
INTRODUCED: September 14, 2015  
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2015-190 
 

As Amended 
 

To amend City Code § [46.1-3] 13-22, concerning the authority of the fire code official at fires 
and other emergencies, for the purpose of authorizing the fire code official to regulate open 
burning, and to amend ch. 13, art. V, div. 3 of the City Code by adding therein a new section 13-
199 for the purpose of prohibiting open burning without authorization from the fire code official 
and failing to contain or extinguish any open burning when requested by the fire code official. 

   
 

Patron – Mayor Jones 
   
 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

   
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: NOV 9 2015 AT 6 P.M. 
 
 
THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That section [46.1-3] 13-22 of the Code of the City of Richmond [(2004)] (2015) be 

and is hereby amended and reordained as follows: 

Sec. [46.1-3] 13-22. Authority at fires and other emergencies. 

The fire code official or a duly authorized representative, as may be in charge at the scene 

of a fire or other emergency involving the protection of life and/or property, is empowered to 

direct such operations as may be necessary to extinguish or control any suspected or reported 

fires, gas leaks, or other hazardous conditions or situations or of taking any other action 

necessary in the reasonable performance of their duty. The fire code official may prohibit any 
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person, vehicle or object from which may impede or interfere with the operations of the 

department of fire and emergency services. The fire code official may remove or cause to be 

removed any person, vehicle, or object from hazardous areas. All persons ordered to leave a 

hazardous area shall do so immediately and shall not reenter the area until authorized to do so by 

the fire code official. [The fire code official shall have authority to control, contain or extinguish 

any open burning.] 

§ 2. That Chapter 13, Article V, Division 3 of the Code of the City of Richmond 

(2015) be and is amended and reordained by adding therein a new section numbered 13-199 as 

follows: 

Sec. 13-199.  Prohibitions related to open burning. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, without proper authorization from the fire code 

official, to ignite any open burning, as defined by the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code, 

within the city. It shall also be unlawful for any responsible person to fail to contain or 

extinguish any open burning when requested to do so by the fire code official. 

[§ 2.] § 3. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption. 
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