
AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: 

ADOPTED: REJECTED: STRICKEN: 

INTRODUCED: March 25, 2024 

AN ORDINANCE No. 2024-092 

To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond, to 
accept funds in the amount of $10,000.00 from The United States Conference of Mayors, and to 
amend the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Special Fund Budget by creating a new special fund for the 
Office of Community Wealth Building called the Grant – RVA Doulas-in-Training Special Fund, 
and to appropriate the increase to the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Special Fund Budget by increasing 
estimated revenues and the amount appropriated to the Office of Community Wealth Building’s 
Grant – RVA Doulas-in-Training Special Fund by $10,000.00, for the purpose funding the 
implementation of the RVA Doulas-in-Training program. 

____________ 

Patrons – Mayor Stoney and Vice President Lambert 

Approved as to form and legality 
by the City Attorney 

PUBLIC HEARING:  APR 8 2024 AT 6 P.M. 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEREBY ORDAINS: 

§ 1. That the Chief Administrative Officer, for and on behalf of the City of Richmond,

is authorized to accept funds in the amount of $10,000.00 from The United States Conference of 

Mayors for the purpose funding the implementation of the RVA Doulas-in-Training program. 

§ 2. That Article I, Section 2 of Ordinance No. 2023-071, adopted May 8, 2023, which

adopted a Special Fund Budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 

2024, and made appropriations pursuant thereto, be and is hereby amended by creating a new 

special fund for the Office of Community Wealth Building called the Grant – RVA Doulas-in-
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Training Special Fund for the purpose funding the implementation of the RVA Doulas-in-Training 

program. 

§ 3. That the funds received from The United States Conference of Mayors are hereby

appropriated to the Special Fund Budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2023, and ending 

June 30, 2024, by increasing estimated revenues by $10,000.00, increasing the amount 

appropriated for expenditures by $10,000.00, and allotting to the Office of Community Wealth 

Building’s Grant – RVA Doulas-in-Training Special Fund the sum of $10,000.00, for the purpose 

funding the implementation of the RVA Doulas-in-Training program. 

§ 4. This ordinance shall be in force and effect upon adoption.

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

__________________________ 
CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
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Text of Legislative File Admin-2024-0090

Title

To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to accept $10,000.00 from the DollarWise Grant 

Program to support the RVA Doulas-In-Training Program.

Body

O & R Request

DATE: January 25, 2024 EDITION: 2

TO:  The Honorable Members of the City Council

THROUGH: The Honorable Levar M. Stoney, Mayor

THROUGH: Lincoln Saunders, Chief Administrative Officer

THROUGH: Sheila White, Director of Finance 

THROUGH: Meghan Brown, Acting Director of Budget and Strategic Planning 

THROUGH: Traci DeShazor, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer for Human Services 

FROM: Caprichia Smith Spellman, Director, Office of Community Wealth Building 

RE: Acceptance and appropriation of $10,000 in grant funds for the city’s RVA 

Doulas-in-Training (RVA DT) project. 

PURPOSE:

To authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to accept the DollarWise Grant for the RVA 

Doulas-in-Training Program in the amount of $10,000 for the purpose of launching and expanding 

economic mobility efforts in under-resourced communities across the City of Richmond. 

BACKGROUND: 

After the 2020 pandemic, Black and Latina women remain most disproportionately unemployed in the 

City of Richmond (US Census Bureau, 2019). Although they account for 60-65% of OCWB’s 

caseload, many cannot visit career stations to receive services due to limited childcare, language 

barriers or various other reasons. This contributes to the program’s highest attrition rates. Women from 

single-parent households have reported a lack of childcare as the primary reason for not participating in 

or completing workforce activities at OCWB’s career centers, thus entrepreneurial efforts have become 

the most effective way to enhance their access to economic mobility. In our centers, more than 50% of 

Page 3City of Richmond Printed on 3/19/2024



Master Continued (Admin-2024-0090)

our participants are Black female sole providers who are disproportionately more likely [both Black 

(19.2%) and Latina women (8.7%)] to experience poverty than white females (5.7%) in the city 

(United States Census, 2020). Legislation passed in January 2022 made Virginia the latest state to 

expand coverage for community doula services for Medicaid beneficiaries. Now, community doulas can 

begin enrolling in the state’s Medicaid program and this entrepreneurial venture can help women who 

have been disproportionately impacted by poverty overcome barriers to economic mobility. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: N/A

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES AND OTHER GOVERNMENTAL: Equity Agenda 

FISCAL IMPACT: Increase of $10,000 in Special Fund revenue

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon Adoption 

REQUESTED INTRODUCTION DATE: March 25, 2024

 

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DATE: April 8, 2024  

REQUESTED AGENDA:  Consent 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL COMMITTEE: N/A (re: Rule VI(B)) 

AFFECTED AGENCIES:  Human Services, Office of Community Wealth Building, Finance, Budget 

and Strategic Planning  

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ORD. OR RES.:  N/A

ATTACHMENTS:  Award Letter 

STAFF:  Caprichia Smith Spellman, Office of Community Wealth Building, 804-646-3108
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