral Load Connection

Lateral load connection via Simpson Strong Tie DTT1Z Deck Tension ties 
at 4 locations per manufacturer’s installation instructions to meet lateral 
load requirements. See attached Installation Instructions.

https://www.strongtie.com/resource
s/product-installers-guide/dtt1zkt-in
stallation 

https://www.strongtie.com/resources/product-installers-guide/dtt1zkt-installation
https://www.strongtie.com/resources/product-installers-guide/dtt1zkt-installation
https://www.strongtie.com/resources/product-installers-guide/dtt1zkt-installation


Spiral Staircase - visual representation

● Staircase for visual representation 
of placement and attachment 
location only - not to scale. 

● Orientation, number of treads, tread 
height, tread depth, etc to be 
adjusted to be in accordance with 
code requirements and 
manufacturer requirements 
(Paragon stairs or equivalent)

https://www.paragonstairs.com/blog/spiral-stair-code-compliance-questions/#:~:text=What%20Diameter%20Spiral%20Stair%20Is,verified%20with%20your%20local%20inspector.


Spiral Staircase Footing

● Footing depth minimum 30”
● Square footing at 24” x 24” x 6”
● 12” Sonotube pier to extend 

above grade
● Post anchored to concrete per 

manufacturer requirements

Min. 
30”

6” 24”

12”

Center metal post 
for spiral stair Post 

anchored 
to concrete 
per mfr. 
reqs.



Spiral Staircase - Platform Attachment to Deck

● Platform to be securely 
attached to deck rim joist 
per code and 
manufacturer 
requirements, using 
manufacturer-supplied 
fasteners or Simpson 
Strong-Tie SD connector 
screws.

https://ssttoolbox.widen.net/view/pdf/ajdlb27g4x/C-F-2025-p058-090.pdf?t.download=true (page 71)

https://ssttoolbox.widen.net/view/pdf/ajdlb27g4x/C-F-2025-p058-090.pdf?t.download=true


https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VARC2021P1/chapter-3-building-planning#VAR
C2021P1_Ch03_SecR322 

Spiral Staircase - code references

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VARC2021P1/chapter-3-building-planning#VARC2021P1_Ch03_SecR322
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VARC2021P1/chapter-3-building-planning#VARC2021P1_Ch03_SecR322


https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VACC2021P1/chapter-10-means-of-egress 

Spiral Staircase - code references

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VACC2021P1/chapter-10-means-of-egress


Materials Overview

● Foundation: Poured concrete footers.
● Framing: Pressure-treated lumber (beams, joists, and posts).
● Decking: Composite decking 
● Railings: Metal post and cable guardrail system.
● Staircase: Aluminum or galvanized steel spiral staircase.
● Fasteners & Hardware: Galvanized steel or stainless steel structural connectors, screws, and bolts.





Approval for Design from 
504 N 26th Owner

Approval for Design from 
506 ½ N 26th Owner



Letter of support from the Historic Preservation and Land Use Committee of the 
Church Hill Association of RVA



https://www.rva.gov/sites/default/files/2021-11/City%20of%20Richmond%20-%20Administrative%20Variance%20Information.pdf 

https://www.rva.gov/sites/default/files/2021-11/City%20of%20Richmond%20-%20Administrative%20Variance%20Information.pdf
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	506 N 26th Deck Design for Rebuild_updated 03-28-2026

	Property Address: 506 N 26th St
	Current Zoning: R-63
	Historic District: East End, Church Hill North
	Alteration: Off
	Demolition: On
	New Construction: On
	ApplicantContact Person: Thomas Baiada
	State: VA
	Zip Code: 23223-6544
	Property Owner: Thomas Baiada
	If Business Entity name and title of authorized signee: 
	City_2: Richmond
	State_2: VA
	Zip Code_2: 23223-6544
	Date: 03-28-2026
	Text1: Project scope includes demolition of existing second story rear deck and construction of a new second story rear deck. Existing deck structure does not include a stair case - new deck construction will include installation of a pre-manufactured spiral staircase. Refer to documentation in Online Permit Portal for all items related to the checklist requirements.
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	Dropdown4: [Yes]


