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February 10, 2016 

 

 

 

Urban Design Committee 

900 East Broad Street, Room 510 

Richmond, VA 23219 

 

Re: Richmond Public Libraries 

 West End Branch Library, Addition and Renovation 

 UDC Narrative 

 

Dear Committee: 

 

The West End Branch Library is located at 5420 Patterson Ave., in Richmond.  The existing 

building is approximately 7,400 square feet and was constructed in 1977.  The proposed addition 

is approximately 1,250 square feet.  The main purpose of the renovation and addtion is to 

reorganize and improve the interior of the library to meet the needs of a modern facility.  The 

addition will create additional space badly needed at this branch.  The City purchased two lots 

adjacent to the library which are currently sitting empty and unutilized.  This will allow for the 

addition and associated site work on the east side.  The addition itself is contained within the 

setbacks of the original library property. 

 

Site work will include moving the eastern driveway farther to the east to make room for the 

addition.  The western access drive will remain.  This western access drive allows for both left 

and right turns as it currently has a curb cut.  The eastern drive (existing and proposed) only 

allows right turns and it is too close to other intersections to permit a new curb cut.  The 

proposed new driveway location is driven by the locations of an existing utility pole to the west 

and three existing oak trees to the east of the proposed location.  Also moving the driveway as 

far east as possible allows the library to make better use of the green space as it will be adjacent 

to the building rather than across a drive.  This configuration will also allow expansion in the 

future should the need ever arise.  Other site work includes the addition of three parking spaces 

to replace two that will be taken by a new generator, and one which will be converted to a 

landscape island to comply with current City parking lot design standards.  The generator will be 

screened with a 6 feet high PVC privacy fence similar to what has been done at other branch 

libraries.  A new patio will be added to the north of the proposed addition to be used as outdoor 

space for the library.   

 

Site lighting for the parking lot and driveways will be replaced at the library’s request as the 

parking lot is currently dark.  LED fixtures are proposed for the parking lot lighting for energy 

savings and lower maintenance. 

 

Landscaping will include new plantings for the disturbed area around the addition and proposed 

driveway.  Existing established landscaping around the building will be left in place except as  
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noted.  Three existing smaller trees on the south (Patterson Ave.) side of the building are 

proposed to be removed.  The removal of these trees was requested by the Library as they are too 

close to the building and have grown into the roof.  These trees are shown on the submitted 

drawings on the site and landscape plans and labeled in the photos on sheet A-001 (photos C2 

and C4).  Note that four street trees have recently been planted by the City in the curb lawn along 

Patterson Avenue in front of the library just to the south of these smaller trees.  These are noted 

on the submitted site and landscape drawings.  Three crape myrtles will be removed from the 

east end of the building in order to construct the addition.  Also to be removed is a diseased 

maple from one of the purchased properties.  This site was reviewed with Urban Forestry several 

years ago during planning phases and it was requested that this tree be removed.  This tree is 

pictured in the photo on drawing sheet C-101.  Efforts were made where possible to save 

significant trees on the sites.  As mentioned above, three existing oak trees just to the east of the 

proposed drive will be saved and a very large oak just to the south east of the existing drive will 

be saved.  The addition and driveway were designed around these trees in an effort to preserve 

them. All trees to the west and southwest of the building will be left in place. 

 

New landscaping plantings were chosen to match what has been planted at other library branches 

during recent renovations.  Native species are proposed where practical to minimize water usage. 

Larger trees are proposed for the new parking lot island and along the new drive (away from the 

existing oaks). 

 

The existing bike rack, pictured in photo C1 on sheet A-001 and located on the floor plan on 

sheet A-101, will remain at the request of Richmond Public Libraries.  This bike rack was 

installed two to three years ago and matches some of the bike racks used on other branches at the 

time.  As the other branches are not replacing theirs, the Library requested that this one remain.  

The existing rack is fairly new and is in excellent condition. 

 

Improvements to the exterior of the existing building will include replacement of existing 

deteriorated painted wood siding with new metal panels.  Richmond Public Libraries has 

requested that the wood siding be replaced as it lends a dated appearance to the building and has 

become a maintenance issue because of moisture damage and the requirement to keep it painted.  

The metal panels will be a cost effective way to clad the building in materials that will not 

require painting and maintenance.  All brick portions of the building will remain and will be 

cleaned as part of the project.  The existing standing seam metal roof will be replaced in kind. 

 

The addition is designed to match the configuration, scale and materials of the existing building 

where it is attached.  The roof slope, height and materials were chosen to match or complement 

the existing building.  Glass is proposed on the north and south elevations of the addition in order 

to improve interior natural light and visibility from outside.  New brick will match the existing 

building’s brick. 

 

A small vestibule is proposed under the existing canopy on the west end in order to improve 

interior traffic flow and energy efficiency.  A small part of the canopy will be enclosed with 
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storefront matching the existing storefront entrance in that location and the addition on the 

opposite end.   

 

At the request of the Library, the existing building mounted letters will be removed as they are 

not legible from the street.  Additionally, at their request, the pole mounted sign will be removed 

as it is damaged and out of date.  A new ground mounted sign is proposed just to the east of the 

western driveway.  This sign will be made of brick and metal panels to match the building and 

will feature dimensional letters.  The proposed sign is shown on drawing sheet A-201 and its 

location is shown on sheet C-104.  

 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Austin Brockenbrough & Associates, LLP 

 

 
 

Paul W Shope Jr, AIA 

Architect 
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Luminaire Schedule

Symbol Label Quantity Manufacturer Catalog Number Description Lamp
Number

Lamps

Lumens Per

Lamp

Light Loss

Factor
Wattage

T_TFTM 2
Lithonia
Lighting

DSX1 LED 60C
700 40K TFTM
MVOLT HS

DSX1 LED WITH (2)
30 LED LIGHT
ENGINES, RIGHT
ROTATED TYPE
TFTM OPTIC,
4000K, @ 700mA
WITH HOUSE SIDE
SHIELD

LED 1 9147 0.7 130.39

T-3S 2
Lithonia
Lighting

DSX1 LED 60C
530 40K T3S
MVOLT HS

DSX1 LED WITH (2)
30 LED LIGHT
ENGINES, TYPE T3S
OPTIC, 4000K, @
530mA WITH
HOUSE SIDE
SHIELD

LED 1 8943 0.7 99.28

T-4M 1
Lithonia
Lighting

DSX1 LED 60C
530 40K T4M
MVOLT HS

DSX1 LED WITH (2)
30 LED LIGHT
ENGINES, TYPE
T4M OPTIC, 4000K,
@ 530mA WITH
HOUSE SIDE
SHIELD

LED 1 8173 0.7 99.28

T_4M
40C

5
Lithonia
Lighting

DSX1 LED 40C
530 40K T4M
MVOLT HS

DSX1 LED WITH (2)
20 LED LIGHT
ENGINES, TYPE
T4M OPTIC, 4000K,
@ 530mA WITH
HOUSE SIDE
SHIELD

LED 1 5568 0.7 67.78

T_3M
40C

2
Lithonia
Lighting

DSX1 LED 40C
530 40K T2M
MVOLT

DSX1 LED WITH (2)
20 LED LIGHT
ENGINES, TYPE
T2M OPTIC, 4000K,
@ 530mA

LED 1 7591 0.7 67.74

Statistics

Description Avg Max Min Max/Min Avg/Min Avg/Max

Entry East 1.8 fc 3.3 fc 0.6 fc 5.5:1 3.0:1 0.5:1

Entry West 2.9 fc 5.8 fc 0.6 fc 9.7:1 4.8:1 0.5:1

Parking North 1.5 fc 7.2 fc 0.6 fc 12.0:1 2.5:1 0.2:1

Parking West 1.2 fc 4.2 fc 0.6 fc 7.0:1 2.0:1 0.3:1

PL - East 0.3 fc 0.5 fc 0.0 fc N/A N/A 0.6:1

PL - North 0.3 fc 0.5 fc 0.0 fc N/A N/A 0.6:1

PL - South 0.2 fc 0.8 fc 0.0 fc N/A N/A 0.3:1

PL - West 0.2 fc 0.5 fc 0.0 fc N/A N/A 0.4:1
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