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April 22nd, 2024 

 
City of Richmond Department of Planning and Development Review 
Commission of Architectural Review 
Attn: Alex Dandridge 
City Hall, 900 East Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
RE: Commission of Architectural Review: 2405 O Street (E000-0379/001) 
 
Members of the Commission, 
 
 This memorandum shall serve as the applicant’s statement for an application to be 

reviewed by the Commission of Architectural Review (the “CAR”) for the proposed addition at 

the rear of the single-family detached dwelling on the property known as 2405 O Street (the 

“Property”). 

 

The Property is located on the southern line of O Street between N 24th and N 25th 

Streets and lies in Richmond’s Union Hill City Old and Historic District. Existing structures in the 

district are known for a variety of architectural styles and materials as well as a range of land 

uses. The Property is a small parcel located at the rear of the property known as 820 N 25th 

Street. The subject dwelling is the only residence in the block which fronts O Street while all 

other nearby parcels front east or west toward N 24th and N 25th Streets. 

 

The Property owner is proposing to renovate the small, single-story addition at the right 

side of the existing dwelling by constructing a second-story on the existing single-story portion 

of the house. The proposed renovation will allow for the historic dwelling to meet the needs of 

the homeowner without changing the façade or footprint of the dwelling. The addition will 
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allow for the first floor kitchen to be renovated and the new second floor would create a new 

bonus room with a bathroom and room for washer/dryer and mechanicals. 

 

Siting: 

The Property is approximately 40 feet in width, 34.5 feet in depth, and contains roughly 

1,400 square feet of lot area. The Property contains a single two-story frame dwelling which is 

20.6 feet wide and 26.8 feet deep. A small 9 foot wide, 14.3 foot deep addition is located at the 

rear of the dwelling on the right side adjacent the alley. The proposed addition would add a 

second story to the existing single-story portion of the dwelling. As such, no changes are 

proposed to the siting or footprint of the existing dwelling. 

 

Form: 

The proposed addition has been designed to recognize the existing structure and 

materials used on the site. Lap siding to match the rest of the dwelling is proposed and the 

windows on the addition will be vertically aligned. The cornice line of the addition would be a 

simplified version of the historic cornice on the façade. 

       

Scale: 

As noted above, the proposed design of the new addition is consistent with the scale 

and character of the existing dwelling on the Property and adjacent dwellings. The addition will 

be set back from the primary façade to remain subordinate. The proposed addition will increase 

the overall livability of the existing dwelling and will allow for this historic dwelling to be 

renovated, without changing the existing streetscape of the Union Hill Old and Historic District. 

 

Height, Width, Proportion, & Massing 

Existing residential structures within the block are predominantly two stories and 

composed of a mixture of frame and masonry dwellings. As no changes will be made to the 

height or width of the dwelling’s façade, it will retain their historic nature and compatibility 

with the surrounding properties. 
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Exterior Cladding/Doors and Windows/Materials 

 The applicant is proposing to reside the entire dwelling, including the proposed 

addition, in cementitious lap siding. The existing door and windows would be retained. The 

applicant is also proposing to replace the wrought iron porch columns with 6” white posts. A 

finish schedule including exterior materials, doors, and windows would be provided for the 

dwelling.  

 

We thank you for the care and assistance in reviewing our application. Should you have 

any questions after reviewing this request, please feel free to contact me at 

will@bakerdevelopmentresources.com or (864)377-9140. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Will Gillette 
Baker Development Resources, LLC 

mailto:will@bakerdevelopmentresources.com
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Commission of Architectural Review
2405 O Street Scope of work consist of the renovation to an existing structure in accordance with the Virginia Residential 

Code, 2021 and a 130 SF second floor addition on the existing footprint. All mechanical / air conditioning 
units will be screened. Final window, door, and paint color specifications to be submitted for administrative 
review. No vinyl materials.

Scope of Work

SKETCH - NOT TO SCALE

EXISTING CONDITIONS

PROPOSED RENOVATION

SHEET LIST

A.100 COVER SHEET
A.101 EXISTING / DEMO FLOOR PLANS
A.102 PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS
A.301 EXISTING ELEVATIONS
A.302 PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
A.401 EXISTING PHOTOGRAPHS

PROJECT INFORMATION

•
•

•
•

PROJECT AREA:
EXISTING 1st FLOOR AREA: 682 SF
EXISTING 2nd FLOOR AREA: 553 SF

       1235 SF

PROPOSED 1st FLOOR AREA: 682 SF
PROPOSED 2nd FLOOR AREA: 682 SF

       1364 SF

APPLICABLE CODES:
2021 VA RESIDENTIAL CODE
RICHMOND CITY ZONING, ZONE R-63 SINGLE-
FAMILY
CITY OLD AND HISTORIC DISTRICT:UNION HILL
NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT:UNION HILL
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